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Grandstand Concert Series sponsored by slee p = number. 


Dixie Chicks * Bonnie Raitt Ж Demi Lovato & Nick Jonas 
Charlie Wilson Ж G-Eazy * Happy Together Tour 2016 


Don Henley Ж Weezer ж Mike Posner Ж Fantasia 
The Richard Thompson Trio Ж Smooth Hound Smith 
The Minnesota Show with Garrison Keillor 
Amateur Talent Contest Finals Ж Vintage Trouble 


Get Jicketa! Visit etix.com or call 800-514-3849 


Nightly Fireworks presented by СӘ Піс Әсі 


"100 m 900 


ACTS! 5 SHOWS! 


FREE WITH ADMISSION! 
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LEINIE LODGE 


TONIGHT! 


Proudly sponsored by Gic =a 
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РІМ Е PEAKS 
RETREAT AND 


EVENT CENTER 


This is a unique Destination Wedding Resort of magnificent 
surroundings in the middle of the Brainerd Lakes area. We provide 
an easy and relaxing experience for you, and offer exceptional 
service for a stress free, perfect three to four day experience. 
Our on-site Retreat Lodge will house up to twenty-five members 
of the Wedding Party or families. Our Event Center has 


everything you will need for your wedding. One visit to our 


gorgeous facility and we know you’ll fall in love. 


We have partnered with Pine Peaks Lodge and Suites, 


a boutique Hotel just six miles away in beautiful downtown 


Crosslake for out of town wedding guests. 


While oth ddi 
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Lot "WEDSABE „н | DIAMOND AWARDS 
REHEARSAL/EVENT VENUE 
Pine Peaks Event Center | куш 
39957 Swanburg Road South, Pine River, MN 56474 
Next to Crosslake MN а ане [лез |өте) |саны 
612 986-6800 елле лл к wq Awards Awards Awards 
www. Pinepeakseventcenter.com Magazine for the best 


Wedding Venue in MN. 2013 2014 2015 2016 


BUILT TO MOVE FAST. 


PRICED TO MOVE 
EVEN FASTER. | 
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Sign & Drive 
2016 MASERATI lease "$ 79 9... 
GHIBLI $ 04 2 years of Pre-Paid Maintenance Included 


"Stock 4BN10414. 36 month 5,000 m ШОШ СА wn payment plus rae ШЇ nt due 
signi ten dency restrictions apply. In-stock un ate ited tim a 


MASERATI 


OF MINNEAPOLIS 


7300 Wayzata Boulevard, Golden Valley, MN 55426 763-449-4100 morriesluxuryauto.com 


Rest, Relax, Have fun 


3 pools (2 outdoor & 1 indoor) Indoor play area 
2 turfed play yards (1 for large Doggie Daycare and 
dogs and 1 for small dogs) Individual Care 


Cat boarding available in our Kitty Kingdom 


$20 off any service 


Bring this ad in to redeem discount 


Specialty boarding for those with special needs 
Therapy swimming pool 

Large comfortable suites 

Indoor play area 


952-361-9663 


2910 82nd St., Chanhassen, MN 55317 
www.thecanineclubandspa.com 


See George’s Video directed by Shelly Mosman 
In association with Furthermore Productions 


How Things Go Together 


Beautifully. 


youtube.com/c/GeorgeSawyerDesignMinneapolis 


SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS 


Galleria • 69th & France * Edina 
952.926.2455 • sjewelers.com 


Shown: One-of-a-Kind Jewelry Made in Minnesota 
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FURNISHING + DESIGN 


HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
952.426.3548 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 


Creating beautiful homes for beautiful families 
Visit our retail store: M, W, Th, F & Sat 10am-7pm or Sun 12-5pm Closed on Tuesdays 
Friday, June 10 — Monday, June 13 • 


(some exclusions apply) 
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ON-SITE & OFF-SITE CATERING 


WEDDING RECEPTIONS | REHEARSAL DINNERS | CORPORATE EVENTS | HOLIDAY PARTIES 


GRILL 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS | ATLASCATERS.COM | 612.338.4700 
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WWW.DTDOGS.COM / FACEBOOK.COM/DOWNTOWN-DOGS-DOG-DAYCARE-AND-BOARDING 


-— "EXCELLENT FACILITY! WE BOARDED OUR DOG THERE FOR THE FIRST TIME, 8 NIGHTS. THE STAFF WAS GREAT AND. 


OUR 006 LIKES BEING HERE EVEN BETTER THAN BEING AT HOME WITH US.” 


"MY PUPPY DRIFTER IS MAKING LOTS OF FRIENDS AND THE STAFF HAS FALLEN IN LOVE WITH HIM THANK YOU DTDHE : 


OUR DOG SEEMED ТО LIKE IT! WILL RETURN!” - 


"I'M BLOWN AWAY!!! IT IS ELEANOR'S (BOXER) BIRTHDAY AND THEY HAD A BIRTHDAY CARD WRITTEN FOR HER WHEN 
| CAME TO PICK HER UP. EACH ONE OF THE STAFF MEMBERS WROTE A MESSAGE AND WAS SQ SPECIAL ТО МЕ! 

THANK YOU TO THE STAFF FOR BEING $000 AMAZING AND TAKING SUCH GREAT CARE OF MY GIRL. VERY, VERY SPECIAL 
PEOPLE WHO WORK THERE!” 


2 “THE STAFF IS WONDERFUL AND GOT TO KNOW OUR SILLY LUCY RIGHT AWAY. SHE GETS TO PLAY ALL DAY, AND | DON'T 
SIT AT MY OFFICE THINKING ABOUT WHAT SHE'S DESTROYING AT HOME. SHE'S WORN OUT FROM PLAYING BY THE TIME - 
WE 60 HOME, WHICH IS JUST FINE WITH US!" 


| "| LOVE DOWNTOWN DOGS FOR THEIR FRIENDLY AND ATTENTIVE STAFF. TWO OF MY GREAT DANES LOLA & NELLIE, HAVE - 3 
GONE THERE AND NOW MY FAWN PUPPY GINGER. | HAVE A LONG RELATIONSHIP WITH THEM DATING BACK TO 2005. 
WHENEVER ANYONE ASKS ME FOR A DOGGIE DAYCARE, THEY ARE WHO 1 RECOMMEND!” -~ 
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A NEW CHOICE IN DIAMONDS 


Eco 3 Lab Grown Diamonds are a revolutionary new option. Choose 
from the largest selection of eco friendly and conflict free diamonds in 


Minnesota and save 30-40% compared to an earth mined diamond. 


(өй ONLY AT 
DIAMONDS 
Burnsville | Maplewood | Bloomington | St. Louis Park| Eden Prairie | Maple Grove | St. Cloud | Woodbury 


Special 60 Month Low APR Financing Available 


WHERE WILL THE TURILE 


SURPRISE YOU? 
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TEL EXPRESS 


STCROIXCASINO.COM 


Choose from the best selection of premium 
cocktail ingredients in the entire Twin Cities. 
Plus, stop in during Pride, show us this ad and we'll 
give you 15% off your entire order.* Now that's 
something to get you beaming. 
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5300 Lyndale Ave. South MPLS W-@Southlyndale [fF] $оштупйае 


*Offer vaild until July Т, 2016 


HAVING A PRIDE PARTY? 


WE DELIVER! 


PRIDE 


IN EVERY SHADE 
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Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


Sometimes the most important things 
you sign aren't in the office. 


Working together, we can help you prepare financially for a growing family. No matter what 
your plans include — from preparing for adoption to saving for college — we're here to help 
you achieve your unique financial goals. 


To learn more, come in or visit wellsfargo.com/together. 


O 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. ECG-2530401 


Exceptional teachers helping students 
find full value of yoga for 21 years. 


The Saint Paul 
‚ Yoga Center 


Why wait? CBBurnet.com 


Experienced, Reliable Professional helping buyers and sellers 
achieve their dreams. 


Philip Wahlberg | 651.336.2410 
philip.wahlberg@cbburnet.com 


Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 219 


Here at Hennepin County, 
we take PRIDE in our employees. 


Our talented and diverse team provides a broad array 
of services to our nearly 1.2 million residents. We offer 
an inclusive and respectful workplace and numerous 
career opportunities few employers can match. 

Find an interesting job. Find a rewarding career. 


Strong careers. 
Strong communities. 


www.hennepin.jobs 
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Collision, Glass and More! CERTIFICATIONS AND 
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THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


ENCORE 


KARAOKE AND SUSHI LOUNGE 


Bloomington | Burnsville | Eden Prairie | Inver Grove Heights 


HAVE A LOOK AT WHAT ENCORE HAS TO OFFER--SPACIOUS Lakeville | Maplewood | New Brighton | Richfield 


DINING AND MULTIPLE KARAOKE ROOMS WILL LEAVE YOU 


WANTING MORE! OUR EXPERIENCED STAFF WILL PROVIDE -000-000- 
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1717 LEXINGTON AVE М ROSEVILLE MN 55113 651.488.0365 WWW.ARTHURSJEWELERS.COM 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
- by Andy Lien - 


Living Pride 


Happy Pride, friends. Its the month of the year that is set aside for this 
community, with a special culmination of festivals and parades and events 
that makes it different from the rest of the year. There is an air of “official” 
about it. It belongs to people who belong to each other because of being gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, two-spirit, and 
all of the allies of these people, as well as all the gradients found within those 
colors of the rainbow. It’s a group that has membership based on opting-in. 

Because what makes this community a distinct group isn’t the baseline 
norm for this world, at some point in everyone’s life, each person has had 
to say, “Yes.” It’s a positive, not a negative. And that is a remarkably strong 
trait of a group; it takes claiming and owning it rather than simply inheriting 
it like being from a certain ethnicity or having a particular skin color or even 
growing up in a religion where you just wake up and walk the path that was 
already determined for you. Members of this group have to consciously say, 
“Tam this. I belong here." And during the month of Pride, we also say, “I will 
celebrate us.” Being who you are isn’t a choice, but coming out and being a 
member of this group is. And it’s a path that is diverse; one that’s still being 
determined and fought for, as laws and hearts and minds expand to include 
this group, which is reason for more unity and, usually, more celebration. 

Lavender’s Pride Issue is a celebration of this community as well as a 
snapshot of how this community lives its pride in everyday life. We've got a 
section about the upcoming Pride festival and what will be happening later 
in June as part of Twin Cities Pride, and we also have the largest issue of our 
year, full of what people in this community are doing, what we care about, 


what is on our radar as a group with special interests. It's a publication in 
which you can see yourself, someone you know, as well as someone who's 
doing something you're interested in. We profile members of the commu- 
nity who are in television, music, food, sports, fashion, the performing arts, 
and nonprofits as well as topics that involve this community like no other: 
having babies, being healthy, going into recovery, getting married, and go- 
ing to school with support and respect. It's how this community lives. With 
pride. Not just in the month of June, but all year round. 

This Pride season, I wish you exactly what I wish you the rest of the year: 
a life of authenticity, safety, celebration, health, recognition, and belonging. 
You are seen, you belong, you are valued. 

With you and with thanks, 

Andy @ 


Travel as unique as you are. 


= 7 —— 
Travel Guy 


www. TravelGuy.us 
612-547-0019 
mark @travelguy.us 


Locally owned travel agency in Minneapolis. 
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Pricing does not include tax. 


Vertical Endeavors offers climbing for all ages and 

abilities. We have Lessons & Clinics for those just 

getting started and Adult Climb League for those 
looking to join our climbing community! 


Minneapolis 2540 Nicollet Avenue South / 612.436.1470 
St. Paul 855 Phalen Boulevard / 651.776.1430 


WWW.VERTICALENDEAVORS.COM 


Gay-owned 


' District 


399 Exam 


X-rays and cleaning 


FREE Whitening 


with exam, x-rays and cleaning 


612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
‚ 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 * Minneapolis 


SOME JUST LOVE... 
DARE TO LOVE ALWAYS 


LOVE ALWAYS BRACELETS 
BY PHILLIPS HOUSE 


EST 1885 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE 
- by E.B. Boatner - 


Keep Reinventing that Wheel 


Trouble in Mind recently closed its triumphant run at the Guthrie. Splen- 
didly acted and directed, Alice Childress’ 1955 drama centers around a 
young, white director (John Catron) rehearsing a mostly black cast of actors 
through the clichéd Southern drama, Chaos in Belleville. 

The cast, even the stage veterans Wiletta Mayer and Sheldon Forrester 
(played by Margo Moorer and Cleavant Derricks) are resigned to their 
stereotyped bits, Wiletta mumbling her “Yes’m”s, Sheldon whittlin’ a stick, 
until Wiletta is directed to “look inside” herself for motivation. Thus turns 
the course and tenor of both plays. Wiletta realizes her character, a share- 
cropper mother, would never turn her hunted son in for his “safety.” Af- 
ter this epiphany, although desperate for her first Broadway part, Wiletta 
balks, unable to utter her blatantly false lines. She refuses to go on, at least 
at curtainfall. 

Га like to be able to say that Trouble, for all its power, was simply an 
interesting, dated piece. But it’s not, other than that it was written over half 
a century ago. Blacks voting? Yes, but many whites are working today to 
keep blacks (and others they deem undesirable) from voting this November. 


Childress herself? Her work? Born black in 1916 (or '20), how unremarkable 
is it that she is not better known or represented? Suppose the white authors 
of the hackneyed Chaos in Belleville had penned Trouble in Mind? 

Race hierarchy is still set fast. As we look to this year’s Pride cel- 
ebrations, we’d do well to remember that for all the strides made for 
various letters of the rainbow alphabet, equality — and safety — are not 
uniformly assured. 

The great Trans Bathroom Wars are being promulgated not only as a 
smokescreen for greater problems, but, I cannot help but believe, to mask 
ill-treatment of all GLBTs, lesbians in particular. Do haters suddenly and 
honestly believe every young woman in a pixie cut in the ladies' loo is trans- 
gender and intent on rape? ГЇЇ wager haters now see a free pass to harass 
perceived lesbians, and I'll double that by betting they wouldn't recognize 
most transgender individuals anywhere. 

Celebrate this June, but consider that there is much more to come before 
it's over; ask those who've lived through the 61 years since Trouble in Mind 
debuted. Ө 


Hood! 
dermatologyC 


Education * Experience * Excellence 


.with a smile! 


Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD 
Mayo Trained, Board Certified, 
Award Winning Dermatologist 


Nadine Miller, M.P.A.S., PA-C 
Physician Assistant in Dermatology 


* Appointments within ONE week ® All major insurance accepted 
• Fully licensed and credentialed providers 


Angela Rohland, C-FNP 
Dermatology Nurse Practitioner 


REA бӛ 


Results Minnesota 


BETH RICHARDSON 
651-646-2100 


Real Estate Made Real Simple 


bethrichardson@movingtominnesota.com 
movingtominnesota.com 


Uptown Row, Suite 208 е 1221 W. Lake Street e Minneapolis, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 
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The trusted framing and fine 
art resource for art lovers, 
collectors and curators 
who appreciate authenticity, 
integrity and beauty. 


CPIENINGNIGHIT 
FRAMING SERVICES & GALLERY 
2836 Lyndale Ave. South * Minneapolis 55408 


T: 612-872-2325 www.onframe-art.com 


10 out of 10 optimists 
believe in themselves. 


The difference between impossible and 
possible often starts with a person saying, 
"| think | can.” At U.S. Bank, we think 

you can too. And with our competitive 
products and services, we’re here to 

help in every way we can. 


PERSONAL | BUSINESS | WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


< [WORLD'S MOST ™ 
= 


Е 
&|COMPANIES 


WWW.ETHISPHERE.COM 


Investment products are: 


МОТ FDIC INSURED | MAY LOSE VALUE} NOT GUARANTEED BY THE ВАМК | NOT A DEPOSIT 


Find your possible at a U.S. Bank branch, 
call 800.825.BANK (2265), 
or visit usbank.com/possible. 


Dr. Alfonso Morales, M.D. g 
D.A.B.P.M 3 


Medication Assisted Treatment 
Let us help you with: 

® Meth Addiction 

* Alcoholism 

* Opiate Dependency 

e Chronic Pain 

* Hormone Replacement Therapy 


Immigration Vaccine & Prep Vaccine Help! 
Habla Español 


LAWYER 


27 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Call me when you 
need legal help. 


Practice areas: Real Estate, Contracts, 
Litigation, Estate Planning, 
Collections and more.... 


HELTZER 


LAW OFFICE, LLC 


101 E. STH STREET, #2626 
ST. PAUL ММ 55101 
651-330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERLAW.COM 
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the POWER of POSSIBLE. (T3bank 
А 


NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY 


caval House Credit products offered by U.S. Bank National Association and subject to normal credit approval. Deposit products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. ©2016 U.S. Bank. 


LENDER "World's Most Ethical Companies” and "Ethisphere" names and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


| Don't Support “Sick Paid Leave” and that 
Doesn't Make Me a Terrible Boss 


A good boss takes care of a good employee. See the word “good” in front of each 
title? For over 41 years my family business has employed hundreds of neighborhood 
people. During that time we have cosigned car loans, lent money, given cash bonuses, 
given earned pay raises, free food, the countless free beers, time off when needed, un- 
derstood when an emergency happens, allowed an employee’s child to “hang out” until 
child care arrived, given out gift cards as thanks, allowed my own car to be used when 
a driver’s was in the shop, and even had an employee and his children stay at my home 
for over a month while leaving an abusive relationship. I work alongside my employees. 
Tm notin an office, I don’t stop by and check in. 

I knew what I was getting into when I bought the business. My last day off was over 
three years ago (for surgery). My last car was 13 years old. When I’m not in the restau- 
rant I’m doing errands for the business, doing never ending bookwork, and fielding text 
messages about issues that come up when I’m not there. Again, I knew what I was getting 
into when I bought the business. I believe most people that work in the restaurant world 
know what they are getting into also. Most employees can make their own schedules, can 
swap shifts when needed, and get time off. We expect our employees to get their shifts 
covered and help each other out. Upon hiring they are told that we understand when 
people get sick but we expect some common sense. Feeling sick the night before? Call 
fellow employees and get stuff traded. I don’t have patience for an employee that com- 
plains about not feeling well when their Facebook page shows them out all night. Make 
choices in your personal life that won't interfere with your work life, instead of the other 
way around. I understand not all people are like that and there are those with sick kids, 
but in all the years we have been around, those people are in the minority. 

I have staff that CHOOSE to only work a couple days a week, am I really respon- 


sible to make sure they have paid time off? My employees go on vacation, take days off, 
go out to dinner, etc., without me having to supplement their income. I also offer Aflac 
where they can purchase “emergency” insurance for less than a pitcher of beer (only 1 
of 17 employees chooses to do so). Iam a good boss, I know I treat my employees more 
than fair. Some public comments that are for “Sick Paid Leave” say that we can’t run the 
business without employees and should treat them better. Do they think we don’t know 
that? But, are they remembering that the employees need us also? They need us taking 
all the risk, putting our names on the dotted line, and not being able to be a “no call no 
show.” A good boss takes care of a good employee. 

I can’t afford to pay someone that isn't there. On average, this would cost me over 
$600.00 per month. Margins are tight in this business and right now I run at 34% labor 
cost. National average is 30-35%. If I’m forced to pay Sick Time, not only does labor go 
up, but payroll taxes do also. The government wants more out of my already nearly 
empty pockets and into theirs. Minneapolis, come up with a better plan that doesn’t 
hurt small businesses so much! More should be expected of the employee, not the 
employer. Raise the number of employees you must have, raise the amount of hours 
the employee must work to even qualify for this, and get rid of the employer having to 
keep a tally (this isn’t your preschool star chart, keep your stubs!). 

Iam a good boss and I don't need the City of Minneapolis trying to tell me how to 
be a better one. 

(Don't even get me started on the proposed $15.00 minimum wage.) 


Patty Keegan 
Jakeeno's Pizza & Pasta 


BACCHYS 


BACCHUS WINE & SPIRITS 
OF SHOREVIEW! 


Wine, beer, spirits and more! Wines 
from Apothic to Opus One. Beers from 
Coors Light to Surly limited release. 
Spirits from Windsor Canadian to 
The Balvenie. 


Make Bacchus your stop for wine, 
beer, spirit and advice. 


1077 Highway 96 W 
Shoreview, MN 55126 


651-494-3930 


www.bacchuswinesandspirits.com 


Make sure to ask about the 
BACCHUS WINE CLUB 
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Macy's Celebrates Family + Friends + Love + Life + Equality + Respect 


MACY’S DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS 
2ND FLOOR 
FRIDAY, JUNE 107? at 12 NOON 


Join us as we celebrate Pride Month with special performances by OVation, enjoy games 
and giveaways by Lavender Magazine, glamorous photo ops, the season's hottest fashion, 
and win fabulous prizes playing Drag Queen Bingo! 


Event open to all. Please RSVP for Bingo at 1.800.329.8667* 


*nmaoys 


0000000 


ONEVoice LAVENDER 


*Seating for Bingo is limited and is first come, first seated. Event subject to change or cancellation. 
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Duluth's local hot spot is remodeled and fabulous! a 
All new exciting modern look on the 1st and 2nd floor 
PLUS a bunch of new games to play! 
Logon to FONDDULUTHCASINO.COM for the most 
up to date info and a complete listing of games! 
OPEN 24 HOURS | 129 E. SUPERIOR STREET | DOWNTOWN DULUTH | 800.873.0280 | 18+ 
Owned and operated by the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 


BEP EATERY 


100 S 5th St #210, Minneapolis 
612-338-5189 o bepeatery@gmail.com 


New LaSalle location coming soon! 


Q 


IPIRIDIE ОК РЕШЕ 
201 6 - by Lindsi Gish - 


Meet the 2016 Twin Cities 
Pride Grand Marshals 


Please join us in celebrating the following individuals for their exceptional, transformational contribu- 
tions to our community. Each year, Twin Cities Pride recognizes individuals who’ve had a compelling, last- 
ing, and transformational impact on the local GLBTQ community. Here are the Grand Marshals for 2016: 


PHOTO BY ANNA MIN OF MIN ENTERPRISES PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Volunteer Spotlight: 


OUR PRIDE 
- by Mo Perry - 


Kurt Wiger 


The subject of our Volunteer Spotlight is no stranger to the dedication and heart required of volunteers. As 
the coordinator of volunteers and interns for Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute, a committee member 
on the University of St. Thomas’ Forum on Workplace Inclusion for the past decade, and a member of the 
board of directors for Twin Cities Pride, Kurt Wiger is drawn to meaningful work that truly makes a differ- 


ence in the world. Here is his story, in his own words. 


For the past 11 years, Гуе worked in volun- 
teer management within healthcare, and last 
year I was at a point where I wanted to meet 
new people, get out, and be more involved with 
life. I wanted to do something that had impact 
and allowed me to be creative, but I didn’t re- 
ally know what that would be. The position to 
be a member of the board of directors for TC 
Pride came up on my LinkedIn page, and I im- 
mediately sent in my résumé. 

I have a real passion for Pride. Гуе been out 
since my late 20s, and I have two brothers who 
are gay. I still have my button from 1991, the 
first Twin Cities Pride parade I marched in. So 
when I saw that position pop up on LinkedIn, I 
knew that’s what I wanted to do. I was elected 
in February 2015 and jumped right in. 

The thing I’ve learned the most since join- 
ing the board is what an incredible group of 
people I have the opportunity to work with at 
Pride. We have a very dedicated group of vol- 
unteers who Гуе gotten to know, work with, 
and respect. The board of directors works with 
a large team of volunteers who manage the 
overall operations, entertainment, organizing 
the food, vendors, security, parade logistics, 
everything that happens. 

Last year I went down to Loring Park dur- 
ing setup and Naj Sengbloh, who manages the entertainment, took me 
around in the golf cart. I got to watch how this team of people, who have 
so much knowledge, set it all up. It was so much fun. People were saying, 
“Board members don’t usually come to setup,” and I said, “Well, this one 
does!” My feeling is that If I understand what they’re doing, I’ll be able to 
manage it better. 

Last year’s Pride was exhilarating with the timing of the SCOTUS rul- 
ing on same-sex marriage. But we realize there’s a lot more work to do, 
especially for people of color and the trans members of our community. 
We're really focused on the question of how we keep moving forward and 
continue to create an awareness that educates. We're the third largest 
Pride in the country, but we're focusing on how we grow and continue to 
support our community. Part of Pride's mission is to commemorate our 
diverse heritage. That's what I want to work on: creating an inclusive envi- 
ronment within the LGBTQ community that supports each other and the 
larger community of the Twin Cities. 

We're working on getting more businesses and corporations on board. 


PHOTO COURTESY OF TWIN CITIES PRIDE 


Last year I started talking to the Minnesota 
'Twins about collaboration. They have an an- 
nual diversity networking event at Target 
Field, and this year it's focused on LGBT is- 
sues and inclusivity for the first time. Billy 
Bean [Major League Baseball’s first Ambas- 
sador for Inclusion, who came out after retir- 
ing from the San Diego Padres in 1999] will 
be here for that. That collaboration feels like 
a real success to me. 

This is also the first year that Pride will be 
a corporate partner of the Saint Paul Saints. 
Pride is kicking off with a game at CHS Field. 
It's the first time an LGBT organization has 
partnered with a major or minor league base- 
ball team. General Mills, Target, Best Buy, and 
many other organizations are also on board 
with the celebration. This is how we further 
our mission to celebrate and educate. The an- 
nual Pride festival is a great opportunity for all 
ofus to celebrate in the richness ofthe LGBTQ 
community, but it's also our largest fundrais- 
ing event that helps us support initiatives 
throughout the year that support the LGBTQ 
communities. 

Ive been surprised by the advocacy role 
that I’m taking on. I started my professional 
life as a teacher, and I’m very into educating 
people. I just like getting people to come together and have the hard con- 
versations. We have to have the hard conversations, even within our own 
communities. We still have our own challenges around integrating our com- 
munity. There's so much for all of us to learn and carry forward. 

The other thing that's really fun is that Pride is so multigenerational. 
When the entertainment for this year's festival was announced, some of the 
millennials were like, “Who are the Pointer Sisters?” and I was like, “Oh, let 
me tell you!" As I meet the generations behind me and feel such wonder and 
pride as they're walking down the street holding hands, I'm reminded that 
we all have a responsibility to the generations who will follow us. All you 
need to do is live open, out and proud, with respect for each other. 

Volunteering for me is the opportunity to really make a difference. Cre- 
ating spaces where everybody can come together and have a conversation, 
where everyone is respected — that's what I’m passionate about. I’m an 
introvert, but I feel I'm on a path to having a broader voice, and I want to give 
itto Pride. I can't say enough about the incredible team I work with; none of 
us can do this alone. Ө 
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ror Health. For Vision. For Life. 


We take great pride in being the only 100% 
LGBT owned eye clinic in the Twin Cities. 


We are dedicated to improving your health, 
your vision, and your life. 


Dr. David Bane 


612-869-1333 » originseyeclinic.c 
6601 Lyndale Ave S, Suite #160 • Richfield, м! 155423 | 


HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the 
University of Minnesota that is 
using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore immunity. 
You will receive compensation for 
your partcipation in this study. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
Interpreter services available. 


612-625-7472 
hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover" 
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Featured Artist: 
Frenchie 
Davis 


An R&B powerhouse, Frenchie Davis has had a 
successful music career with appearances on American 
Idol, The Voice, and several Broadway productions. 

As an openly bisexual woman of color, she has also 
successfully helped foster a healthy dialogue about 
homophobia and intersectionality. 

That’s why it’s fitting for Frenchie to be performing 
on the Power to the People stage at this year’s Pride. 
Her fierceness, talent and authenticity are just a few rea- 
sons we think you should mark your calendar ASAP for 

this show: Sunday, June 26 at 4 p.m. Don’t miss it! 
For a full list of Pride entertainment, go to 
tcpride.org. 


da 


CITIES PRIDE 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES РА. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. | RI D E TO 


the 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 

* Injuries/Auto Accidents 

* Second/Step Parent Adoption 
* Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 
* Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements 

* Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 
* Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice 

* Bankruptcy 


Convenient Downtown — Elizabeth Cloutier 
Skyway Connected Offices PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


More Options. More Discounts 


* Auto, Home, Renters, Life and 
Recreational insurance 


* Plans you can customize for your needs 


• Call to see if you can save 


DEBORAH 
STREETER 


Insurance Agency 


(952) 853-9077 
| DSTREETER@FARMERSAGENT.CO 


Lots of people are saying "That's my T" – 
because Metro Transit buses and trains fit their 
lifestyle. There are as many reasons to ride as 
there are routes. 


Call (952) 853-9077 today for 
Auto, Home, Life and Recreational 


Get more customer stories at metrotransit.org/MyT 
and find out how Metro Transit can fit into your life. 


#ThatsWhyIRide 612-373-3333 metrotransit.org/MyT 
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Bergstrom Jewelers 
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Glamour Nails 
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Wedding Day Diamonds 
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THE SHOPS AT WEST END | 394 5 100 
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Better service, better coverage and better value with our great lineup of discounts. Call today for a competitive quote. 
Your dream is out there. Go get it. We'll protect it. 


Dawn Bartell Agency Pamela Petersen Agency 


4649 Bloomington Ave 1330 Frontage Rd W 
Minneapolis, ММ 55407 Stillwater, MN 55082 
(612) 333-5554 (651) 439-8442 
dbartellQ'amfam.com ppetersi @amfam.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
| INSURANCE | 


® 


All your protection under one roof * 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company, American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio, American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin. 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2013 007366 — 6/13 
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Living History Project Kicking 
Off at Pride Festival 


Dot Belstler’s first Pride was in 2009. She had been invited to volunteer at the festival in Loring Park 
and, wanting to educate herself about the history of Pride and the GLBT community, she found herself 
in the GLBT History Pavilion, poring over panels from the University of Minnesota’s Tretter collection 
that detailed the community’s historical context. “I spent two hours in that pavilion, reading and crying. 
It was really emotional, but I stuck with it and read every one of the panels,” says Belstler. “I was so 
engrossed and impressed, and that’s what made me think, ‘I want to work with this organization.” She 
became the executive director of Twin Cities Pride later that year. 


This year, the pavilion’s display will take an even deeper 
dive into the fraught and formative early days of the GLBT civil 
rights movement. The Minnesota State Arts Board provided 
Twin Cities Pride with a grant to produce Living History, a new 
oral history project that aims to capture stories from the people 
who experienced and shaped the history of the GLBT move- 
ment in Minnesota. Twin Cities Pride will work in conjunction 
with Twin Cities Public Television (TPT), which is working on 
a Minnesota queer history documentary of its own, to create a 
series of three-to-five-minute video snippets featuring individu- 
als who have been on the front lines of the evolving GLBT move- 
ment in Minnesota. 

One of the first people they plan to interview is Jean-Nicko- 
laus Tretter. In 1972, Tretter and his friends organized a com- 
memoration of the Stonewall Riots in the Twin Cities, a celebra- 
tion that evolved over 40 years to become one of the largest 
Pride festivals in the country. In the early ’70s, Tretter also be- 
gan collecting gay and lesbian materials, which eventually grew 
to represent the state’s largest library of GLBT historical mate- 
rials. The Tretter Collection is now housed at the University of 
Minnesota and displayed, in part, in the pavilion at Loring Park 
every year during Pride, where it will be augmented this year by 
the first of the recorded video segments. 

Belstler is hoping that the Pride festival will also serve as 
a fertile gathering ground to capture stories from attendees. 
While the exact location is yet to be determined, a private re- 
cording booth will be set up at the park, and people will be in- 
vited to come inside and share stories of their first experience at 
Pride. The hope is that Living History will grow into a long-term 
project that Twin Cities Pride can feature on its website, bring to 
schools, and use to contribute to our collective knowledge and 
understanding of the many faces and facets of GLBT history. 

“We have the opportunity to capture these stories and share 
them more broadly,” says Belstler. 

And as Jean-Nickolaus Tretter is quoted as saying on the 
University of Minnesota’s Tretter Collection website: “It’s im- 
portant we create a historical legacy to pass along to future gen- 
erations. It’s how the Jews endured thousands of years of perse- 
cution, because they had a tradition and a history. We have the 
opportunity to give gays and lesbians of the future something 
similar to hold on to." 


PHOTO COURTESY OF TWIN CITIES PRIDE 
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Happy Pride From The Quatrefoil Library 


В; 


Buy А Quatrefoil Library Membership Today! 
Students & Seniors ...$25 per year 

Individuals... $40 per year 

Household (2 people/same address) ...$60 per year 
Supporting ...$125 per year 

Lifetime Membership ...$1,000 


Check out books and DVDs at one of the nation's biggest GLBT 
lending libraries. 


Purchase your Quatrefoil Library membership at the library, at 
our booth at Pride or online: www.qlibrary.org/support 


Serving the Greater Twin Cities GLBT Community For 


30 Years! 
Quatrefoil Library 
1220 E Lake Street | 
Minneapolis MN, 55407 uatrefoil 
(612) 729-2543 е 
Email: info@qlibrary.org Li bra 
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/ FIRST 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


Thursday, July 7 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 
BURGER MOE'S 


242 W. 7th St.. * St. Paul 


X 
Koy 


PRESENTED BY: 


tel One Shane (б 


Come as you are - no dress code. 
Enjoy Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres, Drink Specials, 
and a chance to register to Win Great Prizes! 
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Celebrating 15 years of 
P2P stage at Pride 


In 2000, Roxanne Anderson was working the Minnesota Men of Color (ММОС) table at Pride. One of 
the main stages was nearby, and the music for the drag performances echoed around the table. A young 
trans woman who had just been performing on the stage approached, clearly upset. 


PHOTOS BY ANNE HODSON 


She said her song had been interrupted prematurely, and she had been 
asked to leave the stage. “The MC didn’t get her and didn’t get what her 
performance was about,” says Anderson. “And this young trans woman 
of color kind of demanded that MMOC do something about it. We brain- 
stormed with her and brought it back to the office, where we brainstormed 


with a larger group of folks. And the Power to the People (P2P) stage was 
born out of that.” 

Roxanne Anderson, who uses the pronouns “they,” “them,” and “their,” 
is the trans and racial justice director for Outfront Minnesota and has been 
working as an activist and community organizer for decades. They say the 
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Every day, we make 
the world cleaner, 
safer and healthier — 
protecting people 
and vital resources. 
And our work is guided by 

a shared set of values that 


define who we are — and 
how we make a difference. 
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P2P stage, described by Lavender magazine in 2014 as “a multicultural expe- 
rience featuring spoken word, hip-hop, and rap,” came out of a desire to cre- 
ate a space where people of color could find each other and see themselves 
represented, and where social service organizations could intersect with the 
communities of color they were trying to reach. 

In the area’s inaugural year in 2001, more than 15 artists performed on 
the P2P stage and 23 different cultural and social service organizations were 
represented. “Before, if you were an LGBT person of 
color walking around the Pride festival, every 3-5 min- 
utes you might pass another person of color and give 
that little nod of recognition,” says Anderson. “The P2P 
stage gave us a place to meet together as black, Native, 
Asian, and Latina/o folks, and see our cultures and 
identities represented and celebrated.” 

In the early days, it was difficult to gain support for 
the vision of the P2P stage. “We really started as a grass- 
roots band of rabble rousers,” says Anderson. “People 
questioned why the area was needed.” Anderson points 
to the crucial role played by MMOC Founder Nick Met- 
calf. “It was his guidance and his ability to network with 
organizations that made it happen. It wasn’t super easy 
to go into a room of folks we didn’t know, say that people of color need some- 
thing different, and convince them to give us the opportunity to make that 
happen." In those early years, MMOC and the agencies that supported them 
did the heavy lifting, figuratively and literally, hauling the sound equipment 
and assembling the stage themselves, with financial support from a modest 
PFund Foundation grant. 

^When Cheryl Maloney became executive director of Pride [in 2006], 


"IT'S BEEN 
PHENOMENAL. WE'VE 
BEEN ABLE TO 
INTEGRATE ITS 
LOCATION INTO 
THE PARK MORE, 
AND IT GROWS AND 
GROWS." 


she really saw what the P2P area was doing for the community and the 
agencies tabling there," says Anderson. Maloney started to grow the area 
through sponsorships, which facilitated P2P becoming a main performance 
stage at Pride and helped fly in some bigger-name stars that made the stage 
a destination for attendees. *Now we had people lining up throughout the 
park to come into the tent," says Anderson. 

And while entertainment, celebration, and representation were always 
key components of the P2P stage, facilitating access to 
social service organizations that work with communi- 
ties of color was just as important. “Art is а way commu- 
nities of color often engage people around topics that 
might not be that fun," Anderson explains. *How do you 
get people into a room to talk about HIV? Well, you put 
a big star in that room." 

In 2011 Anderson founded RARE Productions, a 
GLBTQ arts and entertainment media company, which 
has produced the entertainment at the P2P stage for the 
past five years. The 2016 Pride festival will be the final 
time RARE manages the stage, as Anderson is eager 
to give other people the chance to express themselves 
through the venue. "It's always good to pass the baton," 
says Anderson, "and, after 15 years, other people are interested." 

Current executive director of Twin Cities Pride Dot Belstler talks with 
great appreciation of how the P2P stage has grown to become one of the 
most excellent performance spaces at the festival. “It’s been phenomenal. 
We've been able to integrate its location into the park more, and it grows 
and grows. I appreciate all the work Roxanne and the team have put in over 
the years and look forward to seeing what it will become in the future." 
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ТО THE ANNUAL 


HAPPY HOUR 


Join us for a nosh, 
a drink and to 
honor our volunteers. 
Everyone is welcome! 


JUNE 15, 2016 
9:30- 7:30PM 


RED SrAG 
SUPPERCLUB 


Red Stag Supper Club 
(Club Room) 
509 1st Avenue NE 
Mpls,MN 55413 


Sponsored by 


LAVENDER 


O Mount Olivet Careview Home 


Offering Long Term Care and Transitional Care 


EMBRACING DIVERSITY 
FOR OVER 50 YEARS | 


may WE TOGETHER 
BECOME GREATER THAN 
THE SUM OF BOTH 
EUS 
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Hiring for Nurses, Nursing Assistants, 
Culinary Specialists, and Environmental Services. 


MTOLIVETHOMES.ORG * 612-821-3300 
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Pride Beer Dabbler Turns Five 


The Pride Beer Dabbler is back and better than ever, celebrating five years of drinking craft beer in 
support of our GLBTQ community! This year’s theme focuses on celebrating and honoring icons and 
advocates of the community, recognizing their role in bringing awareness and progress to critical issues 


like marriage equality and transphobia. 


PHOTOS BY DANIEL MURPHY 


"We're honored and excited to once again participate in the Twin Cities 
Pride celebration and to show our support for the GLBTQ community. There 
is much to celebrate in the progress that has been made over the past five 
years, but there's still a ways to go, especially with regard to inequity and 
discrimination many transgender people face in our society today," said Kevin 
Stocks, events coordinator at The Beer Dabbler and The Growler magazine. 

In this spirit of celebration, the more than 50 attending breweries will 
feature a special beer creation in honor of one iconic figure. Harvey Milk 
Stout, anyone? 


MUSIC AND DANCE 


The Prairie Fire Ladies Choir will kick off the evening with some of your 


favorite pop and rock covers. Hip-hop artist BdotCroc will follow, and Apollo 
Cobra will close the night with their huge beats and explosive dance party. 
The silent disco is also back, so put on your wireless headphones and bust 
out those sweet disco moves. 


FOOD 
10 food trucks will be on site...Tiki Tim's, Gastrotruck, Hot Indian 
Foods, Potter's Pasties, and more! 


WHERE AND WHEN 
Friday, June 24, 5:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. Loring Park 
A portion of proceeds from the event benefit Twin Cities Pride. Ө 
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Services Provided 
* Precision Haircuts * Signature Shaves 
* Color Treatments * Gift Cards Available 
The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 
1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: ROOSTERSMGC.COM/LOCATIONS 


ЕН facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


Explore the 
possibilities 


Gain skills and help others in a 
global Peace Corps assignment. 


Love knows 
no border. 


Immigration is still complicated. We 
have years of experience working 
with same-sex bi-national couples Angela Bortel 


Apply today! 


Email kmastel@peacecorps.gov 
to learn more. 


Owner and 
to help obtain immigration status 


Managing Attorney 
and keep you together. 


Angela Bortel was selected as a 
2013 & 2014 “Rising Star” among 
Immigration Lawyers by 
Super Lawyers. 


*Please see the Super Lawyer's site for selection criteria. 


THE BORTEL FIRM, LLC 


825 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 811 Mpls, MN 55402 • info@bortelfirm.com * www.bortelfirm.com • 612.388.3366 
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PRIDE DURBRIDE 
201 6 - by Shane Lueck - 


As the center of controversy and someone unafraid to cross the line, say what you will about Kathy 
Griffin, but she's also in a league of her own. She's half an EGOT, for goodness sake! She has two Emmy 
awards, and she's one of the only three female comedians to have won a Grammy for Best Comedy Al- 
bum, an honor shared by Lily Tomlin and Whoopi Goldberg. Her 23 comedy standup TV specials earned 
her a mention in the Guinness Book of Records. In sum, she's a bigger deal than you may think. She 
had three lines in Pulp Fiction, starred in Eminem's video “The Real Slim Shady,” and, of course, in two 
episodes of Seinfeld ("That's how the straight guys know me,” she says), in addition to her hit reality-TV 


show, My Life on the D List. 


In her latest standup tour, Like a Boss, Griffin pokes fun at a new genera- 
tion of celebrities, without neglecting her favorite material, such as her own 
alcoholic mom. There's just no holding back with Griffin, who's stepping up 
as the spiritual heiress of her departed friend and mentor, Joan Rivers. Like 
Rivers, Griffin is determined to keep PC culture at bay, and nobody is safe. 
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Not even me. Before we even speak, Griffin finds me on Twitter to let me 
know she's looking forward to our interview. The woman certainly does her 
research, at one point even mentioning, “I’m reading your Twitter and you 
have the cutest dog." (She's not wrong.) But before we even began talking, 
she builds on the repartee we started when we spoke before her last appear- 


PHOTO COURTESY OF KATHY GRIFFIN 
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ance in Minnesota. She immediately shows me 
that she has familiarized herself with me and be- 
gan our conversation by catering exactly to the 
kind of information I would want to know. 

"[ have some news for you, Shane,” she said 
with a wink in her voice. “Апа you should know 
this is breaking news, but I'm giving it to you 
exclusively. Since we've spoken last, I can now 
reveal I’m Becky with the good hair.” 

“Now, I will admit, Pm only Becky with the 
good hair when I get a good gay man to give 
me areally good blowout, then I turn into Becky 
with the good hair, other than that, I’m just 
Kathy Griffin with the curly hair,” she continues, 
referencing the already iconic line from Beyon- 
cé’s Lemonade. “I just want to be clear there аге 
times where I’m Becky with the good hair. And 
I had to ask my gay assistant what that means, 
he said, ‘You don’t want to be a Becky, it’s a side 
chick.’ I’ve been worse. I’ve been called worse 
and I’ve been treated worse. I even like the good 
hair part of it.” 

All jokes aside, Griffin promises all new 
material for her Pride kick-off appearance at 
Orchestra Hall. “Ги doing 80 shows this year 
alone,” she says. “That’s 80 cities. I fly more 
than a pilot. And I love doing new material. And 


PHOTO COURTESY OF KATHY GRIFFIN 


“FOR TWO HOURS 


on New Year’s Eve, Nick Jonas for not knowing 
who The Monkees were when she met him, and 
Ryan Seacrest (always Ryan Seacrest). 

“I am going to be talking about whatever is 
on top of my mind," she reassured me. "And 
also, who knows, what has been happening in 
the community? ГЇЇ be on stage at 8 p.m., and 
ГЇЇ be checking my iPad or phone just up until 5 
to 8 to see what is going on locally. Every show 
is different. Minneapolis is always a hotbed of 
activity for politics and LGBT rights." 

In discussing what to expect at her show, 
there inevitably comes a time when Griffin does 
research and flips the script. Without warning, 
Griffin suddenly becomes the interviewer to gain 
fodder for her performance. Out of nowhere, 
Griffin stops mid-sentence before saying, "Let 
me ask you this: do gay boys want Brad Pitt any 
more or is he too old now?" 

As I fill her in on how there is a crowd of 
younger gay men who enjoy the older crowd, 
she responds with a laugh, "You are vicious! АП 
right, so tell me who you want now. I'm actu- 
ally writing this down for my show." Not expect- 
ing the question, I get visibly flustered, which 
spawns a conversation on her inability to control 
what comes out of her mouth and remaining po- 


I can’t even avoid doing new material; let me tell YOU'RE GOING TO SIT litically correct. 

you why. I just recently had run-ins with every- PRIM AND PROPER “I just feel really strongly that comedians are 
from Le do DiCaprio and I ith Lil i the last basti f le that need t 

a cc мыт. 

Pride, so she can vouch for me) and Гуе seen AND LISTEN TO MY an assignment that said: 'OK, you have to do two 

Kris Jenner recently." DICK JOKES." hours of material and everything has to be po- 


'This is the point in the conversation where 
Griffin takes an uncharacteristically long 
pause. The term “Chatty Kathy" may well have been coined in her honor, 
so getting silence from her is a bit unnerving. 

She continues, "Let's cut the shit, Гуе been immersed in the commu- 
nity since you people were merely called gay. Now that youre LGBTQIA2 
(345Caitlyn), even I have to admit, Kris has had a rough year, like, give it 
up. Come on. She's had to act like Lamar overdosing in a whore house and 
then coming back onto their private jet is like a fun thing. I personally would 
be like, Tm sorry Lamar, you can't come on the private jet yet, you have to 
kind of work your way back into the family.' So, I mean, I can guarantee it's 
new material, because if you've ever seen me, I'm just talking shit about the 
Kardashians for two hours solid and now I actually have some empathy for 
Kris Jenner. Which I never thought I would say." 

Aside from (maybe) going easy on Kris Jenner this time around, she 
will also be bringing a Cher story (this is Pride, after all), and Griffin won't 
hold back with regard to behind-the-scenes stories with Anderson Cooper. 
Of course, the ever-political Griffin promises that the presidential election 
will get discussed at Orchestra Hall, calling it the “biggest Punk'd Ashton 
Kutcher prank on the country in its history." 

"And you know what? If I have to use humor, then I will use humor," 
she says, citing her funny bone as her political tactic. "But I'm really 
excited to stand on the stage at Orchestra Hall and be inappropriate. 
Because, you know, I love playing Minneapolis, and I'm a Midwestern gal 
from Chicago myself so I get the sensibility, I get it. I get the whole vibe 
there. And I'm gonna crack the whip on you LGBTs because god only 
knows what party you will have come from and what party you're dressed 
for, but dammit, for two hours you're going to sit prim and proper in Or- 
chestra Hall and listen to my dick jokes." 

Let there be no doubt about it, Griffin will be talking about whatever 
pops into her head or is in headlines that day. Just during our conversation 
alone, she made fun of Anderson Cooper for admitting he likes Nick Jonas 
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litically correct,’ I would have to leave,” she says. 

“I was actually able to meet Prince Charles one 
time, and I was nervous meeting him of course, and my friend introduced 
us. She said, ‘This is Kathy Griffin, she’s an American comedian and she’s 
very outrageous,’ and Prince Charles pulled me in and he said, ‘Well who 
would keep us honest if it weren’t for newspeople and comedians?’ I was like, 
that’s right! I’m gonna try to do that because the Prince of Wales told me.” 

Her ability to say whatever she wants while remaining charming 
is certainly her trademark. Now, if she could find a way to bottle that, 
she would be well on her way to accomplishing her goal of becoming a 
brand. Whether the idea came from Kim Kardashian or her conversa- 
tions with Adweek, Griffin has been vocal as of late about becoming a 
brand as her next career move. 

“Tm so tired of being a human,” she says without batting an eye. “I want 
to be a brand or an emoji. Or an app. I think if you're an app, you're actually 
making more money than a human. I talk to my comedy friends who are like, 
‘Fuck your two Emmys and Grammy, what are you doing going town to town 
with your dick jokes? You should just be an app.’ And I can't help it. I love it. 
Because nothing, nothing can replicate the live experience. Especially dur- 
ing Pride at Orchestra Hall. Like, come on, that's as good as it gets." 

Pride. The event that Griffin was born to play. And, being Pride, Griffin 
says she is going to "gay it up." As a guarantee, Griffin says audience mem- 
bers will laugh until they're choking a little bit because everything she's said 
is very inappropriate. 

"Tm going to say things I can't even say on HBO or Netflix,” she prom- 
ises. "The live shows, I'm getting a little bit worse. I just want to say, as I get 
older, like, give me a dollar and I still won't buy a fuck. I'm having more fun, 
because I give less of a fuck." Ө 


Orchestra Hall welcomes Kathy Griffin June 23. For tickets, head to 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org. 


Sometimes the most important things 
you sign aren't in the office. 


Working together, we can help you prepare financially for a growing family. No matter what 
your plans include — from preparing for adoption to saving for college — we're here to help 
you achieve your unique financial goals. 


To learn more, come in or visit wellsfargo.com/together. 


O 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. ECG-2530401 
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- by Steve Lenius - 
BESEEN 


Plenty To Be Proud Of 


It's Pride season. And this year, in spite of the current political ugliness (which will probably continue 
through November), I am finding plenty to be proud of. For example: 

Recently, a new documentary film called How Love Won: The Fight for Marriage Equality in Minnesota 
received its world premiere at the Minneapolis/St. Paul International Film Festival. The film, which 
splendidly recounts how Minnesota first voted down a constitutional amendment banning same-sex 
marriage and then made marriage equality the law, was voted the festival's Audience Choice Award for 
Best Minnesota-Made Documentary Feature. The film was created by Michael McIntee and local news 


organization The UpTake. 


PROUD MEMORIES: "VOTE NO" LAWN SIGNS IN 2012. PHOTO BY STEVE LENIUS 


bm xs 


I remember feeling proud when, only four years ago, in the same year 
as our most recent U.S. presidential election, the “Vote No" campaign spear- 
headed by Minnesotans United for All Families succeeded in defeating the 
Minnesota marriage amendment. 

I remember feeling proud when, only three years ago, the Minnesota 
legislature passed marriage equality in Minnesota. 

And I remember feeling proud when, only one year ago on June 26, 2015, 
marriage equality became a reality for all 50 states, courtesy of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

As I watched How Love Won, I felt proud all over again of the progress we 
have made in a relatively short time. I invite you to watch this film and see 
if you don’t laugh, cry, and feel a renewed sense of pride in our community, 
our neighbors, our allies, and our state. I haven’t heard if any showings have 
been scheduled during Pride this year, but visit the film’s website (www. 
howlovewon.com) and sign up to receive information on future showings. 


MINNESOTA 
LEATHER 


PRIDE 
2016 


“THINK KINK": THE MINNESOTA LEATHER PRIDE DOG TAG FOR 2016. PHOTO BY 
ANDREW BERTKE 


You want to see this movie. 

And now, from marriage to bathrooms. In April, Governor Mark Day- 
ton forbade state employees to travel to North Carolina for non-essential 
business. This was in reaction to North Carolina’s “bathroom bill,” which 
prohibits transgender people from using public bathrooms that don’t match 
their birth sex. Governor Dayton also said he would veto any attempt to pass 
a similar law in Minnesota. For these and many other reasons, I’m proud of 
my state’s governor. 

And I’m also proud of President Obama and his administration for taking 
a stand on this issue. At a press conference on May 9, 2016, U.S. Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch spoke directly to the transgender community when 
she said, "The Department of Justice and the entire Obama administration 
wants you to know that we see you; we stand with you; and we will do every- 
thing we can to protect you going forward." 

Yes, so much to be proud of. Happy Pride, everybody! (9 
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LEATHER LIFE 


MINNESOTA LEATHER 
PRIDE 2016: 


The theme of the 2016 Minnesota Leather Pride celebration is “Think Kink." This year's dog tag, inspired by American pop art and combin- 
ing bright silver metal with cloisonné (enamel) coloring, was designed by Andrew Bertke of Everett Allen Photography. Get your dog tag, while 
supplies last, at any Minnesota Leather Pride event or at the Minnesota Leather Pride booth at the Twin Cities Festival of Pride in Loring Park 


(Saturday and Sunday, June 25 and 26). 


PLENTY OF 
MINNESOTA LEATHER 
PRIDE EVENTS 
FOR 2016 


More events may be added, so visit www. 
mnleatherpride.org for the most up-to-date 
event information. 


Saturday, June 11: Pride Picnic. Location 
TBD, 1 p.m. Presented by PEPRMNT. 

Friday, June 17: Floggapalooza at The 
Saloon, 8-10 p.m. Presented by Knights 
of Leather. 

Sunday, June 19: Coffee Bust at Twin Cit- 
ies Leather & Latte. Time TBD. Presented by 
Minnesota Leather Pride board (come meet 


the board members!). 

Tuesday, June 21: MAsT Swap Meet at Camp 
Bar in St. Paul. Time TBD. Presented by 
Twin Cities chapter of Masters And slaves 
Together. 

Wednesday, June 22: BDSM Creative Col- 
lective Anthology Publication Party and 
Reading at Twin Cities Leather & Latte, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 23: Atons Leather Pride So- 
cial & Smoker on the patio at eagleBOLTbar, 
7-10 p.m. Cigars and bourbon shots for $10, 
plus a class taught by Scott. Presented by 
Atons of Minneapolis. 

Saturday, June 25/Sunday, June 26: Stop 
by the Minnesota Leather Pride booth at 
the Twin Cities Pride Festival. An informa- 
tion table at the booth will be staffed by 
Minnesota Leather Pride's sponsor groups. 
Everyone is welcome, whether you are just 


curious about leather or have years of ex- 
perience under your belt. The 2016 "Think 
Kink” dog tag will be available for $10, 
along with a Pride weekend special: Buy 
any two vintage Leather Pride dog tags 
(from 2015 or earlier) for $5 each and get a 
third vintage dog tag for free while supplies 
last. Loring Park (northwest side of the ten- 
nis courts), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Sunday, June 26: March with the kink and 
leather community in the Ashley Rukes GLBT 
Pride Parade and help carry Minnesota's gi- 
ant leather pride flag. Meet at the corner of 
3rd St. S. and Hennepin Ave. by 10:40 a.m. for 
a group photo; parade begins at 11 a.m. After 
marching, stick around for a group photo on 
the hill near the corner of Yale and Willow, at 
the edge of Loring Park, facing the Whitney 
Fine Arts building. 


The Aliveness Project would like to THANK 
everyone for their part in the success of 


ө) ө) 


LIFE. 


As the proceeds of the event are turned in you can 


watch it grow at 
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Ameriprise о Кейге ОП 
Financial your terms. 


Call me today at 
AMIE BURNETT, JD, СЕР" 952.921.3371 
Financial Advisor to get started. 
7101 York Avenue South, Ste 330 


Edina, MN 55435 


952.921.3371 m У , r 
marie.a.burnett@ampf.com Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 


ameripriseadvisors.com/ Member FINRA and SIPC. 
marie.a.burnett © 2015 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. 


Serving the LGBTQA community for over 30 years! | 


Stephen Parker PsyD, LP Steve Burns PhD, LP Debra Klein MSW, LICSW 
651-325-7998 612-990-0649 612-343-1618 


David Shannon MSW, LICSW Rick DuChene MA,LCP Catherine M. Hedberg MA, LP 
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herapy Center 


NAMI GLEBTQAI Connection.Group - à free (Q П а Ш | 


support group specifically for you National Alliance on Mental llinéss 
Fact sheets ‘on GLBTQALmental health issues MINNESOTA 


Education, support and hope for-you and-your Phone: 1-651-645-2948 


loved ones living with mental illnesses Toll Free: 1-888-626-4435 
www.namihelps.org 
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OUR SCENE 


GETTING PERSONAL WITH 


GYST FERMENTATION BAR 


There’s a story behind all our favorite foods: who made it, why it was made, and how it connects us to 
others. When sisters Kylene and Mel Guse started brewing up plans to open their own restaurant, they 
were strongly inspired by such stories behind artisanal fermented foods. The sisters joined forces with 
Jill Mott and Jim Bovino, opening GYST Fermentation Bar in November of 2014 with the hopes of con- 


necting people to the stories behind their foods. 


THE HALF MOTHER BOARD. PHOTO COURTESY OF GYST 


Conveniently located in the Eat Street Neighborhood, GYST’s bright red 
exterior raises the curiosity of many passersby. And the people who venture 
through the doors are in for a treat; GYST serves some of the finest (and 
most fun) noshes available. While fermented foods may bring back mem- 
ories of grandma's pickles, there's more to ferments than classic pickles. 
Wine, beer, chocolate, cheese, and even some meats go through fermenting 
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processes rich with history, culture, and (of course) stories. 

Though the stories about the products can be very complex, the story 
behind GYST Fermentation Bar’s name is simple; gyst means “the essence” 
or “the point.” Through some deeper digging, Mel revealed that gyst is also 
an old English word for yeast, a key ingredient in the fermentation process. 
This may just seem like fun trivia, but the definition gets down to one of the 
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GYST'S TEAM AND INTERIOR. PHOTOS COURTESY OF GYST 


core practices of the business: serving simple, natural fermentations in a 
fun, minimally processed way. 

Guests are encouraged to approach GYST with an open mind, since the 
GYST experience more accurately aligns with the philosophies of a creative 
food business than a traditional restaurant. Kylene explains, “GYST is a 
creative food business that pairs experience with expertise to make food 
personal." Inspired by their passion for stories and personal connections to 
products, the GYST team hopes to encourage people to think beyond the 
spread in front of them and celebrate the craftsmanship behind each item. 

The leadership team certainly brings high credentials as well, back- 
ing up their passion for their products with the knowledge and expertise 
required for stellar selection and presentation. Both Kylene and Mel (a 
certified sommelier) have an extensive history with Bi-Rite Market, a 
San Francisco-based company that is known for its local and organic se- 
lections. Jill Mott, an internationally certified sommelier and instructor 
known for her previous work with The Bachelor Farmer, brings her un- 
rivaled knowledge to the beverage program. Rounding out the team as 
the director of food and fermentation is Jim Bovino from California Street 
Farm, a local urban garden. 

Combining their passion and knowledge, the GYST team has carefully 
crafted a fun and evolving menu that highlights the joys of fermented foods. 
In addition to some global products, an impressive range of artisanal chees- 
es from the United States is available, due in part to GYST's desire to sup- 
port the growing artisanal cheese movement. Kylene adds, “Cheese is really 
important and has value; we can be innovative with our selections because 
we are still defining the American cheese palate." 

In addition to a diverse range of cheeses, the menu highlights GYST's 
partnerships with other local producers, such as Red Table Meat Company 
and The Lone Grazer Creamery. And the produce that appears in both 
fermented and fresh forms is gathered from local urban farms, such as 
Night Owl Farms, Twin Organics, and Stone's Throw. These partnerships 
not only guarantee that the selections are fresh and local, but they are 
also evidence of GYST's commitment to sustain and improve the local food 
system and the local economy. 

While there's something for every palate on the menu, Kylene suggests 
people try The Mother board, which contains a vast array of cheeses, meats, 
pickled and fermented veggies, and other accompaniments. Kylene adds 
that the spring and early summer are a great time to test some early batches 
of amazing goat cheese. And if people are in more of a sandwich mood, the 
grilled cheese with sauerkraut or The Sandor (peanut butter and kimchi) 
sandwich are popular choices. Though The Sandor seems like an odd com- 
bination, Kylene says the pairing provides a strong Thai flavor profile that 
keeps people coming back for more. 

As if the fermented food specialties weren't tempting enough, GYST 


also has a beverage program unlike any other in the Twin Cities, thanks to 
the help of Jill Mott and Mel Guse. Instead of a large and static wine list, 
GYST has developed rotating wine campaigns, meaning that the current 
wines are all chosen based on a particular theme. Currently, the selections 
are natural selections from the Loire Valley region, and future campaigns 
plan to highlight coastal wines and wines produced in different vessels. 
These campaigns give guests the opportunity to try rare wines within a 
themed mindset. 

The other key element of the wine list is that all the wines are considered 
natural wines. Mott explains that natural wines use sustainable, organic, or 
biodynamic practices in the vineyard. Natural producers also pick grapes 
by hand and use all indigenous yeasts in their production processes. When 
Mott sources wines for GYST, she verifies that they are using low to no sul- 
fur (an additive that easily covers up any impurities in wines). 

Mott also emphasizes the importance of transparent business practices 
when choosing the wines for the campaigns: “We can call some of the wine- 
makers our friends; we know they're being honest both in the vineyard and 
the cellar." While many producers attempt to latch on to the trend of natural 
or organic wines, Mott cautions that true natural wines take a while to culti- 
vate. "It's not a practice that producers can quickly latch on to; it takes a lot 
of time for a vineyard to actually become dynamic and organic." 

But the beverage program gets even more special: GYST offers several 
wines that are not available anywhere else in the Twin Cities. In their latest 
campaign, Mott estimates that around half of the wines are not available 
anywhere else in the Midwest. This limited distribution allows for each 
wine to be “ап adventure and a revelation, guests might find a whole new 
favorite wine." Mott adds: "People are excited that we have these flavors 
available, and they know that they are getting the upper echelon of quality 
when they try our wines." 

With a certified sommelier always on staff, guests can be certain to ex- 
perience the wines in a much more complex way than they may be used to. 
Mott emphasizes GYST's commitment to telling the stories of their prod- 
ucts: "It's the stories behind these producers and wines that give the guest 
context. With the wine campaign, guests can't help but notice the context, 
they can't help but ask questions to understand more about what they're 
drinking." And Mott's personal connections to the vineyards and cellars al- 
low her to bring some personal touches to the wines, making a seemingly 
simple glass of red wine a truly unique experience. 

GYST's personal connections expand out into their community, where 
the creative food business feels strongly supported by the Whittier neigh- 
borhood. GYST also plans to celebrate Pride with our GLBT community by 
offering a special Pride Wine Flight (red, white, and rosé for $15) during 
Pride week. Be sure to check them out on Facebook and drop in for what 
guarantees to be a unique experience with fermented food and drink. Ө 
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EAT THE MENU 


- by Bradley Traynor - 
ГЕСЕ 


HI-LO DINER 


There’s a new girl in town and she’s looking good. 
There’s a fresh freckled face, in the neighborhood. 
There’s a new girl in town, with a brand new style. 
She was just passing through, 
but if things work out she’s gonna stay awhile... 
ba ba bum bum bummmm. 

—theme from Alice 


The lyrics to the theme song of TV’s Alice, a tribute to the hard-work- 
ing lives of those who made the classic mid-century American diner an icon- 
ic institution, are equally apropos of my latest dining dalliance. 

The new girl in question is H-iLo Diner. A 1957 Fodero diner who got her 
start in Gibsonia, Penn., this hardworking gal put in 50 years of culinary ser- 
vice before deciding it was time for a change. With the help of new owners 
James Brown (Brownsmith Restoration & Forage Modern Workshop ), Pat 


IT E 52 ha = 

A TEAM OF TALENT WITH CHEF HEIDI MARSH, BAR MANAGER RYAN BAROTT, AND FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER MICHAEL DEGIDIO. CHEF HEIDI'S PHILOSOPHIES INCLUDE 
MAKING THE FOOD SIMPLE, AFFORDABLE AND FUN, WHILE MAINTAINING "A CULTURE IN THE KITCHEN THAT REFLECTS EVERYDAY PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY." SHE 
SAYS THEY LOOK FOR HIDDEN TALENTS IN PEOPLE AND TEACH AS THEY GO TO KEEP A GREAT GROUP OF COOKS, HOSTS, BARTENDERS, AND SERVERS AT THE HI-LO. 
PHOTOS BY HUBERT BONNET 


McDonough (Blue Door Pub), Mike Smith (Brownsmith Restoration & For- 
age Modern Workshop), and Jeremy Woerner (Blue Door Pub), this storied 
hash house boarded two trucks and made for Minneapolis, getting a facelift 
and a new lease on life in the process. And a tasty one at that. 

A fact I learned firsthand a few weeks back after I got the chance 
to slide into one of Hi-Lo’s brand-spanking new booths with a couple 
friends for a meal that explained exactly why this steel lady of delicious- 
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| Hell’s Kitchen came outta the 
closet when we opened our doors 
in 2002 and never looked back! 


Damn proud to 
serve, support, 
and employ 

- members of 

_ the local GLBTQ 
community, and 
all our GLBTQ 
fans worldwide. 


damn good food 


WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


(612) 379-3028 
WWW.ELEMENTPIZZA.COM 


Bring this ad in and receive 10% off your order. 


ў WHEN YOU'VE SAMPLED YOUR FILL OF BREWS 
«в THE DUBLINER HAS А FINE SELECTION OF “SUDS-CUTTERS” ee» 


1 Е: CUTTER Шү | 


FULL SERVICE CATERING 
THAT FITS YOUR STYLE. 


<] 
ONE DOLLAR OFF mmm 


2162 UNIVERSITY AVENUE • ST. PAUL, MN 


‘One coupon per customer per day. Coupon must be surrendered at ime of purchase. 
Offer valid through September 18,2016 


OFFER NOT AVAILABLE DURING OUR 4PM-7PM HAPPY 


HAPPY PRIDE WEEK 


* EST.1997 = 


McCoys 


PUBLIC Hous, 


AMERICAN COMFORT FOOD • CRAFT BEERS 


GREAT COCKTAILS • FABULOUS WINE LIST 


^ 


LOCATED.AT EXCELSIOR & GRAND 
3801. GRAND WAY • ST. LOUIS PARK 
952.224.9494  MCCOYSMN.COM 


COME ENJOY OUR DOG 
FRIENDLY PATIO! 


E —— 
4 COURSE TASTING MENU 
DAILY FOR $25 PER PERSON 
HAPPY HOUR 4:00-6:00PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 

Includes $2 Off Apps, $3 Off Pizzas, 

$2 Off Pints, $8 Specialty Cocktails, 
1/2 Price Wine Bottles 

“ЯС EC D 

HALF PRICE BOTTLES OF WINE 
ALL NIGHT SUNDAY AND MONDAY 


CATERING BY AL VENTO IDE 
Have your next event at al Vento or bring 
Italian to the table at your next Event. 
For pricing or booking contact 
Katie@alventorestaurant.com 


Free scoop of home made gelato for birthday 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: FISH "М" CHIPS WITH A FENDER BENDER COCKTAIL, THE YUM YUM YUM НІ-ТОР, THE HI-LO BURGER WITH CRINKLE CUT FRIES, TWO ОҒ 
THE PIE CHOICES ON THE MENU: CHOCOLATE PEANUT BUTTER PIE AND SWEET TEA PIE, THE LOX AND DAM BENEDICT, AND THE ALBUQUERQUE SALAD. 


ness has people routinely lined up out her door. 

You can’t begin to tell the culinary tale of Hi-Lo without meeting and 
instantly falling for the talents of executive chef Heidi Marsh. Heidi makes 
no bones about the method to her madness (genius), incorporating the 
diner’s mission (approachable, affordable, mostly scratch-made diner fare) 
into every dish on the menu. Yes, the diner is a retro-liciously fun romp 
with its vintage, slightly hipster, but equally historic appeal. But it’s also an 
earnest expression of honest-to-goodness good and thoughtful food. That 
doesn’t take itself too seriously. 

FISH 'N' CHIPS 

Speaking of thoughtful, one of my first bites was the fish and chips. Where 
most are a heavy, batter-laden gut bomb of deep-fried frustration, Heidi’s tem- 
pura-battered filets of fried caper-festooned fresh cod were light and crisp and 
completed with a remoulade that made my southern roots ache for home. 
THE HI-TOP 

Perhaps Hi-Lo Diner’s greatest contribution to the Twin Cities foodscape 
is the Hi-Top. This warm, scratch-made-to-order fried donut (that’s so much 
more than a donut) is topped with any of an amazing array of eight combina- 
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tions from sweet to savory. At the Hi-Top of my list was the Gary Coop’er. 
Buttermilk-soaked, spicy corn flake-coated fried chicken is blanketed with 
creamy country gravy and a naughty maple bourbon syrup. Think chicken 
and waffles. Also high up on the list: the Yum Yum Yum. Because it’s good, 
good, good. Spicy sweet Korean short ribs topped with a tart apple bacon slaw. 
HI-LO BURGER 

Everybody’s doing a burger, but so few are actually doing it right. While 
most are trying to outdo one another with an overabundance of accoutre- 
ments, Hi-Lo has learned the valuable burger lesson that less is more. Qual- 
ity house-ground beef on a Turtle Bread bun, layered with molten American 
cheese, a dollop of special sauce and a few house-brined sweet pickles prom- 
ise a burger experience truly few can offer in this town. Translation: add this 
to your must-have burger list immediately. 
HI-LO WINGS 

Speaking of things everybody thinks they do better than anyone, 
but probably don’t, let’s talk chicken wings. Where others fall short, Hi- 
Lo’s wings are non-hyperbolic flavor bombs. And they don’t need a tech- 
nicolor aftermarket sauce to make them shine either. These dry rub won- 
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PUBLIC HOUSE 


LATE NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR 


: ‚$ 2 К oe 
т=н 34 DRINKS, 


SSeS -PINTMINNEAPOLIS 


facebook.com/LavenderMagazine THEPINT.COM/430 1° Ave N 


302 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
(612) 676-1300 


www.theanchorfishandchips.com 


D'AMICO 


CATERING 


Imaginative Cuisine Impeccable Service 


Intriguing Venues Impressed Guests 


Calhoun Beach Club 


International Market Square Minneapolis Institute of Art 
Mill City Museum McNamara Alumni Center Minnesota History Center 
Sovereign Estate Winery Metropolitan Ballroom Loring Social 


and Clubroom The Museum of Russian Art 


Pique Travel Design 


"Best Caterer" “Best Caterer” "Best Venue" 
MINNESOTA BRIDE MINNESOTA MEETINGS AND EVENTS MINNESOTA BRIDE 


ви нок Ц. - S — — — 612.238.4444. damicocstering.com ИЖ 
IN MINNE: : 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS 


St. Helena Coffee Ground Estate 

Nepal Himalaya Organic 

Jim's 5 Star French Roast 

Jamaica Blue Mountain Pure And more... 


LINDEN HILLS ROASTERY 
2730 WEST 43rd ST. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
1st FLOOR IN SEARS &, 
“Же MALL OF AMERICA GOD. 


2000 NE COURT 
BLOOMINGTON, MN 55425 АРРОС 
~ Май Order 1-800-2-finest— | ano маМЕТ 


APPROVED 


Nylon Saddle 
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OUR SCENE 


ders crunch with a crisp only clever preparation can promise. 


ALBUQUERQUE SALAD 

Let’s be honest. I’m not a huge salad person. When faced with a menu full of 
meaty substance, I’m hard-pressed to opt for the lettuce-ier side of things. Un- 
less, it’s a weekday and I’m pretending to watch my calorie intake (which, let’s 
be honest, never happens). Sometimes you just need a salad. And other times 
you just want a salad. Like, say, the fiery Southwestern wonder of the Albuquer- 
que? The zesty marinated chicken alone could be a main dish all its own. 
LOX AND DAM BENEDICT 

Breakfast isn’t just for breakfast at Hi-Lo. Always on the menu, never an 
afterthought, your first meal of the day can definitely be your best. Whenever 
you decide to eat it. The Lox and Dam beats any Benedict with a melt-in-your- 
mouth smoked salmon almost as rich as the hollandaise that blankets it. Best 
thing about a diner is you get to have breakfast and dessert at the same time! 
And the desserts at Hi-Lo aren’t just a stale piece of pie on a plate either. 
SWEET TEA PIE 

Speaking of not just a stale piece of pie on a plate, the Sweet Tea pie is 
anything but. This homage to the syrupy sweet southern beverage was liter- 
ally one of best bites of my meal. A tea-infused custardy slice is the perfect 
kiss on top of an already amazing meal. The chocolate peanut butter pie was 
another table favorite. 
BIRTHDAY CAKE MALT 

Nothing goes with a burger better than a malt and Hi-Lo’s are highly addic- 
tive. You can stick to the classic chocolate, vanilla, or strawberry flavors or get 


serious with the likes of birthday cake (my personal favorite) or mint Oreo. 


COCKTAILS 

Drink-wise, Ryan Barott runs a cocktail menu from Dan Oskey of Tat- 
tersall Distillery as clever and playful as the menu. Take Hi-Lo’s take on 
the Harvey Wallbanger. The Harvey Walltanger combines Tattersall’s or- 
ange crema, Aquavit, Galliano, and Corazon bitters with that good old or- 
ange powder American classic, Tang. An array of ice cream cocktails adult 
up your dessert options as well. 


If youre mouth isn't already watering inappropriately and you haven't yet 
made plans to carry your fanny as quickly to Hi-Lo as possible, I question your 
life skills. There's so much good food waiting for you. And although this is one 
of the hottest new spots in town, don't forget that Hi-Lo is, after all, a diner. 
Like all good diners, it's open late. And early. Just because there's a dinner rush, 
doesn't mean you won't get in. They open daily at 6:30 a.m. and stay open until 
1:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday and 2:00 a.m. on Friday and Saturday. And 
they ve got a patio that seats 50 for those who prefer their dinner al fresco. 

Тор to bottom, Hi-Lo is a great concept turned into a tangible reality with 
a solid foundation of meaningful food created by a talented team committed 
to preserving an icon of Americana one tasty plate at a time. 

Just like Alice, Hi-Lo seems to be working out. Here's hoping she stays 
awhile. 

Ba ba bum bum bummmm. @ 


A MINT OREO MALT AND AN INTERNATIONAL WATERS COCKTAIL, MIXED UP BY RYAN IN A HURRICANE GLASS WITH A BIT OF FUN AND FLAIR TO MATCH THE AMBIENCE. 
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A TIME TO TOAST! 


Haskell’s Proudly Supports 
The Twin Cities GLBT Community. 


Haskell’s can help with your wedding receptions, bridal showers, summer 
parties or any celebration where wine, beer and spirits will be served. 


Haskell’s 
The Wine People! 
Bloomington • Chanhassen • Excelsior * Faribault • Maple Grove • Minneapolis • Minnetonka 
Plymouth • Saint Paul - Stillwater + White Bear Lake • Woodbury - haskells.com 


CRAFT 
COCKTAILS 
i 
20 LOCAL 
BEERS ON TAP 
cue 
M FULL-SERVICE 
ALL DAY 


% 


> 
Poa 


SARIC. LOCAL. 


— 1485! 


26th & Lyndale -Inside French Meadow - Minneapolis 


BLUESTEMBARMINNEAPOLIS.COM 


TWO HAPPY HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 


3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


Jin 


$3 Martinis 


During Happy Hour on Monday & Tuesdays! 


Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY | WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 


25% off Lunch or Dinner! 


Bring this ad in June Ist-30th 2016 
to receive your mS 
Pride discount мейі Pol. 


Not valid with other offers a fondue restaurant 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED * (612) 338-9900 * MELTINGPOT.COM 
BO S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 
OFFER VALID AT THE XX LOCATION ONLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS OR RESTRICTIONS. 
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BLITHE SPIRIT. PHOTO BY VICKI MADSEN 


SPOTLIGHT 


- by John Townsend - 
РЕГІ 


РЕТ SOUNDS / COVERS: А POP CONCERT 


Through June 11 

Cowles Center, 528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
612-435-0055 

www.cantussings.org 


That dreamy men’s chorus, Cantus, has turned to The Beach 
Boys for summer inspiration. What pop group could better suit 
that? And what group is better suited to do justice to their lush 
harmonies than Cantus: “Wouldn’t It Be Nice,” “Sloop John B.," 
“God Only Knows.” They are joined by a live band of accom- 
plished players: Lee Blaske on keyboard and woodwinds, Jer- 
emy Boettcher on bass, and David Schmalenberger on drums. 

Chris Foss, Cantus bass, says, “Pet Sounds is a coming of age 
story with a bittersweet pastiche of songs recalling the pangs of 
unrequited love. Many say the album elevated pop recordings 
to a larger, grander art form — one that collectively lives and 
breathes together. That resonated with us and the album really 
speaks to the narrative program we strive to create." 


BLITHE SPIRIT 


Through June 12 

Artistry Black Box Theater, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd. 
Bloomington 

951-563-8575 

www.artistrymn.org 


Noél Coward looms as one of the iconic gay playwrights for all 
time. He is best remembered for his mischievous high-brow wit, 
and did you know he was actually blacklisted by Adolph Hitler? He 
would have been arrested and murdered had the Führer success- 
fully invaded England. Coward actually trained for espionage work 
with Ian Fleming who would go on to create James Bond 007. 

Coward was known to be gay during the World War II years, 
but it wasn't spoken of. His elegant and flamboyant signature 


style earned him both admiration 
and ridicule. He is beloved for his 
screenplay for the patriotic film 
gem, In Which We Serve (1942). 
Moreover, he not only also acted 
in the film, but co-directed it with 
David Lean. Yes! You got that 
right: the man who went on to 
direct The Bridge on the River 
Kwai, Lawrence of Arabia, Doctor 
Zhivago, and Ryan's Daughter. 
Coward was so highly 
regarded by King George VI, 
that the monarch wanted him to 
receive a knighthood but Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill stood 
in the way. He was also a lauded 
popular songwriter; “Mad Dogs 
and Englishmen" is a celebrated 


classic comedic tune. His most 
popular play, Blithe Spirit (1941), 
is a masterwork of his trade- 
mark light comedic style, but 
mixed with the dark edge of the 
supernatural. It suited the year it 
was created because the English 
audience needed to laugh, with 
the Nazis on the verge of nearly 
conquering them. That proverbial 
balance of light and dark. 

At Artistry, director Ellen 
Fenster relates how Coward main- 
tained a bright attitude in spite of 
it all: “Coward’s jokes are often 
at the expense of the upper class, 
the institution of marriage, and 
the war of the sexes. Yet somehow 
his plays don't rely on cynicism to 
make their points. Coward's keen 
insight and sharp wit entertains 
without alienating, something rare 
in modern playwriting." 


NEW WORKS 4 WEEKS 


Through June 19 

Red Eye Theater, 15 W 14th St., 
Minneapolis 

612-870-0309 
www.redeyetheater.org 


Red Eye Theater has long been 
the “go-to” place for experimental 
performance pieces. Its month-long 
series of new work is even edgier 
than much of its work the rest of 
the year. The New Works 4 Weeks 
festival is in full swing now. Therese 
Madaus's Read My Lips / Don't 
Lie (June 9-12) explores lip sync, 
drag, dance, and hidden desire. 

Lip sync becomes choreography 
and lips are limbs. The dance 
artists will consider masculinity, 
longing, and inquiring into what 


SCAPEGOAT. PHOTO BY BRUCE SILCOX 
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COFFEE 
WITHOUT 
CAFFEINE 
i8 LIKE 
SEA 
WITHOUT 


“Тип Citie LEATHER 


Leather 
— — m Hennepin Ave 5. 

i] & Lalte Minneapolis, MN 55408 
Y (612) 756- 9825 
www.twincitiesleather.com 


l'unchtimelDeliverylEvenywhere 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul 
651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2303 
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“Happy PRIDE from Aki" 


sample tasty 


thanks @ereyayouknowme - 
awesome photo of our burger! 


-— м 


HAPPY HOUR DRINK SPECIALS 
MON-FRI 230-6PM, 
SUN: 9PM - CLOSE 


LATE NIGHT FOOD SPECIALS: 
MON - SAT: 10PM-MIDNIGHT 


ICEHOUSE 


MPLS. MINN, ———————————— 


2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH * MINNEAPOLIS 


tt © ereyayouknowme 
612.276.6523 NAE 


lunch, dinner, cocktails daily + sat & sun brunch 
northeast тріѕ + on the river 
2124 marshall st * 612-789-0333 
www.The-Sample-Room.com 


OPEN FOR LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT. 


MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK 


РАЯ GN THE PATO! 


* The Park Tavern patio is open 
every day; just add friends for a 
good time (weather permitting; canine 
friends welcome!) 

* Dine al fresco! Our full menu is 
available on the patio 


* Great selection of local brews 


* Private & Semi-private use 
available (seating for 100) 


Mississippi Market 
Natural Foods Co-op 


3401 Louisiana Ave S 
rk 


St Louis Park, MN msmarket.coop 


Tavern (952) 929-6810 


eatxdrink*bowlxparty www.parktavern.net 


3 SAINT PAUL LOCATIONS 
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From Loring Park, North Loop, and the West Bank 
Come Home to a Weidner Community 


uw NI 


2 2 2 222 Hennepin Ave. S 1800 Washington Ave. S 415 Oak Grove St. 
North Loop West Bank V С Loring Park 
ҮЛ | €12 3444000 (612) 643-5527 U (612) 259-3702 


222Hennepin.com apartments 7westApts.com LoringVue.com 


a [if WEIDNER 


APARTMENT HOMES 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


Р СІ DARBY'S 


PUB Se Е ЕЛЕЕ 


“The Twin Cities’ 
(Best Patio” 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS 


Ем.) , Оос Е] p қ 
j " " INNER WITH v, 2 “Seca, 
p" же қ A Das CUR BEST FRIEND 
<< ү pn 1 bh X жасу J А — —— 


———— à; > PU Д ер — 
3-4-5 HAPPY HOUR - CONCERTS - GAMES 
PRIVATE EVENTS - FUNDRAISERS - CATERING - AND MORE 
315 DTH AVEN-612.746.5064 - wwW.DARBYSMPLS.COM 


PUB & GRILL 


SPOTLIGHT 


D. ALLEN _ BEX _ JAX JACKI BROWN _ LYDIA BROWN _ LARRY CONNOLLY 
DAVID CUMMER _ BRENNA CYR МЕС DAY _ CHRISTOPHER DEMPSEY 
CARL WAYNE DENNEY _ ARTHUR DURKEE _ MARK ELLIS _ MONIQUE FLYNN 
ALLISON FRADKIN _ KENNY FRIES _ JOEL GATES _ BEATRICE HALE 

TAK HALLUS _ STEPHANIE HEIT _ SARA IBRAHAM 

JASON T. INGRAM _ CYREE JARELLE JOHNSON 

| JOHN В. KILLACKY _ PETRA KUPPERS 


% {А é TRAVIS CHI WING LAU 
uw KATHARINA LOVE 

4 ГЕ TORANSE LOWELL 

v LIV MAMMONE 

” KIT MEAD 
5 DONNA MINKOWITZ 
ANDREW MORRISON-GURZA 

ZAK PLUM 

MARIKA PROKOSH 

KRISTEN RINGMAN 

MICHAEL RUSSELL 

BARBARA RUTH 

LUCAS SCHEELK 

JAMES SCHWARTZ 

MAVERICK SMITH 

THE POET SPIEL 

WHITTIER STRONG 

JOHN WHITTIER TREAT 

GREGORY VILLA 

ASHLEY VOLION 

NOLA WEBER 

OUINTAN ANA WIKSWO 

DONNA WILLIAMS 

KATHI WOLFE 


_ A QUEER DISABILITY ANTHOLOGY . 
RAYMOND LUCZAK, EDITOR 


QDA: A QUEER DISABILITY ANTHOLOGY. 


is real and what is not. Madaus performs with Megan Mayer 
and Stephanie Strombelis. 

Dolo McComb, who impressed with her sensual choreog- 
raphy in last year's Red Eye production of The Slow Motion 
Carnival, is staging dancers and movers as they explore sacred 
space. Titled woo (June 16-19), this piece is said to take us into 
the nature of truth, medicine, ecstasy, slapstick, and divinity in 
everyday life. Kimberly Lesik, Scott Stafford, and guest artist Lia 
Bentley are featured in the ensemble. 


of poverty that was experienced 
by these croppers, both black and 
white, made me want to examine 
them more closely. We are all 
familiar with the Walker Evans and 
Dorothea Lange WPA photos in 
Alabama of the croppers, but the 
stories behind the photos and the 
thousands like them are missing." 


QUEER PROM 

June 19, 7:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Hell's Kitchen, 80 S 9th St., 
Minneapolis 
www.tctwentypercent.org 

It’s that time of year again! 
20% Theatre Company Twin 
Cities hosts their fifth annual 
Queer Prom which welcomes all 
(18+) queers and allies. DJ Shan- 
non Blowtorch and performers, 
including Martina Maraschino and 
Blaze Bordeaux, will energize the 
prom spirit at the delicious Hell’s 
Kitchen. Speaking of spirits, you 
can grab a specialty cocktail and 
drink specials at the cash bar. 

A prom for queer people is 
actually a healing experience. By 
and large, if GLBTQ Americans 
attended their high school prom 
at all, it was with a person of the 
gender they were not actually 
attracted to or they went without 
feeling the freedom to show their 
preferred gender expression and 
presentation. A queer prom can 
balance the scales and make for 
closure on the problem of feeling 
excluded at high school’s signa- 
ture event. 


SCAPEGOAT 

Through June 26 

Pillsbury House Theatre, 3501 Chicago Ave., Minneapolis 
612-824-1459 

www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


When playwright Christina M. Ham (Crash Test Dummies, 
Nina Simone: Four Women) was teaching lynching dramas she 
uncovered one by Ida B.Wells. This story related the Elaine, Ark. 
race riots by black farmers who were trying to organize a union. 
It was one of the worst massacres of the post-Reconstruction era 
and a historic example of grass roots organizing. 

Ham shares, “I was inspired to write Scapegoat for the genera- 
tions of my family that were sharecroppers in Alabama and South 
Carolina. I was woefully ignorant about what a sharecropper did and 
the exploitation that they suffered post-emancipation. The amount 


QDA: A QUEER 
DISABILITY 
ANTHOLOGY 


www.squaresandrebels.com 


Persons with disabilities 
are more marginalized than 
any group of people. They are 
routinely asexualized, portrayed 
in infantile terms, and expected to 
function in the cookie-cutter ways 
that those without disabilities can 
and do. In QDA: A Queer Disabil- 
ity Anthology, Raymond Luczak 
has mindfully and lovingly edited 
a stunning assemblage of stories, 
poems, and comic strips by queer 
voices that stretch beyond the 


grievance list approach that too 
often passes for art in service of 
identity politics.This anthology is 
a landmark in the history of queer 
art and literature. 

For example, Outcast: Deaf, 
Gay, Christian by Joel Gates 
is not just another queer rant 
against conservative Christian- 
ity. He relates specific experi- 
ences and observations of his 
world and his inner states in a 
way that is poignant, wrench- 
ing, and clear. Early on he had 
feelings of same-sex attraction 
and as time went on he became 
increasingly alienated from not 
being free to talk about it and, 
therefore, work with it. There is 
that tragic division between the 
family you love and the person 
within you that you are meant to 
be. Few stories capture that as 
vividly as this one. 

Poet Marika Prokosh’s The 
Use of Blindness is one of those 
rare and great works that im- 
mediately plunges you into its 
own distinct dimension. She 
takes us into the full weight of 
her experience, something not 
widely understood in these days 
of sound bites, slogans, and 
instant gratification: “My sud- 
den double / vision was caused 
by a swollen cornea, / not an 
illustrative fracturing of the self. 
Reverse / the cause and effect. If 
you invoke a simile / for schizo- 
phrenia, I will scream.” Prokosh 
makes demands of her reader, as 
opposed to appealing to a lower 
common denominator. 

Donna Moskowitz’s How I Got 
Disabled is a lively account of how 
individual a disability can be as 
she relates her struggle with Re- 
petitive Strain Injury (RSD: “It 
was a strange ailment, reader.” 
She also goes into fascinating 
bits and pieces about women she 
has dated. Kathi Wolfe of The 
Uppity Blind Girls Poems fame is 
well-represented in QDA with ir- 
reverent and delightful selections. 
There is also fine poetry by David 
Cummer. Moreover, there are 
captivating comic strips by Bex 
and Zak Plum. (9 
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Trying to recover from the child star or teen idol label has been the 
demise of countless celebrities, but Nick Jonas has thoroughly shucked 
that label and emerged as an adult solo artist, and he can feel it.” 

I feel really free,” he assures me. “The most free in my life that Гуе ever 
been. Career-wise I don’t feel trapped. I feel great. And as far as me, Nick, 
as a person, I feel the most free.” 

Creatively, the 23-year-old is in a spot where he is proud of the work 
he’s doing and admits, “I’m able to just create freely and do some things 


OUR SCENE 
- by Shane Lueck - 


MANY FATS 


that are pushing the envelope for me a bit and hopefully really connecting 
with my audience. In the past, I was creating and feeling like I have to cen- 
sor myself in some way, and figure out the best way to say something that's 
not necessarily the most honest. I don’t have to do that anymore.” 

By the time Jonas was a teenager, he already had a career that working 
actors could only fever-dream about: being discovered in a hair salon when 
he was six years old, performing on the Broadway stage, and starring in a 
series of Disney TV shows and the Camp Rock movie franchise. Of course, 
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he was also one-third of the mass hysteria-inducing boy band Jonas Broth- 
ers, with brothers Kevin and Joe. 

Experiencing that magnitude of fame — the kind where your face is plas- 
tered over lunch boxes, T-shirts, and television screens — made him ner- 
vous. The pressure to be perfect, lest everything disappear, was a legitimate 
and real fear for him. The brothers rode the highs and lows of teen stardom 
until they finally split in 2013, after a 2010 hiatus, to explore solo projects. It 
was difficult and emotional for all of them, Jonas says, but he acknowledges 
that “it would have ended badly if we hadn’t ended it when we did.” 

In the last couple of years, Jonas has worked hard to reintroduce him- 
self to the world. He explored new sides of himself with 201475 self-titled 
album, Nick Jonas, an R&B-infused pop confection that’s Timberlake-esque. 
It features the hit single, “Jealous,” which everyone in the known world has 
heard a version of, whether it be the 
gospel version, Tinashe remix, or 
the original. 

Jonas has also kept active in TV, 
playing a gay MMA fighter on the 
DirecTV drama Kingdom and flex- 
ing his comedy skills on Fox’s hor- 
ror spoof, Scream Queens. Jonas’ 
path to an EGOT puts him squarely 
in the viewfinder of all cameras, so 
it’s no surprise that he’s been in the 
tabloids for just about everything 
ranging from his 2015 breakup with 
long-term girlfriend Olivia Culpo, to 
speculation about his sexuality, to 
gossip that he’s been hooking up 
with Kate Hudson. 

Jonas has lately been drawn to 
complicated depictions of mascu- 
linity. For example, neither of the 
characters he’s playing is really 
out of the closet. “My character on 
Kingdom deals with so much,” he 
says. “There’s a responsibility that I 
feel to tell that story as honestly as 
possible and not be afraid of it. He’s 
living in an incredibly macho world 
and isn’t able to be who he wants to 
be or who he is.” 

Unsurprisingly, Jonas has at- 
tracted a fervent gay fan base that 
isn’t just checking for his TV roles 
and music, but his frequent appear- 
ances at Pride parades and gay 
clubs, as well. Equality is a very 
important issue to him, he insists, 
explaining that his theater background and exposure to the community at 
an early age heightened his awareness. Publicly, it appears as if he’s been 
carefully toeing a line, maintaining his heterosexuality, but still playing coy 
about any possible relationships with men. At the same time, it feels like a 
new frontier to see a mainstream, very straight-seeming male pop star un- 
abashedly catering to the gay community without fear of stigma. 

But that commitment to the community has also been met with backlash, 
with critics saying Jonas is merely gay-baiting, to which Jonas just shakes 
his head. It frustrates him that some people think he’s exploiting the com- 
munity for his own ends. “I think there is negativity on any move toward 
progress,” he shares. “Things that make people uncomfortable cause them 
to go to places where they say things that are really quite the opposite of 
where I think we need to take things. So there's, on my part, no question of 
my intention or my heart and the purity of that. Гуе just got to stay in that 
and not worry about the other stuff." 

It would appear his commitment to the GLBT community knows no 
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bounds, as he and Demi Lovato cancelled two tour dates that were sched- 
uled for North Carolina in the wake of HB2. But that decision didn't come 
lightly. ^I think that it's an incredibly tough situation overall and Demi and 
Iand our team did our best to make what we felt was the best decision pos- 
sible to hopefully see a positive outcome from this unfortunate situation," 
he sighs before continuing. “Апа we are understanding the fact that this is 
disappointing to our fans but we're just really hopeful that they understand 
and that there is real change from this." 

That tour is to promote the release of his new album, Last Year Was 
Complicated, out June 10. When we start talking music, Jonas begins talk- 
ing quicker, clearly excited for fans to hear his new music. After a year of 
professional growth and personal upheaval, Jonas is using the new record to 
document his evolution emotionally, vocally, and instrumentally. ^I think per- 
sonal life and career have to kind of 
line up in the sense that my career 
changed so dramatically," he says, 
"and then I think I had some catch- 
ing up to do." 

The word "vulnerable" comes 
up a lot when he talks about the 
project. By that he means not just in 
the songs, but in his musicianship. 
“I play drums, guitar, keys. That's a 
huge part of my artistry, and I'm go- 
ing to make an effort to show more 
of that," he says. 

He mentions new songs — 
"Chainsaw" about his breakup 
with Culpo and "Don't Make Me 
Choose" — that he feels are show- 
casing this more vulnerable self. 
Most of the album was recorded at 
Jonas' house, a place he considers 
therapeutic and that helped him 
after his breakup. He doesn't hide 
the fact that the split is a large influ- 
ence on the new songs. "Naturally 
I'm going to pull alot from that," he 
says. "Not even so much about that 
relationship in particular, but about 
my state of mind, who I want to be. 
I'm meeting new people, and what 
that has been like. Also, just as a 
general change in my life. This year 
has been kind of nuts." 

This album is about telling Jo- 
nas' story using his words, his way. 
"[ think the main thing for me on 
this record was digging as deep as 
possible in my song writing and laying out my story the best way I could," he 
shares. "It's been an interesting year, to get to work through all that through 
the music feels really good." 

With his previous albums being heavily influenced by R&B, fans can ex- 
pect a similar sound from Jonas’ newest venture...but with a twist. “I think 
it’s the combination of sounds for me,” Jonas says, sounding giddy. “Be- 
tween my classic soul to more modern stuff that I’m really liking. This album 
is about trying to continue to push myself to grow and bring different ele- 
ments of my sound and also some alternative music that I’ve really enjoyed.” 

It seems Jonas succeeds at anything he tries, landing multiple starring 
roles on TV and film, accompanied by chart-topping music, so I had to ask: 
is there something you've tried and not been good at? Jonas lets out the 
loudest laugh of the conversation before finally saying, “Yeah a few things. 
I usually pursue things with a really humble attitude and grow as much as 
possible. I’m sure one day I'll meet my match and fail miserably, but for now, 
things seem to be working out." @ 
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STRANGE NAMES FRONT MAN 


LIAM BENZVI 


ON PRONOUNS, EYE CONTACT, AND FEELING FREE 


I heard murmurings of a hot local band called Strange Names while finishing up my undergrad at 
the University of Minnesota roughly five years ago. This fantastic trio made up of Liam Benzvi, Francis 
Ximenez, and Fletcher Aleckson have since relocated to Benzvi’s hometown of Brooklyn, New York 
and are knee-deep in the production of their second studio album with Frenchkiss Records. In the past 
couple years, they have toured nationally, playing countless venues, and opening for the likes of Azealia 
Banks, Janelle Monae, and Yeasayer. Known for their “next-wave” sound, the band delivers hypnotic 
riffs and iconic pop-rock vocals that make you want to move. I was lucky enough to catch Benzvi for an 
interview before he set off for some creative exploration in Berlin. Benzi was refreshingly candid, with 
a charisma as evident in conversation as it is in performance. 
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What’s new, Liam? 

Liam Benzvi: We toured in the fall 
then had some down time in New York, 
some time to get to know ourselves a 
little better. We just wrote a lot and kind 
of went through a lot of emotions indi- 
vidually and now we're ready to put all 
ofthat into a focused well we can all pull 
from for this next record. We already 
recorded an A Side/B Side in February 
so, as a physical release, we're going to 
release that exclusively in the U.K., and 
then have it be a U.S. import, which is 
hilarious for an American band to do, 
but we're silly. We just really are itching 
to go overseas at this point. I feel like 
what we're making will resonate there. 
We've never been there as a band and 
we're dying to go. 


How do you feel this new album 
is going to be different from what 
we have heard from Strange Names 
before? 

LB: We've been saying it's going to 
be weirder. We're all yearning to throw 
ideas at the wall and watch them fall. If 
we can give ourselves the freedom to 
do that, we'll have a really good record. 
We're feeling a lot freer and we want to 
hold ourselves accountable for every 
single thing that we do. 


You graduated from the Guth- 
rie's BFA Acting Conservatory, one 
of the most intensive acting pro- 
grams in the country. Have your 
experiences as an actor influenced 
your approach to being a musician? 

LB: One hundred percent. You 
have to get up on stage and you have 
to address an audience. I feel like I’ve 
seen a lot of [musicians] be very intro- 
verted and you get bored when you see 
someone kind of uncomfortable, relying on the fact 
that they might seem brooding. I find that almost in- 
sulting. You pay to see a show and you should get a 
show. You have to be conscious of that. I find “cool” 
to be very boring. 


Yeah, I think there's a lot to be said for 
showing an audience gratitude in an authentic 
way. 

LB: Last year I saw Savages play at Mercury 
Lounge. They were doing a bunch of small shows at 


different New York venues. It was one of the most powerful performances 
Гуе ever seen. The singer, Jehnny Beth, she looked everyone in the audi- 
ence directly in the eye and would sing to them with such intensity. I couldn't 
help but turn completely red and be completely engaged. That was right 
before we were about to tour with Azealia Banks, so I really took to heart 


what [Jehnny Beth] was doing. 


Strange Names started in the Twin Cities. How are Twin Cities 


audiences different from audiences nationwide? 


MUSIC 


| feel like Гуе seen а 
lot of [musicians] be 
very introverted and 
you get bored when 
you see someone kind 
of uncomfortable. 


LB: It’s so fun to be in a band in the 
Twin Cities. In some ways I feel like 
we're not a Twin Cities band any more 
because we moved away two years ago 
now, but we always feel very welcomed. 
People have a lot of fun at shows there. 
New York is lonely. The Twin Cities 
definitely started the fire. 


I love your music video for 
"Trespassing." Its very visceral, 
sexual, dark, and strange. How did 
that collaboration with avant-garde 
filmmakers, Anthony and Alex, 
come about? 

LB: Anthony and Alex are fuck- 
ing rock stars. They have a very clear 
aesthetic. They came and saw us per- 
form and we spoke after. When anyone 
looks you directly in the eyes and has 
so much conviction with whatever their 
idea is, you kind of can't help but fall 
in love with it, unless it's just heinous. 
We really wanted to go for a very camp, 
very weird, grotesque video and they 
were willing to do it on a limited bud- 
get. So we went for it, drove to Jersey 
City to this crazy hotel and spent almost 
24 hours there. We even saw this cycle 
of prostitutes and their Johns going in 
and out all night while we were filming. 


Strange Names has been noted 
for having a throwback glam-pop 
feel. When do you remember first 
finding an affinity to '80s sounds? 

LB: I used to dance around my 
mom’s bedroom to Cyndi Lauper when 
I was a little kid and B 52's I was all 
about. As I got a little older I got into 
Siouxsie and the Cure. I actually just 
got a Siouxsie and the Banshees tattoo 
on my arm. There was just something 
super cool about that [music], kind of 
glam, kind of goth. I didn't see that in the '90s. 


What challenges have come about as a 
queer artist in a genre that is still predomi- 
nantly heterosexual? 

LB: Ive never really cared that much about 
it, but I have been using the male pronoun as the 
subject a lot more. I'm into it. Being an actor, you 
want to be a chameleon. You have a lot of hostile 
people telling you to be a versatile actor and what 
they really mean is be heterosexual on stage. The 


conservatory program was a great experience, but it put pressure on me to 
distance myself personally from the music I was making. Since I've stopped 
acting formally, Гуе become a lot more comfortable with myself and what I 
want to express in my lyrics. Part of that is also that now I've been in a couple 
relationships. I've been totally obsessed with people and I'm like, fuck it, Pm 


just going to say Aim. Ө 


Listen, watch, and follow at www.strangenamesmusic.com. 
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MINNESOTA'S OWN JASON MATHESON PREPARES FOR A NATIONAL TEST-RUN OF HIS DAYTIME TALK SHOW, THE JASON SHOW. PHOTO BY ANTHONY ONGARO 


JASON MATHESON 


Goes National 


A young boy sits on a giant rock. With the wilderness on his grandfather’s property as his audience, 
that rock serves as the stage from which the boy hosts a Johnny Carson-like talk show. 

To go from that to actually having a talk show is pretty extraordinary and it “feels pretty surreal,” says 
Jason Matheson. “I’m one of the lucky few. When people in my life vacillated on what they wanted to do, 
I’ve always, always known.” 
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While other kids were watching cartoons, the future host of The 
Jason Show was in the house watching (and studying) Johnny Carson, 
Letterman, and Oprah. “It’s always been a source of fascination,” 
Matheson shares. “It’s a format that has always appealed to me because 
of the ability to be yourself.” 

Matheson began his TV career as a WCCO-TV 
dispatcher in 1997. In 2000 he left WCCO to go to 
Fox 9 and produce entertainment segments. That 
expanded into on-camera spots and eventually a 
30-minute show. He also was allowed to do a radio 
show that helped catapult his TV career. Now, after 
a brief stint back at WCCO, Matheson has returned 
to Fox 9 for that dream job: hosting a talk show. 

The Jason Show debuted August 21, 2015 and is already slated for a 
national test-run. If you ask Matheson, the greatest gift he could have 
received came from his boss, who discovered Oprah in Chicago. “He 
gave her the same advice that he gave me which is, go on the air and 
be yourself,” he says. “When a boss tells you that, especially in this 
business, it’s pretty extraordinary. Not just for a talk show, but I think 
that really is the key to being successful in TV. I think people can spot 
when you're being phony or you're just kind of faking or phoning it in. 


“FORMAT WISE, THE 
PACE OF THE SHOW 
WILL QUICKEN, BUT 
THE CONTENT WILL 
REMAIN THE SAME.” 


So it sounds like a really simple piece of advice, but it’s important and it’s 
sometimes hard to do.” 

With Matheson behind the desk, and everyone involved with the 
show a lover of daytime TV, he says they were able to create a formula 
that works. “We took the heart of Oprah, the snarki- 
ness of Letterman, the games of Fallon, and we just 
took pieces of all of our favorite shows and melded 
them together and did it in our own way. In a very Min- 
nesota, Midwest way,” he shares. “I think that’s one of 
the great things about the national version of the show 
is the fact that we’re not L.A.-ing it up. It’s very purpose- 
ful that the show was here. They could have moved it if 
they wanted to, even for this test, but it’s very deliber- 
ate that the show’s here. Because there are so many shows in New York 
and L.A., that they wanted that Midwest point of view that comes from 
this area.” 

The Midwest has certainly been lacking representation in the talk 
show arena since Oprah left the air, and The Jason Show is ready to step 
into the ring. With tests confirmed through June and into early July in 
the Dallas, L.A., and Phoenix markets, Matheson confirms that not a 
whole lot is going to change. Format wise, the pace of the show will 


A POP CULTURE ENTHUSIAST, JASON MATHESON (RIGHT) DISCUSSES RECENT HEADLINES.. PHOTO BY ANTHONY ONGARO 
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MATHESON SAYS VIEWERS WILL SEE BASICALLY THE SAME SET AS ALWAYS, JUST SLIGHTLY ENLARGED AND "SPRUCED UP A BIT." PHOTO BY ANTHONY ONGARO 


quicken, but the content will remain the same. 

"You're going to notice that we're really going to spotlight Minnesota 
and what makes us great and why people are so fascinated by Minneso- 
ta,” Matheson laughs. “I mean, if you look at BuzzFeed, every other day 
there is a Minnesota-themed list. So we're going to explore that. It's very 
funny, but it's true. As far as physical changes or visual changes, they're 
enlarging the set. They're adding elements to make it a little grander, a 
little bigger, but still keeping that intimate feel. Visually, that's what you'll 
notice, basically just sprucing it up a little bit." 

According to Matheson, the Minnesota roots of the show are exactly 
what drew attention to his show in the first place, and he can't wait to 
showcase what The North Star State has to offer. Saying just how proud 
he is of the Twin Cities, he adds, “It would mean the world to everyone 
on the show if the show was kind of a vehicle to shine a spotlight on the 
area so that we can show them we're more than just a chilly tundra. It 
would mean a lot." 

^We're really going to try to dispel the perception that it's just winter 12 
months out of the year," he continues. “We know it, but I think we want to 
surprise people with the amount of culture here. I mean, I don't think a lot 
of people know that we're second to New York in theater seats per capita. 
And we're in the top cities as far as biking and hiking trails. So all of that, 
our light-hearted goal is to break down all of those myths and all of those 
goofy stereotypes that exist about Minnesota. If we can do that, if we can 
chip away at maybe one or two of them, that would be great." 

It's a great goal, but surely getting a national test less than a year after 
debuting in the local market is unusual. As Matheson confirms, normally 
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the timeline for a national expansion happens very differently. Fox tests 
shows almost every year, usually in the summer, but what makes The 
Jason Show different from other short-lived programs like Bethanny 
(hosted by Real Housewife Bethanny Frankel) or Kris (hosted by Kris 
Jenner), is that Matheson hosts an already-established show. If the na- 
tional run of the show doesn’t work out, for whatever reason, Matheson 
will still have a show here in Minnesota. 

The rare opportunity for a national show isn’t lost on Matheson. “I’m 
not trying to be sappy here, but when I was that little kid on the rock, my 
only dream was to do television in whatever capacity,” he says. “So I always 
say all of this is gravy. This is all like extra blessings. And it just means that 
sometimes, you dream a certain size, but the world has different plans 
sometimes and you just have to go with it. It means a lot to me, the fact that 
the show has done well here and the fact that the company wants to take 
a chance to see if it would work nationally — are you kidding me? That’s 
a small pool of people that has had this opportunity. So, to have it? I don’t 
take it lightly. It’s the definition of a dream come true.” 

Yes, getting a chance to test a national talk show program is astound- 
ing, but especially so for Matheson. “As an out gay man, to have this 
opportunity, as the younger version of myself growing up in small-town 
Indiana, I would never have imagined that I would be given this plat- 


form.” Q 


The Jason Show airs in Minneapolis [KMSP] at 10 a.m. Confirmed locations for 
the national test beginning June 6 include Los Angeles (KTTV at 1 p.m.], Dal- 
las [KDFW at 2 p.m.], and Phoenix (KSAZ at 2 p.m.]. 


A New Play by Philip Dawkins 
JUNE 17 = JULY 31 


тєр DEFINITION OF LUXURY 


TICKETS 


Directed by JEREMY B. COHEN 
Featuring PATRICK BAILEY, NATHAN BARLOW, EMILY GUNYOU 
HALAAS, KASEY MAHAFFY, and MICHAEL WIESER 


the flats at west end 


Imagine living amongst the best collection of fashion, food and entertainment 
in the Twin Cities while being only minutes from downtown Minneapolis. 
Located conveniently near MN-100 and |-394. 


Enjoy smashing amenities including granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances, in-flat washer/dryer, and a balcony or patio, 
as well as а rooftop terrace, pool, fitness club & yoga studio, 
and a bocce ball court. 


For more information contact our 
Leasing Office at 952-937-8363 


Kander & Ebb з All That Jazz ` ` ae” 


From Cabaret to Chicago to “New York, New York" . 


i by JEFFREY P. SCOTT & 


5. JAMES A. ROCCO 
888. sted by JAMES А. ROCCO 
Musical Direction and Arrangements 


( үру, RAYMOND BERG 


аба 10-12 2016 


1 ORDWAY.ORG 651.224.4222 


The Flats at West tEnd 
16th Street West | St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 85 


Q 


PRIDE 
2016 


OUR SCENE 
- by Mike Marcotte - 


FINDING YOUR VOICE: 
HOW IHE MINNESOTA 
BOYCHOIR HELPS YOUNG MEN 
DISCOVER THEIR IDENTITY 


THE BOYCHOIR AT THE VATICAN, 2011. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MINNESOTA BOYCHOIR 


What each of us does to commemorate Pride varies. Some stroll through Loring Park during the festi- 
val while, for others, it’s gathering with friends over brunch. For the entire GLBTQA community, Pride 
serves as an annual check-in. We reminiscence over how far we’ve come and rally together to battle for 
inclusion and basic rights. Pride is an opportunity for those looking to be a part of something bigger to 
make an impact as a united front. It allows those struggling with their identity to find their voice. 


The Minnesota Boychoir’s motto of “helping boys find their voice” is 
exactly what they have done for 54 years. The nonprofit serves young men 
seven to 18 years old from Minneapolis, Saint Paul, and over 40 suburbs. 
And similar to what Pride does for the Lavender community, the Boychoir 
strengthens individual voices to create a unified sound that changes lives. 

Isaac van Bruggen is an alum of the Boychoir, first joining in sixth grade 
and singing through graduation from Irondale High School. Through the 
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organization, he performed on a cruise to Alaska and went on a whirlwind 
tour to Toronto, Ottawa, Quebec City, and Montreal. On his 16th birthday 
in 2007, van Bruggen and fellow Boychoir members headlined a concert 
inside the Sydney Opera House in Australia. And, for Isaac, the Boychoir 
was a safe haven. 

“The Boychoir was the one place outside of my immediate family where 
I felt like I could be myself 100 percent of the time. It allowed me to explore 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: INSIDE ST. PETER'S BASILICA AT THE VATICAN, 2011; CONCERT AT LANDMARK CENTER, 1995; SENIORS AT WAPO WITH MARK JOHNSON, 
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INCLUDING ISAAC VAN BRUGGEN, THIRD FROM RIGHT; VANYA VOSKRESENSKY; AND HORNE/ROUILLARD FAMILY (MAX IS AT TOP). PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE 


MINNESOTA BOYCHOIR 


who I am and gave me a space to reveal new sides of myself without fear. A 
big part of this journey was seeing successful gay adults; something that, at 
17, I knew was possible, but was still a scary thought. That was huge.” 

When Vanya Voskresensky struggled with the coming out process as a 
ninth grader at Mounds View High School, Boychoir families were there to 
provide what many teens take for granted. 

“Coming from a family that doesn’t talk about the subject or asks ‘when 
will you propose to her’ each time my girl bestie visits, I needed a family that 
was able to accept and help me. With extremely limited support from home, 
I turned to the Boychoir family for help. I didn’t realize the mess I was in. 
Parents of other members saw my challenges and I was offered a job at a 


family restaurant, beds to sleep in and homes to stay in, and offered the ac- 
ceptance I missed at home. I don’t know of any other organization that would 
provide as much support and love in times of need as this one. Now, I give 
back as much as I can. It’s the least I can do. The least.” 

Voskresensky, who was in the Boychoir for eight years, now is a chap- 
erone on music retreats and tours, including this year’s trip to Kansas City. 
He’s serving as a role model to current members. 

The winning formula of creating community spanning generations is de- 
veloped by Executive and Artistic Director Mark Johnson, who started with 
the Boychoir in 1992. 

“Our family community is so close, tight-knit, loving, and supportive that 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 90 
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et Running Aces 
NE 4" 


‘ 27. Star Tribune’s Best | 
; “Throwback Venue” 


MAY 17 - SEPT3 “У 


} www.CroonersLoungeMN.com 
On Highway 65, just north of 694 
on Moore Lake | 763-571-9020 


їсс TROUT AIR 


=DUNSMORE 
ЖАЗЫ ЖҰ FISHING 


EXPERIENCE 


YOU CATCH’EM, WE COOK’EM 


FISHING & FRESH Ф 20 


ONERS 


„ Clube 


TUESDAYS & FRIDAYS: 4PM-9PM 
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS: TIAM-9PM 


t 
WE ! 
А mS venue with m ass TROUT DINNER з 
MSAN 2 г A В m. 
musicians; cocktail and dinner service. 


OAndtea Canter 


ther: Inclusive 
а * a 


CTC is PROUD to welcome people +” 
of all ability, ethnicity, economic Es * i 
status, sexual orientation, and Жж” ; NV 


gender identity. "- 


W 
Elephant & Piggie's We Are in a Play! E 


Cinderella 
Dr.Seuss' The Sneetches 


Theatre Arts Training classes 


for ages 2-18 children's 


theatre 


Create ALLtogether j E x 
amazing memories 444 childrenstheatre.org 


Photo by Tony Nelson 
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SAT, OCT 1 
Grupo Corpo 


THU, OCT 20 
Canada's Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet in Dracula 


with live orchestra 
SAT, NOV 12 


Aszure Barton & Artists 
in Awáa 


TUE, JAN 24 
Batsheva Dance Company 
in Decadance 2017 


THU, FEB 16 
CCN-Ballet de Lorraine 


TUE, FEB 28 
Bereishit Dance Company 


with live music on stage 


This season's programming is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board 
Operating Support grant, thanks to legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 


Batsheva Dance Company and CCN-Ballet de Lorraine are copresented with the Walker Art Center. Kidd Pivot/ 
Electric Company Theatre is presented in cooperation with the U of M Department of Theatre Arts & Dance. 
Support for Torrent is provided by the U of M Dance Program through the Sage Cowles Land Grant Chair. 


SERIES PACKAGES 


& SINGLE TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW! 


HROP 


2016 // 17 DANCE 


TUE-WED, MAR 21-22 
Kidd Pivot/Electric Company 
Theatre in Betroffenheit 


SAT, MAR 25 
Malandain Ballet Biarritz 
in La Belle et la Béte 


SAT, APR 8 
Scottish Ballet in Matthew 
Bourne's Highland Fling 


with live orchestra 


SAT, APR 22 

Brian Brooks Moving Company 
in a mixed repertory including 
Torrent with U of M students 


WED, MAY 17 
Eifman Ballet in Red Giselle 


Ж 
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OUR SCENE 


MARK JOHNSON, DIRECTING AS WELL AS INSTILLING LIFELONG TRAITS THAT TURN BOYS INTO OUTSTANDING MEN. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MINNESOTA BOYCHOIR 


everyone can immediately feel like they can contribute and be a major part 
of the overall success of the organization. The music is the foundation to 
building great people. The fact that you sing for yourself, you sing for your 
brothers on either side of you, and you sing to represent the Minnesota Boy- 
choir is a powerful motivator and common denominator in our community.” 

The young men on stage come from all walks of life: queer and straight, 
football players and math team members. And the Boychoir is honored to 
welcome GLBT families in the community. Deb Horne and Amy Rouillard 
enrolled their son, Max, when he was seven years old. 

“The Boychoir has been a safe and welcoming place for our family. Not 
only Max, but our whole family has found a place within the organization and 
celebrate the successes of the choir. Max is growing in confidence and skill, 
extending himself in new situations musically and theatrically. It has meant 
seeing him have the opportunity to perform in many different settings and 
with many different musical groups.” 

The Boychoir’s résumé boasts many accolades. In 2011, members were 
invited to sing during Mass inside St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican, which 
requires an elaborate application process. Annual collaborations with the 
Minnesota Orchestra now dot the calendar: last November, the two groups 
brought the soundtrack of the classic 1990 movie Home Alone to life on stage 
in downtown Minneapolis. 

To celebrate the organization’s 55th anniversary next season, choir- 
boys will embark on a 14-day trip to Spain and France. They'll also headline 
a concert at Orchestra Hall in June 2017. That’s in addition to publishing 
new albums. 

Accompanist Todd Price first played alongside choirboys in 1999. He has 
played piano in the Twin Cities for over 25 years and, to Price, the choir 
breaks stereotypes and provides unique opportunities to the community. 

“While gender roles have certainly shifted in recent decades, most peo- 
ple still don’t expect boys to create such beauty. But what sets our commu- 
nity apart is that while everyone auditions, no one is turned away. If the boy 
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wants to sing, regardless of ability, he earns a spot in the choir,” Price says. 
“And when it comes to our audiences, again, all are welcome. There can’t be 
too many other major arts organizations in the state, or even the country, 
that don’t charge for admission.” 

Price and Johnson not only teach members how to read music and sing 
with emotion, they instill lifelong traits that turn these boys into outstanding 
men. Those skills naturally launch members into leadership roles at their 
respective schools and the rest of their lives. 

“I don’t remember most of the songs we sang, but I will always remem- 
ber Mark teaching us how to carry ourselves in public, in different cultures, 
in our private lives. The Boychoir taught me how to be proud of myself and 
stand up for my beliefs,” van Bruggen said. “The lifelong camaraderie and 
fellowship that the Boychoir provides is second to none.” 

That’s due to the passion of Mark Johnson. “I need to be a trusted and 
respected adult in their lives that shows compassion, emotion, interest, 
and constant support through this sometimes difficult and awkward time 
in boys’ lives,” Johnson adds. “There is a palpable power you feel from the 
piano to the rehearsal seats, from the podium to the choral risers, that we 
are in this together. We are all doing something we love with people who 
we love and care about, and that feeling and power leads to even greater 
music-making and appreciation from those who experience the Minnesota 
Boychoir.” 

If music be the food of love, sing on. © 


Mike Marcotte is an alum of the Minnesota Boychoir, singing in the 
organization for seven years. He currently serves on their board of directors. 

Members of the Boychoir will perform a free concert on Monday, June 27 
at 7 p.m. in Graebner Memorial Chapel on the campus of Concordia Universi- 
ty, Saint Paul. The concert concludes the choir's tour of Kansas City. A freewill 
donation will be collected. 

Auditions for the Boychoir's 2016-2017's season take place July 12 and 14, 
with additional dates August 16-18. Learn more at www.boychoir.org. 


BEGINS 
JULY 51 


THE Мом KING 


THE WORLD'S #1 MUSICAL 
July 5 — August 7 | Orpheum Theatre 


HennepinTheatreTrust.org | 866-870-2717 
Groups (10+): 612-373-5665 


oe DX C АМСК HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


MINNEAPOLIS ORPHEUM * STATE * PANTAGES * NEW CENTURY 


Со Vintage and В mer Youth 


#7 x | 


| Photography by 
| Taylor Hall O’Brien 
Styling & Art Direction 
by John Mark 


Asos tank top; Boy Scouts 
of America shorts; 
Woodward waist shirt; and Post 
Accessories jewelry from Showroom 
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Just Class shirt; Hat and dog 
necklace from B.Resale; Unrefined 
bracelet from Showroom; and Retro 
Optical sunglasses 


Vintage Disney T-shirt and fanny 
pack from B.Resale; Levi's shorts; 
FeelonTOP striped hat; and 
Unrefined bracelet from Showroom 
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Polymer Clay Art by Laura Burlis 


FINE ARTS & FINE CRAFTS ON BEAUTIFUL POWDERHORN LAKE 


August 6 & 7, 2016 тт 
Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-5 Ча? 


Powderhorn Park, 3400 15th Ave S www.powderhornartfair.org Ren 


This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 


United Colors of Benetton shirt; 
Hawkings McGill shorts; Ray-Ban 
sunglasses; and necklace from 
B.Resale 
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SUNDAY, JULY 24 e DOORS 7PM e AA 


TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY, APRIL 8TH AT 10AM AT MYTHLIVE.COM OR ETIX.COM 


3090 SOUTHLAWN DRIVE | ST. PAUL, MN 55109 | 651.779.MYTH (6984) 
WWW.MYTHLIVE.COM 


Propper shirt; and 3 
Jag necklace from 
Showroom 
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i 


Vintage vest from 
B.Resale; Xmukane 
backpack from 
Showroom; and Post 
Accessories necklace 
from Showroom 


Grooming: Taylor Hall O’Brien 
Style Assistant: Adi Balbus 
Models: Connor & Dominic from Ignite Models 
Special Thanks: Jennifer Chilstrom, Allison Bross-White 
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Y~ PAV Jay 


We take PRIDE in our Work. 
We take PRIDE in our Service. 


We take PRIDE Seriously. 
D. 2016 RIDE ‚ Twin Cities! 


UA 


[ЛЕ 


216 8. Main St., River Falls, WI 54022 
25 minutes East of St. Paul 
715-426-6776 * brickhousemusic.com 


Cantus & Chanticleer in Conc 
October 3, 7:30pm - Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis 


After the viral-video phenomenon that captured their impromptu performance of 
Biebl's "Ave Maria," two of the countries most acclaimed men's vocal ensembles, 
Cantus and Chanticleer, come together by popular demand on the stage of 
Orchestra Hall for one night only! Each ensemble performs on their own, then the 
two vocal juggernauts join forces for a set to include the beloved "Ave Maria." 


WWNW.THEFITTOURIST.COM Order today! minnesotaorchestra.org · 612.371.5656 
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In Store or Online 


| Unique and traditional nal party supplies: 
Simpleelegance witha a toudi of dass! 


Bicycles, Gear & Clothing on SALE at ALL LOCATIONS 


LITIN'S 


ARTY SALUE 


| | о/ The Downtown Party Store 
CALL 952 884-5617 | : 
Richfield | Bloomington | Minnetonka | Minneapolis | Eagan | Woodbury | Blaine | OFF 2 buildings north of the Mpls Farmers’ Market 


A 5 May not be combined with any other pricing discounts or offers. 
7 Metro Locations - www.penncycle.com Expiration Date 7/31/16- Coupon code 


а, 


WE WANT YOU TO FEEL 
RIGHT AT HOME 
WITH YOUR MORTGAGE. 


We believe you should feel as comfortable with your home buying experience as you 


would, well, in your own home. We will help you unpack the stress and find financing 
or re-financing that works for you. Apply online: gleasonaustingroup.com 


PAT GLEASON BOB AUSTIN 


MORTGAGE BANKER NMLS 459439 MORTGAGE BANKER NMLS 400546 
952.847.9854 952.417.8456 


pat.gleason@alerus.com bob.austin@alerus.com IX IB E RU S 


wea EXPERT HOME FINANCING. GUARANTEED?" 
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pefruit Flav. 


SIBLY. 


PRIDE DOETE 
201 6 - by Shane Lueck - 


Two local businesses draw their inspirations and aesthetic from different sources, but each 
has something unique to offer the community. Pharmacie and Mona Williams, both relatively 
new and GLBT-owned, have an ever-evolving stock of products for the discerning buyer. 


PHARMACIE 


Located on Lyndale Ave., Pharmacie opened in Fall 2013. Cou- home, or a small gift — anything from a bar of soap to a backpack 
ple Sam Beberg and Roger Barrett are both lovers of good design to furnishings. “We’ve kind of reinterpreted that concept for 
and have always wanted to open a space to showcase that passion. modern life, but while still keeping that neighborhood character,” 
“It’s a ton of work, but it’s a labor of love for us,” Barrett says, who Barrett says. 


also does Exhibition Design at the Science Museum of Minnesota Pharmacie’s offerings are focused on carrying small, indepen- 
while Beberg also owns Hot Plate Diner in south Minneapolis. dent designers and makers (both locally and around the U.S.). 

The name Pharmacie came from the idea of a vintage corner Barrett says, “We appreciate the value of humor and wit in life, and 
store where you could find a variety of products for life, your many of our products reflect that idea." 
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CELEBRATION 


DAY 


~ CELEBRATION DAY VOTIVE 
By Tatine, made in Chicago 
$19 


This soy 2-oz. candle is part of the Tisane collection, a lyrical 
interpretation of memories, moments, music, and emotions. 
Celebration Day offers notes of bittersweet orange blos- 
soms, neroli, and pine bark. Tatine candles are an infusion of 
essential and perfume oils. This handcrafted, hand-wrapped 
candle allows for a 16-hour burn time and is packaged in 40 
percent recycled heavyweight glassware. 


EVAN COMMUTER 

By M.R.K.T. 

$135 

The two-way Evan commuter transforms effortlessly into 
a unique tote bag to compact backpack with removable 
straps. Made of felt and vegan leather trip, the Evan com- 
muter bag features a zipped exterior pocket and a remov- 
able media pocket that fits a small handheld tablet. 


DIY SILVERWARE SET 


LOLLYGAGGER LOUNGE CHAIR 

By Loll, made in Duluth 

$512 

When you slide in you'll find all the angles feel just right 
and the two planes on the back add an unexpected level of 
comfort. The Lollygagger has an integrated bottle opener 
hidden underneath the sitter's right arm just in case you 
get thirsty but don't want to get up. Loll products are 
made with 10096 recycled high-density polyethylene (HDPE) 
which is the same material as the #2 plastics (i.e. mostly 
milk jugs) that you take out to the curb every week. CONTINUED ON PAGE 104 =p 


By Diesel Living 

$68, set of four 

The DIY is a stainless steel cutlery set crafted in the form of 
a wrench kit. Collaboratively designed by Diesel Living and 
Seletti, the exciting new collection includes a knife, a fork, 
a tablespoon, and a teaspoon, covering all of your everyday 
dining needs. Each piece is stamped with Diesel catch- 
phrase "FOR SUCCESSFUL LIVING." 


2016 BUYER 5 GUIDE 
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% IDEs [а] 
Group 


your pariners in mental health, 
wellness & personal growth 


Providing individual, couples & 
family therapy to people in Duluth 
and the surrounding community 


Coll today fer elect with: — Depression 
Fear & Anxiety 
Anger Management 
Family Issues 
Child Behavior Issues. , 


Visit us at our Pride Booth: YO62 
Items also available at: Shop Minneapolis at the MVI 
Minneapolis Visitor Information 
5th Street & Nicollet Avenue, Downtown Minneapolis 
or order online at www.uptownmn.com 


5th Annual 


MINNESOTA 


< Pottery 


[— 


(vA Festival 


July 23-24, 2016 
SATURDAY 105p 
SUNDAY Noon-4pm 


* On the grounds of the Clay Coyote 
Pottery & Gallery 


4 Fe * A focus on Quality, Function and Fun 
O n e Treatm e n t се п їе r E y * Raku and Throwing demonstrations 
Does Not Fit A e Pottery Olympics 
* Kids Clay Table 


Creating a Healthy LGBTQ+ Community 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
Photo by Tony & Mindy 


° Drug & Alcohol Abuse Ў ТТА Winchester - Persia ІА 
ЖЕ peo. 


* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable 
safe alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 


д 
Brighten your future - contact us toda ў 
ее pride-i institute.com | 952.934. 75547 800.547. азз WWW.MNPOTTERYF ESTIVAL.COM 
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PRIDE Арран 
201 6 - by Shane Lueck - 


HES EEE 
The University Ave. boutique that curates couture expanded to the dstrom. And as the only store in America featuring some of these brands, 
Mall of America with a storefront on the first level, between Nordstrom and he says the Mall of America is the perfect venue, since even though he is 
DSW. Owner Patric Richardson says shoppers can expect more. “There’s excited to introduce these brands to American shoppers, the international 
simply more stuff: a larger selection of the brands that we've already carried crowds will recognize the brands. 


and then new brands. There's just more of everything." "If I was going to open a second store, there is no place more iconic 

When the Kentucky native first came to Minnesota, the very first place than the Mall of America,” he says. "It's fashion on an international scale; 
Richardson went was the Mall of America. As he shares, people always say there's nothing else like it. It's like having a store in Times Square, or in a 
go with what you know, and he knows the Mall of America, having worked Disney park. There's nothing like it. Everyone knows where it is. It's just so 
for 10 years in such positions as women's designer apparel manager at Nor- cool to be on an international stage." 


CHELSEA HOTEL T-SHIRT UNISEX SOCKS 

By Baum und Pferdgarten By Dub & Drino 

$45 $17.50 

After watching a Mapplethorpe documentary on the Hotel French brand Dub & Drino is not afraid of color. Stand out and 
Chelsea, Richardson is understandably infatuated with the heighten your sartorial game! Discover Dub & Drino's colorful 
famed (and infamous) hotel. The Danish fashion house collection for women, men, and children. Anything from socks, 
Baum und Pferdgarten immortalized the stomping grounds tights, and leggings, to scarves gloves, or mittens are available 
of musicians, writers, artists, and filmmakers in the form of a in many patterns and colors, perfect to brighten up your outfits. 
printed, jersey T-shirt. 


PASTA DENTÍFRICA 


Coutc 


MEDICINAL TOOTHPASTE 

By Couto 

$16 

This medicinal toothpaste played an important role in changing 
the oral hygiene habits of the Portuguese. Couto toothpaste not 
only cleans teeth, it disinfects the mouth as well. Thanks to its GLASS FOAM BUFFING STONE 
antiseptic properties it fights mouth infections and inflammatory 
conditions and prevents cavities. Not tested on animals and not 
containing any animal products, its formula is more concentrat- 
ed that other toothpastes. 


2016 BUYERS GUIDE 


By BrüStone 

$18 

This Minnesota-based company has created a pumice-like 
buffing stone made from 100 percent recycled glass beer 
bottles. But that’s not all it's good for. Richardson discov- 
ered the stone is also effective in depilling sweaters! 
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Bethel 


LUTHERAN 


AN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
g Everyone 


Pride Weel 


4120 17th Ave. S, Minneapolis 
612-724*3693 - www.bethel-mpls.org 


A Reconciling In Christ Congregation 
...where literally ALL ARE WELCOME! 


Е 
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Central Lutheran 
MINNEAPOLIS 


Exploring the promise of God for all 


Worship with us 


Saturdays 5 p.m. Holy Communion 
Sundays 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 


à; = by Tom Baker/ Manitou Photos 
333 South 12th Street, Minneapolis 
www.centralmpls.org 612-870-4416 


First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
(Worshipping at the SpringHouse Ministry Center) 
610 W. 28th Street • Minneapolis 
612-870-1868 
www.fccmpls.org 
“An Open and Affirming, Welcoming Community of Faith in the Heart of the Twin Cities.” 


com-murni-ty (ko-myü-no-t€) NOUN: A group 
of individuals who join together to explore faith, 
share celebrations, help others, promote justice, 
nurture families, and spread love. 


Edina Lutheran Church * eclc.org 
... Embracing the LGBTQ Community since 1985. *** 
4113 W. 54th St., Edina, MN 55424 • 952.926.3808 


2 Blocks West of France Ave. 
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The story of Ireland is a story of migration, both in (Vikings, Normans) and out. But it was domina- 
tion by the British (the one percenters of the day) that caused the most hardship, culminating in the 
Rebellion and Civil War. Just as American patriots fought their British rulers for independence in 1776, 
in Dublin during Easter Week 1916, Irish patriots revolted against British domination too, with a far 
more tragic outcome. Badly outnumbered, after six days the rebels surrendered and their bold leaders 
were shot. This year, the Rising of 1916’s Centenary is hailed throughout the city with special activities, 
exhibits and museum launches, focused on “reflecting on the past, re-imagining the future.” 


Back then, public opinion aligned with the Brits, for many Irish had 
joined the British Army during World War I. But after a firing squad 
brutally executed the Rising’s 14 leaders, sentiment swung to the rebels’ 
cause, paving the way for the formation of the Irish Free State in 1922. 

The Rising has become “the most analyzed seven days in Irish his- 
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tory,” declares Bernard, togged out in khaki as we hop aboard a mili- 
tary transport van of the times for a 1916 Freedom Tour (www.1916tour. 
ie). He unfolds the rebels’ original plan to occupy strongholds circling 
the city, but when only 1,200 hardcore volunteers heeded the call, time 
for Plan B. We drive by rebels’ HQ in the General Post Office, where, 
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М LGBTQI 
МЇ Christian 


You доп t have 
to pick jast + onc. 


The Minnesota Reconciling Congregations of the United Methodist Church 
welcome you with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 
Minnetonka UMC, Minnetonka 


Peace UMC, Shoreview/North Oaks ( 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Prospect Park UMC, Minneapolis 

The Recovery Church, St. Paul 
Richfield UMC, Minneapolis 

Simpson UMC, Minneapolis 

Spirit of Hope UMC, Golden Valley 

St. Anthony Park UMC, St. Paul 

The Table, Minneapolis 

Walker Community UMC, Minneapolis 
Wesley Foundation, U of MN, Minneapolis 
Greater Minnesota: 

Centenary UMC, Mankato 

Christ UMC, Rochester 

First UMC, Duluth 

Good Samaritan UMC, St. Peter 
Onamia UMC, Onamia 


Twin Cities Metro Area: 
Centennial UMC, Roseville 

Eden Prairie UMC, Eden Prairie 
Epworth UMC, Minneapolis 
Excelsior UMC, Excelsior 
Fairmount Avenue UMC, St. Paul 
Faith UMC, St. Anthony 

Good Samaritan UMC, Edina 
Hamline Church UM, St. Paul 
Hennepin Avenue UMC, Minneapolis 
Lake Harriet UMC, Minneapolis 
Minnehaha UMC, Minneapolis 


OUR SCENE 


for a brief moment of glory, a green flag (homemade from a blanket) 
flew until the building — the whole street — was engulfed in flames. 
The resurrected GPO has opened a new museum tracing the course of 
the action. The Barracks Museum also has devised a moving exhibit of 
photos, artifacts (including that green blanket) and last letters of the 14 
executed, plus the signed surrender document. 

The National Photo Gallery displays photos of the week’s assault. 
The Little Museum of Dublin fills its walls with a cartoon account of Irish 
history highlighting The Rising. (Other exhibits in this “most visited” of 
Dublin’s museums include a tribute to its idolized band, U2.) 

The van delivers us to Kilmainham Gaol, a hellhole for criminals and 
political prisoners, including those that faced that infamous firing squad. 
Then it’s on to Glasnevin Cemetery (resting place for 1.5 million Dublin- 
ers) for its 1916 walking tour. Flowers brighten the gravestones of rebels, 
British soldiers, and the 500-plus innocents caught in the crossfire. (The 
cemetery’s most-visited grave is that of Michael Collins, hero of the ensu- 
ing War of Independence, played by Liam Neesan in the recent film.) 

The story continues at the famed Abbey Theater (home of the Guth- 
rie’s longtime director Joe Dowling) with its revival of The Plough and 
the Stars, which portrays the Rising’s sordid side: looting, cowardice and 
bystanders’ unnecessary deaths. Reviled as unpatriotic at its 1925 debut, 
today it’s hailed as one of playwright Sean O’Casey’s masterworks. 

Happy Days Are Here Again 

But bullets are long gone. The Garda (police) don’t even carry guns. 
Here, they’re friendly as your favorite uncle, escorting map-challenged 
folks like me around its corners. Passers-by, too, pause at the mere rus- 
tle of a map to guide me on my path. Dublin is a compact, obsessively 
friendly, easily walkable city. (Bonus: They all speak English; well, sort 
of. It’s puzzling how “five” can turn into a three-syllable word.) 

Im greeted with “Howya keepin’, madam?” when I turn up at 
O’Donoghue’s Bar for its nightly music session. I’m greeted with bear 
hugs by Tony, concierge at The Fitzwilliam Hotel on St. Stephen’s Green, 
Dublin’s favorite park. Once grazing fields for sheep, it was spruced up 
by the Guinness family, city benefactors as well as providers of its be- 
loved “mothers’ milk.” 

The brewery is Dublin’s most-visited attraction. A tour explaining the 
brewing process climaxes at the rooftop Gravity Bar for a pint and 360-view 
of the city. Across the Liffey, Old Jameson Distillery competes with a space- 
needle elevator and tasting room for its cherished whiskey. Here, north of 
the Liffey, I saunter up O’Connell Street, past the GPO, to the Dublin Writ- 
ers Museum, with tales of homeboys from Swift to Stoker, from Wilde and 
Joyce, to Nobel winners Yeats, Shaw, Beckett, and Heaney. Nearby, Hugh 
Lane Gallery shines with modernists from Monet to Mondrian, including 
the studio of Francis Bacon, resembling the aftermath of a tornado. 

Cross pretty Ha’penny Bridge to the south bank to walk your way 
through Irish history, starting at the National Museum of Ireland’s ar- 
chaeology branch, with treasures from the Stone Age onward, preserved 
for centuries in Ireland’s peat bogs. That’s where they found mummified 
Clonycavan Man of 200 B.C., complete with his stylishly gelled pompa- 
dour. Gaze on the bell of St. Patrick, who brought his religion to Ireland 
well before the Vikings landed in 800 A.D. 

Christ Church Cathedral of 1030, the oldest building in the city, boasts 
the tomb of Strongbow, the Norman warrior who took over. The renowned 
dean of its neighbor, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Jonathan (Gulliver’s Travels) 


Swift, lies buried beneath its glimmering stained glass. Handel’s “Мез- 
siah” (the organ he played is on view) was first performed nearby. 

Continue to Dublin Castle, seat of English rule for 700 years, and 
behind it the Chester Beatty Library with its gorgeous cache of illus- 
trated religious books, from early Torahs and Qu’rans to the oldest 
discovered fragments of the Bible, including Paul’s Epistles, written on 
parchment in 180 A.D. You'll find the revered Book of Kells at Trinity 
College, where eager students offer campus tours. 

If architecture is your passion, Martin Dalton of Architecture Tours 
Ireland is your man — mine, at least, for a freewheeling romp that starts 
with the serene Palladian symmetry of St. Stephen’s Green, then on to 
nearby Merrion Square, the ‘hood of Georgian aristocracy (Duke of Wel- 
lington to Oscar Wilde, whose tart epithets and lounging statue adorn one 
corner). Informative and opinionated, Martin’s eyes dance when pointing 
to newer additions that blend well with their gracefully aging neighbors, 
but shoot sparks toward the occasional unfortunate “improvements.” We 
ogle fanlights above the famous painted doors, then trot toward Temple 
Bar (the city’s SoHo) and remains of the ancient Viking Wall. 

Bubbly Aoife McElwaine leads a tasty tramp called the Fab Food 
Trails: eight visits starting with Sheridan, a cheesemonger who regales 
the excellent quality of Irish milk as we munch on samples. Pepper Pot 
Cafe, in the posh Powerscourt shopping mecca, offers farm-smoked 
salmon. After a swig of silky Powers whiskey in the ultra-Victorian Swan 
Bar (original marble and brass) it’s on to George’s Street Arcade and a 
hearty sausage roll, a “guaranteed” hangover cure. Cocoa Atelier pro- 
vides 20 varieties of handmade chocolates; then a raw oyster down the 
hatch at Temple Bar Food Market. 

Time for some serious eating, and The Shelbourne hotel is a super place 
to start, from house-cured salmon and Kilmore Quay cod to bread-and-but- 
ter pudding. Avenue by Nick Munier, going up-tempo in Temple Bar, swears 
by its Harty Oysters (and so do I), which made way for scallops atop squash 
puree with citrus foam; then its famous 60-day dry-aged beef. 

Upbeat Fade Street Social does wonders with scallops too, dressing 
them with smoked salmon and butter mousse. Follow up with its decon- 
structed granny’s Irish stew, showcasing balsamic-endowed fillet with 
puddles of potato mousse. End the orgy with another bread-and-butter 
pudding, this one embellished with salted peanut ice cream. Farm, cel- 
ebrating all things organic, features Irish crab cakes with lime and co- 
riander, sea bass on cauliflower puree, an Irish charcuterie board, and 
fish pie. Bang Restaurant makes a bang, indeed, with its modern takes 
on Irish classics, as in oxtail and bone marrow gnocchi, lamb rump and 
slow-cooked shoulder, and salt march duck breast. 

Where’s the fish and chips, you ask? Alive and batter-coated at pubs 
like Wuff on one side of the Liffey and on the other, Davy Byrne’s, the 
pub where Leopold Bloom hangs out in Joyce’s famed Ulysses. For more 
Joyce, head to the “dark, gaunt house” of Joyce’s aunt that forms the 
setting of The Dead. Owner Brendan Kilty (gregarious, tale-spinning, 
impractical, passionate, and dreamer in equal measure) saved the house 
from ruin and serves Joyce-themed dinners (www.jamesjoycehouse.ie) 
in cahoots with Rory, who anoints himself The Druid Chef. He’s cooked 
for Princess Di, for Michael Jackson, but tonight he’s preparing black- 
ened salmon salad and beef medallions for us. “All great literature is 
Irish,” Brendan proclaims, and clearly the greatest of the great is: Joyce. 
And all great hosts are Irish, too. Come see for yourself! @ 


BARS: The George, for 25 years queen of Dublin’s gay scene; The Front Lounge, a sprawling, modern gastropub; DJ and KARAOKE 


GAY 


Panti Bar, home of Ireland's legendary drag queen, Panti SCENE: Sauna, The Boilerhouse, in the ‘hood of Temple Bar; Euphoria@Button 


DUBLIN Factory, largest monthly party; Temple Bar Outhouse, the number one drop-in center for the gay community GAY PRIDE: June 22-28, 
with walking tours of historic gay Dublin, Sports Day, Dyke Night, and Parade on June 25 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
231 West 5th Street, Washburn, Wisconsin 
Messiah is a Reconciling in Christ congregation 


If you are coming to The Apostle Islands/Bayfield, 
Wisconsin area, you drive right through Washburn. 
Please join us for Sunday worship at 8:30 am. 


We happily preform same-gender weddings! 


Visit our website www.messiahofwashburn.com 
email us at messiahwashburn@centurytel.net 
or call 715-373-5378. 


WORSHIP GUIDE 
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Free lemonade, 
Pride Sunday, 
June 26, 
11 а.т.- 1 p.m. 


Park free in our lot 
to go to the park. 
PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 
Groveland, between LaSalle and 


Nicollet Avenues, Minneapolis 
612/871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 
nos. @& 


Visit us at 
Twin Cities 


Stop by, hang 


cool off at c z r ide worship 


ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 


The House of Hope Presbyterian Church 
797 Summit Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55105-3392 
612-277-6311 hoh@hohchurch.org www.hohchurch.org 


Sunday Worship at 10 a.m. 
Child care and Sunday School 


A thoughtful, gracious faith community welcoming all people. 


God is calling 
you to New Life! 


(and we don't just mean our church) 


SUNDAYS 10am 


651-488-5581 


965 Larpenteur Avenue West 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


19,4 


Roseville, MN 55113 A united community of Knox, North Como & friends 
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Quidditch 


A Full-Contact, Gender-Inclusive 
Sport for Athletic Muggles 


Confession time: How many people, after seeing or reading the Harry Potter series, dreamed of zip- 
ping around a Quidditch field on a broomstick? How many people have longed to catch the game-win- 
ning snitch to the roars of an ecstatic crowd? I’m willing to bet a nice, frosty glass of butterbeer that I’m 
not the only one. 


Although most of the magic of Quidditch (a sport played on broom- cial Quidditch teams registered with United States Quidditch Association 
stick in the wildly popular Harry Potter series) must remain in our imagi- (059). And for people like Luke Zak from the TC Frost team, Quidditch 
nations, an adaptation of the game has moved out of the fantasy world provides a unique opportunity to play contact sports in a welcoming and 
and into our own backyard. That's right, Minnesota is home to three offi- inclusive environment. 
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United in а common 
commitment to Judaism 


Wishing Everyone a 


HAPPY PRIDE! 


[шп Congregation 
Hillside Lane W. е Minnetonka 
Oo ee 


(952) 933-8525 


5490 
mrabim 


www.mayimrtapim.org 


Temple of 
616 S. Mississippi * St. Paul 
(651) 698-8874 


) 


www.templeofaaron.org 


SAIN TMARK’S 


EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL 


NERS ЇЇ 


GENDER )SEXUALITYSRACE/ AND) FAITH 
ЕЕРЕЕ 


PRIDE WEEKEND-JUN-24-25-26 


Friday June 24 


7 pm /ntersections ЕЕ 
A diverse panel discussing the 

controversial thoughts of race, 

gender, sexuality and faith. 


Saturday June 25 
All day Pride Festival 
Visit our booth in Loring Park 
Sunday June 26 
3 pm One Voice Concert 


b 


Sunday June 26 


4 pm Twin Cities Pride Service 
Broderick Greer—Preacher 


ourcathedral.org 
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Zak describes Quidditch as “a full-contact, mixed-gender sport” that 
combines elements of dodgeball, football, and rugby into a game of strategy 
and agility. Each team contains three Chasers who attempt to score points 
by getting the “quaffle” ball through hoops guarded by a Keeper. Two Beat- 
ers throw “bludgers” to disrupt other players (like dodgeball). And one 
Seeker attempts to capture a human “Snitch” that sprints around the field 
attempting to avoid capture. All of this rigorous play is done with each player 
holding a broom between their legs. Though the broomsticks don’t provide 
any magical advantage, they do create more of a physical challenge that 
people have to learn to work around. 

If you’re unfamiliar with Quidditch, the game may initially sound very 
confusing or even chaotic. But Zak assures, “It’s easy to follow along even 
though there are several aspects of gameplay.” In fact, while the sport ini- 
tially gained popularity with fans of the fictional series, a large portion of 
players are drawn to the game without any previous obsession with the wiz- 
arding world. Zak adds, “It’s a very athletic game. It’s competitive and get- 
ting enough exposure that more people are picking it up.” 

Anyone, regardless of gender or age, can play the physically demand- 
ing sport. In fact, gender inclusivity has been a key component of the 
USQ's mission statement from its inception in 2010, a stance that strongly 
differs from many traditional sports. Even better, USQ backs up their be- 
lief in gender inclusivity with an effort called Title 9 34, an advocacy branch 
that ensures all teams are living up to the league's standards of gender 
inclusivity. (Title 9 34 is a witty homage to both Title IX and the Platform 
number for the Hogwarts Express.) 

The Quidditch teams in the Harry Potter series are made up of the best 
players regardless of gender, and this is the reigning policy for USQ leagues 
as well. The USQ notes, “When all genders are able to compete equally on 
the pitch, they will learn to respect and value each other’s abilities regard- 
less of gender identity.” Additionally, the policy also pushes against tradi- 
tional notions of the binary gender system by respecting and acknowledging 
trans individuals and people who don’t identify with the gender binary. 

This commitment to gender inclusivity is written into the rules through 


А 


the “four maximum rule,” which strives to make sure all genders are гер- 
resented on the field. Zak explains, “At any time on the field, you’re going 
to have six players out there. No more than four players that identify as the 
same gender are allowed to play at one time.” The mandatory rule recog- 
nizes gender as the players identify, allowing each member to feel safe and 
validated on the team. 

Due to the inclusive nature of the sport, Zak believes that many GLBT 
people like himself are drawn to Quidditch: “GLBT athletes aren’t always 
out or open in sports, but there’s definitely a different community within 
the Quidditch league that provides safe spaces for people to play.” This safe 
space may even give some athletes their first safe opportunity to be involved 
їп a sport, due either to discrimination based on gender identity or sexuality. 
Zak stresses that Quidditch allows people to focus more on the sport than 
any other peripheral issue: if you can play the game, you're allowed to play, 
no matter who you are. 

As Captain of TC Frost, Zak finds Quidditch to be “ап incredible outlet 
to push myself physically and mentally." Preparing for a Quidditch game is a 
large time commitment. During the tournament season, TC Frost practices 
three times per week. In the practices, players run drills to increase agility, 
perform physicality exercises to step up against aggressive teams, and dis- 
cuss gameplay strategies. 

On top of all the training, TC Frost attends three or four matches and 
then closes out their season with a regional tournament. Even though their 
most recent national tournament ended in a loss, Zak was extremely proud 
of TC Frost for its performance. He adds, "Being in such a competitive 
environment and developing good sportsmanship has helped me make a 
lot of lifelong friends." 

Since TC Frost is an adult community team, they occasionally hold open 
summer practices and pick-up Quidditch games so more people can join in 
on the fun. In the fall, the team will select their competitive traveling roster. 
To get involved with TC Frost, check them out on Facebook (www.facebook. 
com/tcfrostquidditch) or on Twitter @TC_Frost. Be sure to check out the 
USQ league at www.usquidditch.org. Ө 
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hardwatersports@gmail.com 
US: hardwatersports.com 


Edina Realty 
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JESSICA MICELI 
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226 Washington Avenue N, Minneapolis, MN 55401 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 24 


5:00-8:00PM MEMORY LANES, MINNEAPOLIS 


FREE bowling, photo booth, sand volleyball, taco 


bar, karaoke, prizes, kids area, and MORE! Attend Discovery Day 
Saturday, July 9 
9:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. 


REGISTER TODAY! 
bit.ly/go nwhealth 


We are proud to provide one of the few family-friendly, 


all ages, sober, tobacco-free Twin Cities Pride events. 


LEARN MORE at www.rainbowhealth.org 
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PRIDE SPORTS 
2016 EEE 


ШЕ Mac" 
is Back 


At the Courts at Mayo Clinic Square, Janel McCarville is ready to sit down. Having just completed a 
three-hour practice, the Lynx finished their morning with a grueling conditioning session. McCarville 
paired up with Sylvia Fowles, pushing through a series of drills that included resistance bands and indi- 


vidual leg squats that looked exhausting even to watch. 


PHOTO BY DAVID SHERMAN/GETTY IMAGES 


After a season off from the WNBA, McCarville is making every and new teammates to get to know. 
practice count. She was allowed only two days to get up to speed upon Questions swirled last summer when the Lynx announced McCarville 
returning from overseas, where she played in the Turkish women's pre- — wouldn't be playing. Was she hurt? Or, like Diana Taurasi of the Phoenix 
mier basketball league (KBSL) in Kayseri. There are new playstolearn Mercury, was she saving herself for a more lucrative overseas league? See- 
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Pride Presents: 


PRIDE |: Kathy Griffin 
THURSDAYS June 23 | Orchestra Hall 


PRESENTED BY: Tickets start at $45 
сім 


: LAVENDER 


Get yours at tcpride.org 


Twin Cities Pride Weekend kicks off with the Twin Cities’ 
biggest Happy Hour event followed by a performance by 


KATHY GRIFFIN 


THURSDAY, JUNE 23 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


ORCHESTRA HALL 
1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 


FREE FOR LAVENDER PRIDE THURSDAY HAPPY HOUR 
Purchase tickets for Kathy Griffin at www.tcpride.org 
REGISTER TO WIN ONE OF 3 $100 TARGET GIFT CARDS 
Enjoy Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres, Drink Specials, 
and a chance to register to Win Great Prizes! 
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ing her sitting courtside at most Lynx home games last summer prompted 
excited chatter amongst the fans, who wondered about her presence in a 
chair and not on the court. 

McCarville says the wear and tear of over 10 years of playing profes- 
sional basketball finally caught up with her. 

“After having played with the Lynx for two years and then oversees after 
both of those seasons [without a break] I was kind of worn down. My back 
had been giving me problems and my knee had been giving me problems 
and I was leaving practices in China in tears because it was to the point 
where I couldn’t even stand up straight. Obviously they want me on the 
court and they were pushing me to play. I mean, mind, body and soul, I was 
struggling. So I needed the time off.” 

Staying healthy is McCarville’s biggest challenge at this point in her 
career, and requires continuous extra effort. Post-games, while everyone 
else enjoys celebratory beers or goes home to rest, she’s spending 
extra time working out her back and hamstrings. This may be part 
of the reason why she’s comfortable in her new role as support 
for starter Sylvia Fowles and Rebekkah Brunson. She’s prepared 
to step in when called upon. 

"If Sylvia's out to dominate, I’m not sitting on the bench 
pouting. I’m engaged and having fun. I want to sit on the bench 
and have her do well. And cheer and be a fan. I want to be able 
to step into my role and let her catch her breath and fix her 
head or whatever needs to happen to get back into the game and 
continue to dominate.” 

After her summer sabbatical, McCarville made it clear 
that the Lynx were the only team she’d consider play- 
ing for. Not only did she have loyalty to the team 
with whom she'd won the 2013 WNBA Champi- 
onship, but Minnesota is closest to her home- 
town of Stevens Point, WI. It’s obvious from 
the way she describes her connection to her 
family and the 160-acre hobby farm where 
she grew up, with cows, pigs, chickens, 
ducks, and pheasants, that “home” is a pri- 
ority. In fact, she was disappointed that an 
upcoming game would cause her to miss 
cow vaccinations with her family. 

“My father and family still come to 
the games. I have friends in the area. I 
have the ability to be home. I was home 
yesterday. I am missing vaccinations for 
the cows this weekend! I am pissed! I 
enjoy that stuff.” 

Home is where she eventually plans 
on building a house, on the 20 acres she 
was given by her parents along with her 
other four siblings when they divided 
up the farm. Home is what made her 
who she is, both the basketball player 
and the person. 

“I loved basketball from the start. 

I mean nobody in my family played it, 

my parents didn’t understand it. My 
father still has no idea what’s going 

on. I got a basketball for a present 

— Christmas, birthday, something 

— and I remember sleeping with that 
damn thing. My mom bought just a hoop 
at arummage sale for a buck fifty, no back- 
board. I think we nailed it to the barn. You 
gotta make your own fun. I remember my 
father grabbing a chair, sitting outside 20 
feet away from me, drinking beer, just 
watching me shoot. I was making some, 


E 


MAYO 
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missing some. But I was having fun and he was having fun. And that’s kinda 
how I grew up to like it.” 

McCarville’s three older brothers would challenge her to games of 
H.O.R.S.E., until she began to win. “So that kind of got old for them, getting 
dominated by your younger sister.” 

Everything she’s learned, even the exceptional passing she’s known for, 
was self-taught. Without the money for the basketball camps and private les- 
sons so many other pro athletes grew up with, McCarville had to improvise. 

“Гуе grown up playing on a slab that was probably 10 feet by 20 feet long 
and the concrete was all uneven, jagged. The ball was bouncing in different 
directions when it went down. I kind of got accustomed to handling shitty 
situations. With the barn on the one side of that concrete, I would throw 
behind-the-back passes off the barn, catch it and shoot it. I was like my own 

passer, rebounder, and assister all in one.” 

The Lynx have started the season strong, and McCarville al- 
ready has the start of a 2016 highlight reel, with a falling-to-the- 
ground, behind-the-back assist to Renee Montgomery making 
the rounds online. Google it. The play almost rivals the 2013 
finals highlight of McCarville running out of bounds, and 
passing behind, no-look, between-the-legs to a teammate for 
an easy layup. Awareness is instinctual for her. 

“T have great players around me. They know what they 
should do, so for me it’s just putting the ball in position for 
them to do something with it. I looked before at the three- 

point line and saw she was coming, so I knew she would 
continue to come. That was all. I would rather make 
someone look good than score two points.” 
Though McCarville was a force to be 
reckoned with in high school, it wasn’t 
until her college career with the Go- 
phers (with teammate Lindsay Wha- 
len) that she realized she might be 
able to play professionally. For girls 
with similar dreams, she says, “If 
you want to play, play. Do what you 
can do. Practice. Don’t let anybody 
hold you back. You know I’m kind of 
the proof for that in the aspect that 
I come from a farm. I never went to 
camps. I didn’t have the money for 
it I was wearing raggedy shoes. I 
liked it. I wanted to play. I didn't let 
anybody stop me and when I got the 
chance I balled out. [That] carried 
over into my life as well." 

In addition to being a positive 
presence on the court, McCarville, 
who is gay, also has been a posi- 
tive influence for the GLBT com- 
munity just by her mere openness. 

She considers herself active in the 

GLBT community, though not an 
activist. GLBT Lynx fans have 
long cheered extra loud when she 
plays. McCarville herself is a little 
oblivious to the attention. 
"Alright! I didn't know I had a 
crew!" 
Her approachability has led to a 
healthy Twitter and Instagram follow- 
ing and she says she always attempts to 
respond. Certainly she'll gain plenty of new 
followers this season, especially during Pride 
week. By the way, she's single. Good luck, 
ladies. And you better like farm animals. Ө 
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РКПОЕ SPORTS 
2016 Ean 


Silver Fox League 
Gets Women Over 
40 in the Game 


Thanks to Title IX, the opportunities available for female athletes in 2016 are undeniably more preva- 
lent than ever. Young women have the chance to participate on athletic teams and even pursue athletic 
careers, making female involvement in sports a more common occurrence. Although these consider- 
able advancements undeniably help future female athletes, there are fewer opportunities for women 
over 40 to step away from the sidelines. Add this to the potential age bias women may face when joining 
younger athletic teams, and the chances to play ball seem pretty slim. But through the Silver Fox Bas- 
ketball League at the Minneapolis YWCA, women over 40 have the opportunity to get out of the bleach- 
ers and into center court. 


SILVER FOX BASKETBALL LEAGUE. PHOTOS COURTESY OF YWCA MINNEAPOLIS 
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SILVER FOX BASKETBALL LEAGUE. 


The Silver Fox League was formed in 2005 in order to give women over 
40 the opportunity to play basketball. Organized by the YWCA of Minne- 
apolis, the league holds weekly games during their season at the Midtown 
YMCA/Minneapolis Sports Center. Though the games can get pretty com- 
petitive, the league provides a welcoming atmosphere for women to bond 
through their love of basketball. 

Catherine Gray (fondly known by her teammates as Coky) is one player 
who has found extreme joy and community through the Silver Fox League. 
A loyal participant since 2005, Coky discovered the league when she was ap- 
proaching 50 years old. Joining a team allowed Coky to continue her love of 
sports, which started at a very young age. As a current member of the Sole 
Sisters, Coky’s time on the court is a nice respite from a busy life: “For me, 
this league is all about fitness and fun,” she adds. 

Typically comprised of 8-10 teams, the league is split into two different 
levels in order to allow all interested players the opportunity to get on the 
court. Players on A teams tend to have more basketball experience, while 
B teams are often a better fit for the rookies. Coky emphasizes, “It’s really 
important for people to understand that it is for all levels; some players have 
played high-level ball, and some have barely (or never) played. But there 
seems to be a team for everyone!” 

Indeed, everyone is welcome to join the league, including people in the 
GLBT community. Coky estimates that half her team (including herself) iden- 
tifies as GLBT and believes many other queer women enjoy participating in 
the league because of the inclusive environment. She believes this “welcom- 
ing atmosphere is largely because of the women we have in this league; they 


are all very welcoming. If a newcomer comes in, she will find a team.” 

One unique part of being on an over-40 team is that players sometimes 
have to readjust their expectations for their abilities. According to Coky, 
one of the biggest challenges for players occurs ^when they come in with 
a memory of how they used to play. Your body doesn't work the way it did 
when you were 20, and if you try to play the way you did back then, you can 
get frustrated or hurt." Instead of holding onto past levels of ability, Coky 
encourages people to take it easy at first and discover what their bodies can 
currently do. Even Coky admits, "I've had to check my ego at the door and 
really just have fun." 

The benefits of continuing physical activity beyond age 40 are numer- 
ous, but on added benefit for Coky is that she is able to build a community 
around such a fun activity: "It's fulfilling for us who play and participate 
because it connects us with people who we otherwise wouldn't meet." 
Indeed, the league provides an opportunity for women to bond through 
physical activity, which Coky notes is often structured as a solo activity 
with limited interaction. 

For Coky, the most important benefit she experiences from the league 
is that it's just plain fun. She explains, "People might first think of fitness, 
but I'm going to go with fun. Everyone I know works really hard in their 
lives, but this is just super fun." The Silver Foxes may play as hard as they 
work, but the real joy lies in their love for the game, a love that will keep 
Coky on the court for many years to come. Coky encourages any interested 
women to join in on the fun by contacting her at Catherine@ohmyfilms.com 
or league coordinator Tanysha Scott at tscottQywcampls.org. Ө 
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- by Kathleen Bradbury - 


PRIDE Institute 


Celebrates 30 Years of Service 
to GLBT Community 


For the past 30 years, PRIDE Institute has been a mainstay for the GLBT community in Minnesota. 
As the first “stand-alone substance abuse treatment center in the nation exclusively created to serve 
the LGBTQ community,” PRIDE Institute provides some of the most important support our community 
receives. For many members of the queer community, PRIDE Institute is to thank for the recovery and 


well-being of their loved ones and themselves. 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE PRIDE INSTITUTE 


Molly Gilbert, PRIDE Institute’s director of business development, recounts 
the significance of the center’s establishment in 1986: “We were initially created 
to be a safe space for the community to get well together amid the nation’s AIDS 
crises. Through our history we have learned that nothing equals the safety of 
being surrounded by others who ‘get’ you.” Their sole focus on the queer com- 
munity ensures that people get the specific help they need while acknowledging 
the distinct experiences and issues GLBT people may have. 
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When people are struggling with substance abuse, it may seem like any 
treatment center is going to solve the problem. Gilbert explains, ^I can't tell 
you the number of times clients come to us after having attended an ‘LGBT 
friendly' treatment center, or some place that claimed to offer an 'LGBT 
track’ only to find that they met once per week as the ‘token LGBT people’ 
within a largely heterosexual environment.” This outsider experience can 
impede the success of people struggling with homophobia (internalized or 
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societal) and issues of gender or sexuality. 

But for the queer community, the tailored treatment provided by PRIDE 
Institute sets their programs apart from other organizations. According 
to Gilbert, “Offering clients a safe environment in which to confront their 
substance abuse and the unique stressors they face as LGBTQ+ individuals 
living in a heterosexist society makes us inherently unique from all hetero- 
normative treatment programs.” 

PRIDE Institute also helps its participants address any unresolved is- 
sues about their identities due to the importance of honesty throughout the 
recovery process: “When clients are able to be open and honest about their 
authentic self, they are then able to focus solely on their recovery. After all, if 
it is OK to keep one’s sexuality a secret, then why not keep one drink or one 
pill a secret, too? At PRIDE Institute, honesty is a key to recovery.” 

An additional benefit to PRIDE Institute’s recovery program is their 
Sexual Health Program, defined as “an intensive, clinically based program 


designed to cover the broad spectrum of sex and sexuality-related issues 
that often co-present with substance abuse.” Covering issues of sexual ob- 
session, compulsive sexual behavior, and safe sex practices, PRIDE Institute 
addresses common links between substance abuse and sexual activity in 
order to help their patients fully recover. 

There are several other ways that PRIDE Institute is designed to spe- 
cifically support the GLBT community. For example, the staff consists of 
mostly out and proud members of the community, allowing for more recog- 
nition and respect of a queer person’s journey. And while the 12-Step pro- 
gram influences their treatment methods, PRIDE Institute offers alternative 
recovery plans for people who may not feel comfortable with the spiritual 
components of 12-Step. 

Through its various treatment programs, PRIDE Institute estimates that 
they have had over 14,000 graduates since they opened their doors. For 
people who cannot make it to the Minnesota locations, PRIDE Institute also 
helps connect queer people with the best resources in their area to address 
their needs. Additionally, the business development team travels across the 
nation to help train healthcare providers and treatment centers in how to 
care for the GLBT community’s needs. 

As former graduates from the program can attest, the support PRIDE 
Institute gives its participants doesn’t stop once they check out of treatment. 
Gilbert explains, “Being surrounded by members of our own community, 
clients have a unique opportunity to start to create their own chosen family 
who will continue to support them in their new, sober life.” 

The PRIDE Institute wants to remind our community that Pride season 
does not have be about getting wasted: “Celebrating ourselves can be done 
with self-respect, dignity, and yes, it can be done sober.” There are many so- 
ber-affirming events planned over Pride, such as the Fruit Bowl at Memory 
Lanes in Minneapolis on Friday, June 24. Gilbert adds, “It’s a great way to 
start off the Pride weekend with family, friends, and little ones, with positive 
examples of members in the community having sober fun.” 

Gilbert encourages anyone with concerns about substance abuse to 
reach out to PRIDE. “Not all people who are LGBTQ+ need to go to PRIDE 
Institute to get sober. But those truly struggling with internalized shame, 
trauma and internalized homonegativity really do need a place like PRIDE. 
Give us a call if you have questions about yourself or a loved one; we will do 
everything we can to help you.” 


To thank PRIDE Institute for their dedicated work, or to learn more about how 
they help our community, visit www.pride-institute.com. 
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Moving Beyond Weight: 


Redefining Health and Body Image 


It’s acommon scenario. I’m at the doctor’s office for a routine check up. The perky nurse leads me to 
the exam room with a pit stop at the scale. After years of chastisement about my weight, I’m relatively 
prepared for what’s coming. “Shoes on or off?” I ask bemusedly, dropping my purse and removing my 
coat. The nurse tells me it is my preference, but then she sighs and says, “The scale never gives us good 
news. No one feels good about stepping on the scale.” 


The most 
common behavior 
that will lead to an 


EATING DISORDER IS DIETING 


255 OF AMERICAN MEN & 
45% OF AMERICAN WOMEN 


are on a diet on any given day 


IMAGES COURTESY OF THE EMILY PROGRAM FOUNDATION 


Maybe she meant to prepare me for what she perceived to be a disap- 
pointing moment in my day, a moment where I saw numerical proof of how 
much Гуе failed. Maybe she meant to reassure me that I’m not alone, that 
I belong to a universal club: The Society of People Who Are Perpetually 
Dissatisfied With Their Bodies. Or maybe she’s just repeating what many 
of us have been told our whole lives, that we should never feel good about 


Girls who diet frequently are 


12 TIMES 
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TO BINGE 


as girls 
қ who 
| N- » don't diet 
MEN CONSTITUTE 40% 
of those exhibiting 


BINGE EATING DISORDER 


our weight. 

Regardless of the intentions behind this casual body-shaming, the 
nurse's sentiment sheds light on a pervasive problem that is so engrained 
within our society that most people don't even realize it; we place a heavy 
emphasis on our weight, often to the point where we misconstrue the con- 
nection between weight and health. 
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The idea that our weight is not fully representative of our health is not 
new. Many body image activists and doctors have been suggesting this for 
years, pointing to research that proves many weight-health correlations are 
inaccurate. And yet, many people struggle to separate the number on the 
scale from their self-worth, leading to unbalanced relationships with food, 
exercise, and body image. So why is it so hard to disconnect the perceived 
link between weight and health? 

Billie Gray, Ph.D., executive director of The Emily Program Foundation, 
suggests a few reasons behind our society’s preoccupation with weight. 
First, Gray notes that people prefer to focus on weight because “it’s easy to 
measure — it’s harder to measure health.” While it’s hard to measure and 
monitor something like cholesterol, weight is something people can see and 
attempt to fix. Gray adds the “pull your- 
self up by your bootstraps” mentality of 


will help us lose weight, improve our health, and solve all our other body 
image issues. But are diets that demonize or eliminate whole food groups 
healthy? Is it healthy to approach exercise with a “no pain no gain” mindset? 
Where’s the tipping point between healthy and obsessive? 

Many people assume that diets promoting organic foods or “clean eat- 
ing” are fostering positive habits that lead to overall wellness, and many 
people are able to follow their preferences in a balanced and mindful man- 
ner. But these eating guidelines can easily slide into obsessive territory for 
someone who is a perfectionist or who leans toward all-or-nothing mentali- 
ties. Taken to an extreme, even an organic or raw food diet could develop 
into an issue. Recently, a form of disordered eating called orthorexia has 
become more prevalent, where someone restricts food intake based on the 

food’s perceived health value, quality, or 
purity. According to NEDA, people who 


our individualistic society adds to our 
assumptions that we can always control 
and improve ourselves, starting with that 
number on the scale. 

Focusing on weight can give people a 
sense of control as well, especially when 
other aspects of life can’t be controlled. 
But improvements based on weight loss 
are more likely to fail than succeed in 
the long run. Gray notes, “We know that 
weight loss is not sustainable...80—95 
percent of people who lose weight will 
regain, sometimes even more than they 
lost, and yet we keep prescribing weight 
loss. Are there any other medical inter- 
ventions that doctors prescribe that have 
a 95 percent failure rate and yet they 
keep prescribing them?" This high fail- 
ure rate for weight loss also encourages 
perpetual dieting and selfmonitoring, 
potentially leading to obsessive behav- 
iors. 

And it’s easy to go beyond self-mon- 
itoring and slip into evaluating other 
people’s weight based on their appear- 
ance. Gray adds that the focus on weight 
also allows people to make judgments on 
a person’s personality and values based 
simply on their physical appearance: 
“We think we know how much they ex- 
ercise or if they exercise. We think we 
know what their eating habits are like, 
that they eat a lot of junk food or fast food. We think we know about their 
personality, that they lack willpower, that they’re lazy. We think we know all 
these things, but we don’t.” 

These instances of size bias are prevalent even within the GLBT com- 
munity, a community that is supposed to be welcoming and affirming to an 
extremely broad range of people with different body types, genders, and 
expressions. From assumptions based on size to excluding people based on 
“harmless” preferences for specific body types, the queer community is also 
implicated in fueling the obsession with weight and health. 

The need to fit in with idealized body images is especially prevalent 
among gay males, a demographic that (according to the National Eating 
Disorders Association, or NEDA) makes up only five percent of the male 
population in the United States but accounts for 42 percent of U.S. men with 
eating disorders. While this number accounts for diagnosed cases, it does 
not even begin to cover the amount of people within the GLBT community 
who experience body dissatisfaction that manifests in some sort of disor- 
dered eating, disordered exercise, or body image issue. 

In addition to anxieties surrounding weight and size, the fear of being 
“unhealthy” encourages many of us to immerse ourselves into grueling fit- 
ness regimens or strict eating habits, all in the belief that a healthy lifestyle 


The overall 


SOCIO-ECONOMIC COST 


of eating disorders is over 


(over 2 trillion USD) 


Americans spend over 


МАА оп dieting & 


diet-related products / year 


develop orthorexia may assume they are 
following a healthy diet, but their eating 
patterns eventually become all-consum- 
ing and severely impact their day-to-day 
lives. 

In a society that values extremes and 
ultimatums, especially around food and 
exercise, it can be very difficult to articu- 
late what healthy actually means. The 
many different messages about health 
from the media and the health industry 
also make it hard to develop a complete 
understanding of health. Gray warns, 
“An advertiser's number one goal is to 
make you dissatisfied with yourself or 
your life so you'll go buy or do what they 
want you to do, and that will supposedly 
increase your satisfaction." Therefore, 
the underlying motive behind health-re- 
lated messages may be more about mak- 
ing a profit and less about an individual's 
well-being. 

Gray encourages people to be cau- 
tious of how the media defines health 
and suggests that people look at health 
in a more individual and holistic way. 
A more accurate and safe way to think 
about health considers the unique needs 
of the individual, emphasizes a strong 
connection between physical and mental 
health, and reflects on the motives or in- 
tentions behind behavioral patterns. 

Considering health as an individual journey, Gray suggests that people 
think of health more as "self care, which is about listening to yourself and 
what you need." When people develop positive relationships with food, body, 
and fitness, they account for personal preferences and don't resist natural 
preferences based on perceived societal opinion. Gray also notes that a sta- 
ble relationship with food is flexible: "Sometimes you're eating for comfort, 
sometimes for celebration. Food can equal love. Eating can also be out of 
hunger or convenience. It's all these things." 

Additionally, a more holistic definition of health considers the correla- 
tion between body and mind. "Mental health and physical health are not 
separate, they are interwoven. We are actually diminishing people's health 
by focusing on their weight," Gray adds. Instead of attempting to fix the 
physical body and hope the mental problems associated with body dissat- 
isfaction or low self-esteem will be solved, the better strategy is to promote 
acceptance and encourage radical self love in the current moment — a mo- 
ment that is not contingent on past failures or future success. 

Finally, an integral component to defining health is the ability to reflect 
on the motives fueling certain behaviors. Although diets and exercise regi- 
mens are not all destined to end up in dangerous or unsafe territory, it's 
important for everyone to consider what's behind their relationships to 
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food, exercise, and body image. Gray encour- 
ages people to challenge assumptions about 
the perceived safety or value of "healthy life- 
styles" by questioning the motives behind 
participation: are you following a diet that 
encourages self-righteous thinking about 
perceived qualities of food? If any behaviors 
are accompanied with judgment, resistance, 
or anxiety (or if they become invasive into 
everyday life), Gray believes there might be 
cause for concern. 

While redefining health and challenging 
society's ingrained assumptions about bodies 
will take some time, there are several ways 
to start practicing self care and foster positive 
relationships with food, exercise, and body 
image. Gray offers some tips on how to nur- 
ture radical self-acceptance: 

Eliminate the word "should" from your 
vocabulary. Often, "should statements" 
(such as “Т should go to the gym") are im- 
posed by external constructs and frequently 
are shaming statements. Instead, Gray sug- 
gests trying to "replace 'should' with 'I want 
or ‘I don't want’ — then you're listening to 
your internal voice." 

Allow yourself to play, be curious, and 
even fail. Allow yourself to move your body 
in ways that are fun instead of seeing exer- 
cise as purely for fitness or punishment for 
not having the body you think you should 
have. Try new things where you give your- 
self room to fail. 

Think about and celebrate what you can 
do in your current body. Thank your body for 
what it has done — think about how well our 
bodies actually serve us. Gray notes, “Grati- 
tude is a great antidote to shame!" 

Challenge yourself and set intentions 
(more flexible than goals) that are not based 
on weight or size. 

Gray encourages people to "listen to their 
body ofthe day; that acknowledges that some 
days we have more energy, feel stronger, or 
feel more attractive. Honor where you are in 
that moment." 

Its not easy to challenge assumptions 
about weight and health, especially because 
negative mindsets are engrained into us our 
whole lives. But the more we resist the mes- 
sages that equate our physical bodies with 
our self worth, the more we can encourage 
ourselves and others to find joy in our current 
bodies. Imagine defining health in a way that 
moves beyond the scale, beyond shame and 
unattainable expectations, and toward a place 
of self care. By promoting mindful behavior 
and positive relationships with food, exercise, 
and our bodies, we can begin to challenge our 
society's obsession with weight and eventual- 
ly smash the scale that has attempted to sum 
up our worth in pounds and ounces. 


For more information on The Emily Program 
Foundation, or to volunteer, visit www.emily- 
programfoundation.org. 
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Things No One Tells You About 


Lesbian Pregancy: 


A Non-Bio Mom-To-Be's Experience 
with the Miracle of Life 


It's 10 a.m. on St. Patrick's Day when I get the call. Our fertility clinic 


has the results of my wife Krissy's pregnancy test. Is this going to be our 
lucky day? 


Affirmative. 


terror I experienced as I realized that we were finally pregnant. Upon receiv- 
ing our happy news, we tried to guard our secret until we felt it was safe to 
share, not wanting to jinx our chances at a healthy pregnancy. But now we 
are past the first trimester and can finally share our joy. Baby Bradbury will 
Nothing could prepare me for the cliché rush of sheer joy, disbelief, and join our family in late November — perfect timing for lots of future Thanks- 
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OUR LIVES 


giving jokes and turkey puns. (Yes, these exist. Don’t tempt me.) 

Krissy and I have done our research on “what to expect” as best as we 
can, but a pregnancy involving two ladies has definitely had its surprises. I 
would have never expected to be mixing and administering fertility shots 
in multiple parking lots around the Twin Cities. Nor would I ever have 
anticipated some of the hilarious awkward questions we've received from 
people who have never encountered a non-hetero pregnancy. But along the 
way, I've learned a great deal about the ins and outs of supporting a partner 
through the fertility process and first trimester. And in honor of our child's 
Thanksgiving arrival, I'd like to share a cornucopia of lessons I've learned. 

Finding a great fertility clinic is one of the most important steps to begin- 
ning the journey to motherhood. There are several great clinics around the 
cities that are welcoming to GLBT clients, but our temporary home in Cen- 
tral Minnesota made things a bit more difficult. After extensive research, 
we decided to try The Midwest Center for Reproductive Health in Maple 
Grove. Conveniently located on Krissy's 
way to work, it would make getting to all 
the countless appointments a bit easier. 

We were prepared to shop around 
a bit for a clinic, as both Krissy and I 
trust our gut reactions when it comes 
to big decisions. But when we met Dr. 
Corfman and heard his detailed fertili- 
ty experience, we knew we had chosen 
the right clinic. Entrusting the future 
of your family into the hands of a doc- 
tor can be a very vulnerable feeling, 
but I felt good knowing Krissy was in 
good hands. 

Even though we had science on 
our side, we quickly learned that the 
success of the fertility process is really 
out of our control. We had wrongly as- 
sumed that we would get pregnant on 
the first try because we were the happi- 
est couple in the universe. But trying to 
conceive has a funny way of humbling 
you into realizing that the gift of a baby 
is not so simply acquired. It didn't mat- 
ter that we desperately wanted a child 
or that we had invested a great deal of 
time and money into making it happen. 
Pregnancy doesn't just happen to cou- 
ples based on their merit or their love for each other. Even having a fantastic 
medical team and the precision developed through the wonders of science 
can't guarantee a successful pregnancy. It just happens. 

Like many other couples who are trying to conceive, we became very 
familiar with the "Two Week Wait" period. We'd go in for the insemination 
(which honestly was like a glorified turkey baster situation), Га joke with 
the nurses that we had to stop meeting this way, and then we'd go home 
to twiddle our thumbs for two weeks. We'd try not to get our hopes up too 
much, but each procedure made us more certain (and more desperate) that 
it would finally stick. 

But on each *maybe baby" day, Krissy would receive a "not pregnant" 
voicemail that would make us feel completely helpless. I empathized for my 
beautiful partner, who was willingly pumping herself full of fertility drugs 
and experiencing all their not-so-pleasant side effects without any success. 
But I couldn't fully comprehend what she was going through. As we geared 
up for our sixth and final try, I tried to be supportive and reassure her that 
she was doing everything right. 

Our final insemination was bittersweet. We both felt an overwhelming 
desperation for the procedure to work, but we tried to balance our hopeful 
feelings with the reality of our past fertility failures. With so much at stake for 
this last attempt, the only acceptable way to approach it was with a sense of 


EVEN THOUGH WE HAD 
SCIENCE ON OUR SIDE, WE 
QUICKLY LEARNED THAT 
THE SUCCESS OF THE FER- 
TILITY PROCESS IS REALLY 
OUT OF OUR CONTROL. WE 
HAD WRONGLY ASSUMED 
THAT WE WOULD GET 
PREGNANT ON THE FIRST 
TRY BECAUSE WE WERE 
THE HAPPIEST COUPLE IN 
THE UNIVERSE. 


humor, so we goofed around and teased each other as we waited to be done. 

Thanks to the luck-o-the-Irish (or maybe the Irish heritage of our anony- 
mous donor?), March 17th was the day our “maybe baby" became a “defi- 
nitely." There's still no rhyme or reason for why it finally worked for us, 
especially when so many lesbian couples have waited so much longer, but 
we are wholeheartedly grateful for our blessing. 

Having our status switch to full-blown, officially pregnant mode made 
the research geek in me go searching for information on being a support- 
ive partner, with very underwhelming results. Many pregnancy books ac- 
knowledge a non-hetero partner at some point with a tasteful aside, but the 
significant differences in, well, everything, make some information hard 
to swallow. 

If we are to believe the pregnancy guides geared toward dads-to-be, 
most men have an insultingly low knowledge of basic sex education and 
how to interact with women. With advice along the lines of "you are going to 
have to do some housework, Dad," and 
"Don't touch her boobs if they hurt," 
the suggestions for supporting a wom- 
an through her pregnancy seemed to 
be geared toward neanderthals with no 
common sense. Thanks, but no thanks. 

As much as I would love a detailed 
instruction manual for being the best 
support for my pregnant wife, l'm never 
going to get it. That's okay though, be- 
cause I don't really need it. I just need 
to continue to follow the vows I made 
on our wedding day: I promised to love 
her and cherish her presence in my life. 
I promised to respect and honor her 
life's journey and support her as she 
grows. And I promised to welcome her 
each day with open arms and an open 
heart, no strings attached. Simply put, 
being a supportive partner during preg- 
nancy means being present, open, and 
flexible. No special “advice for dudes" 
needed. 

Even after the positive pregnancy 
test (and several follow-up tests to reas- 
sure my naturally cynical mind), I still 
had trouble accepting our pregnancy 
was real. It didn't matter that Krissy was 
experiencing full-blown pregnancy symptoms; I could not be fully convinced 
that a baby was actually growing. Dozens of times each day, I asked Krissy 
if she still felt pregnant. Even after that question got a bit obsessive, Krissy 
always reassured me that this baby is here to stay. 

Much to my surprise, many people struggle to fully accept their part- 
ner's pregnancy until there is undeniable proof of life. When I talked to other 
non-bio moms, they also recalled feeling uncertain and overprotective in the 
early months. We can't feel what's going on inside our partners' bodies, and 
the lack of visible evidence is unsettling. 

For me, my mom-to-be status finally sunk in when we saw our first sono- 
gram, a sight that instantly brought tears to my eyes. And even after hearing 
the heartbeat at subsequent check-ups, I'm still not prepared for how hum- 
bling and awesome it is to hear proof that our baby is doing well. Though I’m 
not the one giving birth, I feel more like a mother every single day. 

No books or mommy blogs could prepare me for this wonderful ad- 
venture Krissy and I are on. No amount of advice could have helped me 
anticipate the range of emotions I feel as I watch my wife go through this 
timeless rite of passage. But the little moments that have surprised us have 
also brought us closer together, and we are honored to join the thousands of 
other queer parents in raising children who know they are fiercely wanted 
and so profoundly loved. @ 
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The Stonewall Moment 


I recently had the opportunity to go to Stonewall, finally. I wanted to stand in that place where our 
GLBT civil rights movement began; to actually bein that building. I tried to imagine bezngin that moment 


in June of 1969. 


Going inside Stonewall helped me to realize what it must have been like. It's a small, rectangular bar. 
At the time there was only one way out: the front door. The police raided the bar whenever the mafia, 
which owned Stonewall, hadn't paid off the police lately. It was the only bar in the city where GLBT peo- 
ple could actually dance together. When a payoff hadn't been made for a while, the police would remind 
the mafia to do so by raiding. There was no way out for the people trapped inside. 


I tried to imagine what it would be like to be trapped in that bar on that 
warm June night. You're having fun in the safest place, the only place, you 
could be yourself, be among your own people, the only place in New York 
City where GLBT people could actually touch in a public place. In a flash, 
the bright white lights are turned on to signal a raid. If you were touching 
someone while dancing, you dropped your hands. 

Angry shouts filled the room telling you to line up with your ID. Any 
male in women's clothing was always arrested. Anyone who didn't have 
an ID was always arrested. Everyone was shamed. Shame was the real 
weapon used to keep down the GLBT community. Not just police, but pas- 
tors and parents used it too. One individual there that night said he was so 
afraid that his picture would be published in the paper and he'd be fired 
from his job on Wall Street. I’m sure there were many hearts pounding 
over the prospect of lost jobs, lost apartments, lost family and friends, and 
lost reputation. Standing in the dark of Stonewall almost 50 years later, I 
could just feel the fear of loss. 

Itried to imagine what made that electric moment of fear flare into anger. 
Sure, it was a hot summer night. Sure, it was an era of all minorities rioting 
for long-deprived rights. Gay men could get shot in Vietnam for their coun- 
try Gf they lied about their orientation) and the same men could be billy- 
clubbed in Greenwich Village by the law of that same country. But what was 
it that, in that one moment, in that one place, made all these people decide 


that that time was one time too many? One person there said, “When did you 
ever see a fag fight back?" What changed that? What made them fight back? 

Here's the answer I came to for myself, and from interviews with those 
who were at Stonewall, it was similar for them. The moment came when I 
had more to gain by coming out than I had to lose. I had more hope for life 
lived openly, than dread of loss. Coming out later in life from a conservative 
background meant that I was coming out in an environment not dissimilar 
to the one they came out in that June night of 1969. It meant losing friends, 
family, employment, and home for me. But I didn't want to lose one more 
moment of my life in the closet. It was time to stop fighting me. It was time 
to start fighting for me. 

We all have our Stonewall moments. Many of us have had that one mo- 
ment where we were tired of living in a closet, and it was time to face our 
fears and come out. Those moments come up whenever we're in new situa- 
tions and disclose yet again. We have those moments where we have more 
to gain by coming out than we have to lose. That we have the freedom to be 
ourselves is thanks to those who faced their Stonewall moment, at Stone- 
wall, in June of 1969. 

I wasn't at Stonewall. Most of you weren't either. Maybe no one reading 
this was. But in our own way, we've all been there. We, too, have overcome. 
In that, we can all have pride. @ 
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- by Shane Lueck - 


GSA: A Support System 
for GLBT Youth 


What may not be common knowledge is that every high school in the Minneapolis and St. Paul public 
school districts has a GSA. And most of the middle schools do as well. The widespread nature of these 
GSA clubs reflect a trend that has gained traction in recent years in schools across the country as a sup- 
port system for GLBT youth. GSAs have historically stood for Gay-Straight Alliance, but over the last few 
years the names have shifted to be more inclusive, with many clubs identifying as Gender and Sexuality 


Alliance instead. 


When Jason Bucklin started his position as the LGBT program co- 
ordinator and Out4Good program coordinator with Minneapolis Public 
Schools four years ago, there were only seven GSAs in the district. Now 
there are 21, making it one of the most active clubs in the district. Eleven 
of those are at middle schools, giving Minneapolis one of the highest 
numbers of middle school GSAs in the nation. 

With memberships ranging from six to 40 students in Minneapolis, 
Bucklin says GSAs can be arranged to fit the building’s culture or stu- 
dents’ needs. “We see GSAs that are about support, activism, or creating 
social opportunities and often times we see them as a combination of 
those elements,” he says. “Whenever there is student interest, we en- 
courage the creation of a GSA. Students should find an advisor and get 
started by building support among students and adults.” 

As advisors of the GSA at Capitol Hill Middle School within the St. 
Paul school district, Regina Wehner and Ann Hebble feel blessed to be 
supported, financially and emotionally, by the district’s Out for Equity 
program, which strives to maintain a safe and welcoming school environ- 
ment that fosters positive self esteem, respect for others, and academic 
success for all lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer students. 

Wehner (who also works as Capitol Hill’s school counselor), says 
starting a GSA today is significantly easier than in years past. After 
securing a school-sponsored leader (like a teacher or counselor), the 
group must focus on a specific goal, whether social, social activism, or 
a small, more therapy-oriented support group. In addition, GSAs must 
determine when and how frequently they will meet. 

“We, at CapHill, are fortunate in that we have a daily recess/lunch 
45 minutes,” Wehner says. “Our GSA meets each Thursday during that 
time. Many schools are forced to meet after school and therefore must 
deal with transportation and snack issues.” 

Hebble, the group’s co-advisor and an English language teacher, says 
there is no minimum number of participants to make a GSA a success. 
“When I first started Murray Middle School’s GSA three years ago, only 


about six students met after school each week,” she remembers. Now, 
the GSA has come into its own, having transitioned to a student-created 
name: G.L.O.W. (Gay, Lesbian, or Whatever). “At CapHill, we see an av- 
erage of about 30 students per week! Keep in mind, though, that we meet 
during the day." 

According to information from the Human Rights Campaign's web- 
site, 36 percent of LGBT youth participate often in Gay-Straight Alliance 
clubs at their schools. In an attempt to ensure the remaining 64 percent 
feel supported, these clubs dedicate a portion of their time to turning 
their schools into more welcoming environments. 

And that support and need to create welcoming environments re- 
mains crucial, as during the 2014-15 school year, Wehner says the 
group faced some opposition. А couple of parents complained that the 
GSA was "recruiting gays and lesbians." That same year, some students 
complained that the group shouldn't be allowed to exist, citing religious 
reasons. 

"Thankfully, in both of those cases, our administrators handled it and 
gave their full support to the group," Wehner says. “Our biggest chal- 
lenge is that we don't have enough time with our students! There are so 
many projects they want to work on, and we just run out of time! What 
a problem, right?" 

'Those projects are the result of the students voting this year to be 
activists, creating projects that would help bring visibility to the group 
and make the school safe for all. Whether teaching lessons in elemen- 
tary classrooms using a GLBTQ children's book, hosting lunches with 
school staff, or bringing in speakers from various organizations, the 
middle schoolers demonstrated a passion for civil rights. 

“I will say that at our particular school, there is a lot of activist ener- 
gy," Hebble says. "It's imperative to find resources, to connect with other 
GSAs and share. We in St. Paul Public Schools are fortunate to have our 
own Out for Equity department support us and be a clearinghouse for 
resources." (9 
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PRIDE PETS 
2016 BEN 


PETS WITH PRIDE 


We asked our Facebook followers to send in photos of their pets showing Pride. 
Keep a lookout for these Pride-ful pets this season! 


BETA Gee: P ТИ P ERIS E d 
(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) PENELOPE STARR SENT IN BY MOLLY GOSH. ARMANI VUITTON LUECK SENT IN BY SHANE LUECK. LUEKA SENT IN BY LINDA MANN. LOKI 
SENT IN BY NATHAN WESTERBERG. NINJA SENT IN BY SHELLEY BEMAN 
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QUORUM Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 
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possible outcome.” 
- R BECKY A. MOSHIER 


© 
c 
О 
= 
c 
=) 
Nn 
Ф 
e 
2, 
= 


PROVIDING NEW BEGINNINGS SINCE 199 


Professionals 
4500 Park Glen Road 2233 University Ave. W., Ste 420 
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Kay T. Johnson Amy Ruzick Keith Taylor 
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event assistance and for a free St. Louis Park event space guide. (952) 426-4047 (9 
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* Midpointe Event Center 

* Landmark Center 

* Keller Golf Course 

* Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
* Edinburgh USA 

* Minnesota Zoo 

* Science Museum of Minnesota 

* Green Haven Golf Course 

* Lake Waconia Event Center 

* Brooklyn Park Community Center # 
* Plymouth Creek | 


Edinburgh USA e» SMS. Science Museum of Minnesota Ne Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 


763.315.8503 ~ lancercatering.com 651.221.2550 ~ smm.org/rentals тоо 9 у 051.487.8282 ~ comozooconservatory.org 


Lake Waconia Event Center Keller Golf Course and Banquet Center Green Haven Golf Course 
763.315.8516 ~ lancercatering.com 651.766.4176 ~ lancercatering.com 763.576.2968 ~ lancercatering.com 


os 
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OUR WEDDINGS 


“It is easy to be inspired by beautiful things, I wanted to flex my creative muscle and find beauty in the 
darkness,” says Gretchen Culver, owner of Rocket Science Weddings & Events. The inspiration for this 
styled shoot came from the Francis Bacon painting “1946,” which lends itself perfectly to Culver’s desire to 
find inspiration in art that isn’t traditionally considered beautiful. In fact, many view his work as disturbing. 


Culver’s appreciation for art goes back to her 
roots as an art history major in college, a path which 
wasn't always planned. “A few good professors put 
me on that path; I have always had an interest in art 
and design so it was a natural fit,” she says. “After 
college I didn’t know what I was going to do, but hap- 
pened into the world of special events. I loved how I 
was able to use my creativity and background in art to 
produce one-of-a-kind experiences for people. Now, 
each one of my events has an art historical context. 
Art is inspiration for me during the design process.” 

Culver shares that there were some elements of 
this styled shoot that were very literal translations 
from the artwork. For example, the yellow bouton- 
niere worn by one of the grooms, the oriental rug, the umbrella 
as a photo booth prop, and the shapes used for the painted panels. 
The colors were also directly pulled from the painting. 

“While at first glance you might not notice the peach and 
mauve, the painting does have some beautiful interesting colors 
and tones,” Culver adds. “I also tried to mimic the painterly feel of 
the work - this can be seen in the painted panels in the ceremony 
vignette as well as the invitation.” 

Some elements of the painting were less literal. The animal 
carcasses in the painting were the trickiest element to incorpo- 
rate, Culver says, as she didn’t want to push the envelope too far. 
This resulted in a roasted pig as part of the escort card display, 
draped beautifully with flowers. Pig hides were also included in 


FRANCIS BACON, "1946" 


various places (Bloody Mary bar, lounge, dessert 
table, photo booth backdrop) to allude to the animal 
carcasses. 

“I looked more at the shapes and textures the 
animal parts were creating in the painting and then 
found design elements to represent that,” Culver 
confesses. “Some elements were just fun inspiration. 
For example, I thought, what would be the signature 
drink at a Francis Bacon wedding and a Bloody Mary 
immediately came to mind. Our awesome dessert 
company, Cocoa & Fig, got creative with the desserts 
like a bacon cupcakes and blackberry macarons.” 

And what would a painting-inspired styled shoot 
be without real paintings? Local Minneapolis artist 
Steph Guidera shared her talents with “beautiful, moody paintings 
that were the perfect addition to the lounge vignette.” 

“The painting inspired me to create a same-sex styled shoot fea- 
turing two men. It just seemed like a natural fit for some reason,” 
Culver adds, noting that the models are an actual couple who got 
married Labor Day weekend at Mill City Museum in 2015. “I knew 
they would be just perfect for the shoot as they are both handsome 
and ‘tough’ and so in love. You can really see it in the photos.” 

The addition of a flower girl in the shoot resulted from Cul- 
ver’s vision of the couple as a modern family. She says, “Many 
same-sex couples I know have children before they are legally 
married, because getting legally married just became an option! 
It is a family affair.” 
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ROCKWOODS 


Crafting Fine Food & Celebrations 


Your dream wedding will be easy to plan at Rockwoods! 
Katie Franaschouk -Wedding Coordinator 
Events@RockwoodsGnilcom | 763-441-6375 
Full Menu Available Online: www.RockwoodsGrill.com 


COUPLES’ CHOICE 


Awards 


2016 


a 
Jiu 


‘COMMONS 


HOT 


FOREVER 511 


Life's biggest moments deserve a special 
place. Located in the heart ofthe University 
of Minnesota and on the’ Green Line} The 
Commons Hotel professional catering staff will 
tailor the taste of your wedding day exactly as 
you have envisioned. Call us to set up.a tour 
and discover the perfect place 0”. 


800.822.6757 


LAKE ELMO 


CATERING & EVENT CENTER 
"World Class Dining Close to Home” 


Comprehensive Planning Services 
Award Winning Cuisine | Outdoor Ceremonies 
Receptions | Rehearsal Dinners 


3712 Layton Ave N | Lake Elmo, MN | 651.779.5994 | LakeElmoInn.com 


WATERSTREETINN.US 
651-439-4000 

101 Water Street South 

Stillwater, MN 55082 


Est. 1890 


та 
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arlie's Pub| 


FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER 

Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special four-course 
dinner menu. Each course paired with a Y 
specially selected glass of wine 

for $34.95 per person. Served from 

5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested. 


STILLWATER’S COMPLETE HosPrrALITY EXPERIENCE! 


* Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub * Meeting / Banquet Rooms 

* 41 Guestrooms * Weddings & Receptions 
Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces * Elegant Guestrooms 

* Event Coordinator * Live Irish Music Every Weekend 
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VENUE 


The Machine Shop was built in 1916 as a part of the Pillsbury Mills, 
which was at one time the largest mill in the world. Now, the building has 
been carefully restored, keeping the original 1916 architectural details in- 
tact, while introducing modern luxury in this industrial space. The building 
will again be a cornerstone for the city of Minneapolis. 

Steps from the Mississippi River, the Machine Shop event venue will 
host a variety of events in its open, flexible space. From cultural events open 
to the public, to lavish weddings, the Machine Shop is equipped for them 
all. With space for over 300 guests, combined with the innate character of 
the space and the lavish updates, clients and guests will experience grand 
events like never before in Minneapolis. 

The facility was used for a few different storage purposes over the years, 
but has mainly been empty in recent times. The benefit of this has been that 
the historical integrity of the space was largely kept intact. “When we saw the 
two levels of floor-to-ceiling windows and amazing location, we knew it would 
be a perfect asset to the event scene in Minneapolis,” says Jessica Barrett, the 
Machine Shop’s executive director. “This summer will be the inaugural wed- 
ding season for our venue, but we have a seasoned crew with years of planning 
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extraordinary events under our belts. We truly love when individuals let their 
personalities, tastes, and personal traditions dictate the day.” 

Other than preferred vendors for catering and valet (not required with 
self-parking available in the neighborhood and surrounding street parking, 
but recommended), Barrett says couples are free to customize the space 
using vendors they enjoy. A combination of dimmable lighting throughout, 
some spotlighting and decorative accent lighting (all included with the rent- 
al cost) allow for a look perfect for the big day. And aside from open flames, 
confetti, or glitter, Barrett and her team are extremely flexible and want to 
help you create a unique expression of your event. 

Two sets of restrooms, which the Machine Shop will help in labeling as 
gender neutral for your event, and two dressing rooms, both of which are 
gender neutral, make the Machine Shop perfect for GLBT weddings. 

And, couples scouting venues should pay careful attention to the added 
bonus of a coat check closet (staff available if requested), tables and chairs, 
and security is provided with the rental fee. Seating on the main floor ac- 
commodates 300, while using a combination of the main floor and upstairs 
allows up to 500. 
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EXCLUSIVE WEDDING 
PACKAGE AVAILABLE! 


Largest standard rooms in Minneapolis 
Contact the Sales Department today @ 
612-333-3111 


HyattPlaceMinneapolisDowntown.com 
425 7th St S., Minneapolis 


Traditional isn't always old-fashioned. 


33ilgrim 
Lutheran Church у 


А HOME FOR HUNGRY MINDs AND SOULS 
LITURGICALLY RICH AND CREATIVE 

KNOWN FOR CELTIC & NoRDIC CONTEMPLATIVE WORSHIP 
COMMITTED TO FULL 


LGBTQ PARTICIPATION 
Visit our Pride Booth #P059 
LS f А 
ба PilgrimStPaulorg 
КОЙА Saint Clair & Prior in Saint Paul's 
ELCA Macalester Groveland neighborhood 


2. 
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All the fancy little gadgets we have to 
connect us, and we'll never top this. 


№ | SET à 
Blüefin Bay UV Or RESORTS Bluefin Bay ! Surfside ! Temperance Landing 
On the shores of Lake Superior in Tofte, Minnesota 1-800-BLUEFIN 
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CAFE на + DECO А 


USTOM CEILING DRAPING & LIGHTING PAPER LANTERNS 
x ready AFHANG 1 
(7 CLIENTS ое р 


CRIED lene anomenoone® a aad operated 29 COLORS 
оу А : 2 


k 7 CHANDELIERS & ir dud > 


AWARD WINNER 


5 gears ru 


COLORS of 


2 2 4 ү E 0.1 Ж 3 23 


WEDDINGS «jd EVENTS 41 8 gri FABRIC 
+ DRAPED and LIT © CHIFFON SATIN reniy to DRAPE 
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SEACREST DISTINCTION BOW TIES AND POCKET SQUARES FROM 


MACY’S; MAGNANI SHOES; AND DAVID YURMAN RINGS. 


ATTIRE 


Although models Matt Gerber and Tim Mantel wore their tuxedos from 
their own 2015 wedding, Culver says this styled shoot was easy to dress 
because the painting expressly has a man in dark attire with a white shirt 
and yellow boutonniere. 

“Т always love tuxedos and bow ties,” she shares. “I don't think there are 
enough reasons to get dressed up these days, so that is why I elevated the 
formality and look from the painting. The accessories they wore were com- 
plementary, not matching, and the colors were all pulled from the painting.” 

Complementary attire instead of matching, Culver says, is crucial. “Bring 


a bit more personality in to each outfit while still looking good together,” she 
says. “Don’t wait until the last minute. Tailoring takes time. For example, if 
you are ordering something custom from Italy remember that they don’t 
work during the month of August so get your order in extra early if you are 
having a late summer or fall wedding.” 

Gerber’s advice is bring extra, even if you think you won't need it. “Bring 
a spare undershirt, underwear, and socks,” she says. “Whether it is summer 
or winter, you will get excited on your big day and sweat. You will be glad to 
have the option to change into fresh undergarments before the reception.” 


152 | LAVENDER | JUNE 9-22, 2016 


CONTINUED ON РАСЕ 156 ==> 


YOUR OWN 
WEDDING WINE 


3 | 


j 


Minneapolis City Hall and Hennepin County Courthouse. 


Whether you dream of a small intimate ceremony, a large formal dinner reception, or a brief ceremony followed by 
a cocktail reception and dance, the City Hall and Courthouse will fit your needs. 
We now offer hourly rentals for your simple courthouse ceremony! 


For Viewings call (612) 596-9512 or learn more at 
www.municipalbuildingcommission.org/Events 
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Specializing In: 
A venue that’s just right for you 
3 unique event spaces • reception hall e meeting rooms n р $ [ e C t | | | ' 


weddings > birthdays • retirement parties 


anniversaries • retreats • and more C | | г nt- 0 6 nte [8 | 


SpringHouse = 
612.353.6292 • events SHMC@fccmpls.org Ministry Center T h n | any 
610 W 28% Street • Minneapolis, MN 55408  springhousemn.org ио | 


ü 


ОН World G Pm. 2 
Sumit Hill Elegance Ү 


Catering and Event Services at 


Licensed Psychologist 


6950 France Ave. $. 


) š * " : P 
e Germanic-American Institute Pez Suite 14 
Booking and rates available at н à үзі 2 42: Ё | | n d 
www.gaicatering.com y The GAI is a proud member of! QUORUM CT 


| or call 651.222.7027 for an appointment y 
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MANUFACTURERS 
LIQUIDATION SALE 


NOTHING 
OVER $2999 


> RETAIL VALUES 58000, (б 
59000 OR MORE, әді 
— ALLs2999! ¢ 


THE INTERCONTINENTAL 
SAINT PAUL RIVERFRONT 


orma QU -— MEME MALL 
n/stpau = = 
шырт INTERCONTINENTAL HOFF 
И АЕ BURNSVILLE CENTER ONTHS TO PAY 


NO INTEREST!” 


*to qualified buyers 


952-204-9349 0 MONEY DOWN 
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Turn your photos 
into CONFETT. 


1” double-sided photo confetti 
mixed with your choice of 
accent colors. Order online 

and upload your images. 
Easy. Unique. Fun. 


Pridefetti - Weddingfetti - Businessfetti 
Or any other milestone you’re 
celebrating. 

What's Yourfetti? 


(866) 496-3168 
PHOTOFETTI.COM 
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BARKERS 
Ds ERS 


р 


* 111 rooms 

e Free WiFi 

e Indoor pool area with whirlpool and sauna 

e Fitness center 

• Full service Barkers Waterfront Grille restaurant and 
Captain Barkers Lounge 

e Outdoor patio dining 


BARKER S4 
—— —— GRILLE 


e Complimentary Breakfast Monday through Friday mornings 


e Located on Barkers Island in the Superior Bay 

e Minutes away from shopping/dining/museums 
e Convention Center 

e Connected to the Osaugie Trail 


Outdoor Patio 
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FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
INCLUDED ROSES, 


GARDEN ROSES, SPRAY 
ROSES, AMARYLLIS, 
ALSTROMERIA, 
CARNATIONS, CYMBIDIUM 
ORCHIDS, JAMES STOREY 
ORCHIDS, ANTHURIUM, 
AND RANUNCULUS. 


Rocket Science Weddings & Events is a planning and design firm, but 
will do florals for couples not utilizing those services if desired. Culver and 
her team created the floral arrangements for this shoot, selecting flowers be- 
cause of their color and style. “I wanted to blend unique blooms like orchids 
and amaryllis with luxurious standards such as garden roses,” Culver says. 
"We're starting to see a resurgence in the use of color. The soft color palette 
that dominated wedding florals the last several years is shifting to include 
more bold colors. This styled shoot is a great example of the trend." 

As Culver notes, spring and summer weddings have the great advan- 
tage of using local, in-season flowers. Some flowers, like peonies, are only 
available in spring/early summer so if you have your heart set on a certain 
type of flower you should plan your wedding day around their growing sea- 
son. And, Culver reminds couples to work within the color palette of your 
venue(s). She says, "If your flowers complement the space, the whole design 
is elevated and feels seamless, giving you a bigger bang for your buck. Talk 
with your florist about all of those details: your venue(s), attire, your style, 
etc. so they understand and can guide you in the right direction." 

Culver's greatest advice is to be prepared for a bit of potential sticker 
shock; flowers are not cheap. Letting your florist know your budget up-front 
means they can help you make decisions that will give you the best look for 
your budget. "Without some budgetary guidelines, they may propose ideas 
thatare not within your means, setting you up for disappointment," she says. 
“No reputable florist will try and gouge you or take advantage of you if you 
share your budget; rather it allows them to do their job better and give you 
the best end result." 

Don't know what your budget is? Ask your florist for some ranges on 
what you should expect to spend or what they normally charge. 


Florals: Rocket Science Weddings & Events 

Tableware: The Festive Frog, Ultimate Events 

Linens: Aprés Party & Tent Rental 

Drapery: Avant Décor, Nuage 

Catering: Unique Dining Experiences 

Desserts: Cocoa & Fig 

Stationery: Gretchen Berry Design Co. 

Additional Rentals: BeThings, Beverly & Co., Event Lab, On Solid 
Ground Vintage Rentals 

Venue: The Machine Shop, www.machineshopmpls.com 
Photography: Cadence & Eli Photography, www.cadenceandeli.com 
Planning and styling: Gretchen Culver, Rocket Science Weddings & 
Events, www.rocketscienceweddingsandevents.com 


156 | LAVENDER | JUNE 9-22, 2016 


ae 


sv platinum and diamond 


stephen vincent design 


minneapolis - north loop 


612-338-1481 
svstudio.com 


Photo courtesy of Clewell Photography 
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Helping all 
couples say 


> 


Exceptional Truffles for an Exceptional Community | 


651-690-0075 ° justtruffles.com 
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THEWOMAN'S CLUB of MINNEAPOLIS 
Weddings, Receptions, Rehearsal Dinners, Celebrations 
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410 Oak Grove Street · Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 
www.womansclub.org · frontdesk@womansclub.org : 612-813-5300 


CATERING & HOSPITALITY 


651.501.8191 
envisioncatering.com 
formerly known as Prom Catering 
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Call the Doubletree by Hilton 
Bloomington — Minneapolis South 
for your WEDDING CELEBRATION! 


We are delighted to be your partner in 
planning from the beginning to the end. 


* Rehearsal Dinners 

* Ceremonies 

* Indoor & Outdoor Event Space 

* Wedding Receptions 

* Cocktail Receptions 
DOUBLETREE Contact us at 952-893-8430 


BY HILTON™ 


BLOOMINGTON - MINNEAPOLIS SOUTH 7800 Normandale Boulevard • Bloomington, MN 55439 


Married bad 6 10 13 


A ^ Fabulous Wedding Awaits You 


Wedding officiants offering traditional, non-traditional 


and commitment ceremonies, and vow renewals. 
Serving Minnesota and Wisconsin 


Rev. Kent and Rev. Pamela Barnard Pe ог 


www.simplybeautifulweddingsmn.com AFT 
612.306.9618 


WWW. STOROIKRIVERCRUISES. COM ° WWW.AFTONHOUSEINN. COM * 651-436-8883 


YOUR FLORAL 
DESIGN SPECIALISTS! 


Watch us create your custom jewelry. 
Experience the intriguing marriage 
of the workshop and the showroom. 


BEST WISHES FLORAL 
tleecustomdesignerjewelry 689 WINNETKA AVE. N. 


1805 аку GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 


Sophisticated yet friendly 


Luxury without pretense Next to Red Stag 


Designer jewelry that is 509 2 1st Ave МЕ 
powerful and rare Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 789-2656 
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RINGS BY Au scies 
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www.StyleByMax.com 


Let LeDuc Historic Estate make your 
special day even more memorable. 


AN ELEGANT EVENT SPACE 


E == EIS 
HISTORIC ESTATE 
THEBLAISDELL.COM —— —— —— —— www.LeDucHistoricEstate.org 
651-438-8480 


Breezy Point Resort is  Minnesota's 
only all-inclusive vacation destination. 
Enjoy their wide choice of lodging 
options, great food in four distinctively 
different restaurants, golf one of the Breezy (int 
three spectacular courses, Serenity Spa, RES ORT 

Coffee House, live entertainment in the 
lounge with Elvis, Neil Diamond, Johnny 
Cash, and Frank Sinatra tributes on the " 800.432.3777 

Dockside Deck...and let's not forget crystal Her aa n. 
clear, sandy Pelican Lake. 


160 | LAVENDER | JUNE 9-22, 2016 


Up. ique ly Yours 


From traditional to “Un” traditional custom designed jewelry 


SAN 


VOTED CITY PAGES BEST OF 2016 BEST PLACE TO BUY JEWELRY 
READ OUR REVIEWS! We serve every couple with joy! You're next... CITY PAGES 


Unique engagement and wedding rings, and more! Over 20 years creating beautiful jewelry with passion. Over 100 five star reviews and 100% guarantee. Be 


4305 Upton Avenue South * Minneapolis, MN 55410 • 612-746-0508 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 


Our Newest Member Benefit 


ТРТ | Passport 


Enjoy extended on-demand access 
to amazing PBS and TPT shows 
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PBS 


BOOKS 
- by E.B. Boatner - 
Шисиин 


ESSIE 
CHANDLER 


Blood Money Murder 
Jessie Chandler 
Bella Books, Inc. 
$16.95 


Shay O’Hanlon, back in Chandler’s fifth 
mystery novel, finds her world rocked 
when secrets from the past provide answers to questions 
perhaps better kept in the distant dark. Heady and heavy 
knowledge, Chandler keeps her caper capering with 
klutzy bad guys, Shay’s newly discovered half-sister, Lisa, 
and the rest of the family, the usual cast and crew: her 
oldest friend Coop, genius savants Rocky and wife Tulip, 
her (their) father, Pete, owner of the newly refurbished 
Leprechaun Bar, and, of course, Eddy. Edwina Quarter- 
maine, who raised Shay after her mother’s violent death 
and who, for a lifetime, has harbored a secret struggling 
to the light. Eddy, now threatened by the bad guys, has 
awakened Shay’s Tenacious Protector side, bringing 
kidnapping, mayhem, and sobering knowledge. 


Class Distinctions: Dutch Painting in 
the Age of 

Rembrandt and Vermeer 

Ronni Baer and Henk Van Nierop 
MFA Publications 

$65 


The Dutch Golden Age, basically compris- | 
ing the 17th century, was not only a high point in western 
art, but it happened at this point in Dutch history that 
artists like Rembrandt, Vermeer, Hals, Claesz, and Steen 
were freed from the usual constraints of royal and church 
patronage. This led to studies by these great artists of 
the whole spectrum of citizenry, nobility to tradesmen, 
workers, beggars, and their milieux. The astounding and 
meticulous details in these works informed the recent 
unique and splendid exhibit at Boston’s Museum of Fine 
Arts (publisher of this volume). In addition to the 75 por- 
traits, genre paintings, sea, and landscapes of the original 
exhibit, there are dozens more illustrations and detail, 
including five insightful essays on the period and the art. 


Tall Tail 

Rita Mae Brown & Sneaky Pie Brown 
Bantam 

$27 


The Browns offer their 25th mystery featur- 
ing “Harry” Haristeen and her cohorts: cats 
Mrs. Murphy and Pewter, plus indefatigable 
corgi, Tee Tucker. Again, they successfully mine the colonial 
heritage of Crozet, Va., unearthing long-buried misdeeds 
that time has nurtured to visit upon a dying ex-governor, 
longtime friend of Harry’s, and her dear friend Susan’s ma- 
ternal grandfather. Eighteenth-century characters we’ve met 
before include the Schuylers, the Wests, and Ewing Garth, 
who, although a slave owner like many men of his time, 
considers a different future. Another owner’s mistreatment 
of his slave, Ailee, leads to his murder and to a biological 
trail that ends in a Crozet murder today. Humor, suspense, 
mystery, and family bonds drive this tale and will keep the 
reader riveted to the end. 


Time is the Fire 
Alfred Alcorn 
Pleasure Boat Studio 
$17.95 


Two real-life poets, Stratis Haviaras and 
Seamus Heaney, are among compass points 
across which tosses the modest barque of 
Alcorn's Joycean, eponymous hero, Leopold Bloom O'Boyle. 
Traversing storm-tossed Harvard Square and its environs, 
Г.В. contemplates the books he hasn't written, the novel 

one of his own characters is attempting to write, and the 
prospect of his beloved preacher's wife's almost-certain 
pregnancy. To write or not to write; abort or not abort. Time 
looms. Chronophobe O'Boyle chooses today, September 
8,1992, of all days to wear his father Francis X's LeCoultre 
Master Mariner as he sails the literary seas in a time when 
poets shoaled like mermen on Harvardian waves. Witty, ref- 
erential, particularly germane to anyone deciding whether 
to strive, seek, find, or just to yield. 


T Luther | Infiniti of 
ФУ, eser" | Blooniingion 


(952) 888-5555 


INFINITI. 


Inspired Performance” 


We pride ourselves on our unique 
vintage items you'll find here at 
Finds On Broadway. Whether it's 
Vintage, Mid-Centrury Modern or 
New - you're sure to find something 
you love! 


Total Ownership Experience® 


Committed to You 


At Infiniti, we are committed to infusing true reward into every aspectiof ownership. 
We honor this commitment with personalized service that recognizes, understands | 
and anticipates your individual needs. And we stand behind it with a comprehensive’ 
program of premium services and coverage to help ensure your satisfaction? — 
——— d | p 
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Visit ош store and shop for 
rare movie posters like these 
and more! 

Tuesday - Saturday 11:00am - 6:00pm 


4180 W BROADWAY AVE * ROBBINSDALE, MN • (763) 746-2691 


jiheIperfectinew/ca rand 
ч | rf - 


кпејрегѓес сапуаѕ од 


1500 WEST 81ST STREET | BLOOMINGTON, MN 55431 


www.lutherinfiniti.com 


KLINE NISSAN (4 


< 3090 HWY 61 М ЖЕ 
КУЛЛ MAPLEWOOD MN 55109 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2016 


пасс Pat Scan Mel TRAFFIC FREE 16, 25 OR 32 MILE ROUTES | STARTS AND ENDS AT BOOM ISLAND 
KLINENISSAN.COM erac RIDERS RECEIVE FREE T-SHIRT AND BEER (IF OVER 21) | AFTER PARTY WITH FOOD, BEER, LIVE MUSIC AND MORE! 
651.404.2535 


WWW.MINNEAPOLISBIKETOUR.COM 
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2016 


OUR HOMES 
- by Randy Stern - 


When Pride rolls around every year, it is not just the celebration of who we are and what we 
do. It is about remembering Pride celebrations past. 

In terms of automobiles, they have been a huge part of the celebration. Whether it is a spon- 
soring dealer with a small display at the festival grounds or one of various rides that either tow 
or carry the party down the parade route. Everything from city cars to medium-duty trucks 
have paraded alongside politicians, community leaders, scantily clad people of all stripes, ce- 


lebrities, or wannabe celebrities. 


We have seen it all, haven’t we? 

In my lifetime, I have to admit that the iconic image of the late 
Harvey Milk riding down Market Street in San Francisco on top of 
a Volvo 242 was my first marking of Pride and the automobile. Milk 
did not ride in a convertible, nor did he want to. He was a humble 
progressive who wanted to change the world, even from his office 
inside San Francisco City Hall. 

It was a Volvo that Milk rode on, waving, shaking hands, welcom- 
ing those who have come out because of him (or wondering when 
they can come out). 

That was in 1978. We have come a long way to be there. No one 
knew how far we would go to get where we stand today. 

When I marched in my first Pride parade in 1993 at the San 
Francisco Freedom Day Parade, I saw a community still 
fighting for national attention, while fighting a few fires 
right within the 49 square miles that became the 
beacon for an entire culture and community. We 
proclaimed our “queerness” loud and proud, 


f. 
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despite every other Pride parade showing our universality instead. 

I came to the Bay Area from the San Fernando Valley in 1987 be- 
cause I knew I could not be both a lover of the automobile and an out 
gay person at the same time. That iconic image of Milk sitting on top 
of that Volvo two-door was an invitation to become free away from the 
bonds of my family. The AIDS virus that wrecked the vibrancy of the 
Castro, SoMa, and Polk Street neighborhoods kept me away through 
a chunk of the 1980s. 

As we waited our turn to march up Market Street from City Hall 
(we being a coalition of California State Universities and Colleges of 
which I became one of the alumni a couple of weeks prior), I noticed 
how mature our community became. Classic convertibles carried 
notable personali- 
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ties from our region: then-State Assembly Speaker Willie Brown, San 
Francisco school board president Tom Ammiano, and other people 
who had carried us through the pall of the virus and brightened up 
the beacon of light to those of us in the suburbs. 

If we matured as a community, then why were we mad? I knew 
the answers, but I was some college grad from Marin County, what 
the heck should I care about what happened on the other side of the 
Golden Gate Bridge? All our contingent cared about was making the 
hundreds of thousands of people along Market Street in San Francis- 
co know that “we’re here, we're queer, and we paid too much tuition!" 

That became true a week before. I stayed at a collaborator's 
place in Sebastopol, west of Santa Rosa. We decided to attend that 
city's Pride celebration as a ^warm up" to the big one down in The 
City. At that time, I owned a 1991 Acura Integra RS coupe. It was 
bought brand new from the local dealer in Corte Madera. I figured 
it would be the right ride for me at the time, for a student finishing 
his undergraduate studies. 

Like many people back in the early 1990s, I applied a Pride flag 
sticker on the back bumper of my Integra. This was a way to tell other 
motorists that we were indeed “here” and “queer,” as we may be. If I 
did that a few years back, my prized Acura would have been a victim 
of vandalism somewhere in the Bay Area. Luckily, no one has ever 
touched my car. Perhaps it was a psychotic alarm that I got installed 
in it after I bought it. 

I told my friend that I will go ahead into Santa Rosa and we'll meet 
up somewhere along the parade route. He agreed and I went on my 
merry way. As I was going eastbound on California Highway 12 from 


Sebatstopol, I was passed by a raised Jeep CJ-7. It had the same hue 
of blue as my little coupe, with tires that were as tall as the Integra. 
The roof was wide open and folded down out of the way. All I saw was 
a roll bar, a woman's figure, and a raised fist. 

Then, I saw the Pride flag on the back of her speeding Jeep. I 
think we both knew where we were headed. I knew I lost her well 
before reaching US-101 and downtown Santa Rosa. 

These days, moments like these no longer exist for me. Perhaps 
I have settled into a life where the automotive world has been an 
integral part of my gay life. The last five years were certainly illu- 
minating, between meeting fellow enthusiasts, media comrades, em- 
ployees of the OEMs, people inside the retail side of the business, 
and other suppliers and goods and services supporting the industry. 
Each has a story to tell, and there were plenty of stories we shared. 
These shared experiences are why we are indeed a community. 

It is highly doubtful that I will have a repeat of those moments 
from the past. Not on the scale of that image of Milk riding on top of 
a Volvo at the biggest celebration of the GLBT community. Nor will I 
get a big powerful salute from a person in an open-top Jeep, showing 
solidarity of culture and society. Nor will I be able to march down the 
street, chanting angrily about paying too much tuition while embrac- 
ing our collective queerness. 

Maybe you will. 

When you celebrate Pride, celebrate it the best way you can. Be 
proud of who you are. Be proud of the kind of vehicle you own, if you 
own a car, truck, van, or crossover/SUV. 

Just be proud. 
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2016 Audi TT 


This car is a leap of faith. 

Oh? What audacity did I have to make that statement? I mean, compared 
to what, really? 

Let me explain: this car is the Audi TT. And, it had an image problem. 
Since its arrival in 1998, people saw the small round-ish coupe and roadster 
and did not think it was capable of being engaging and exciting. Some com- 
ments were quite...iomophobic. A few die-hard enthusiasts have embraced 
the Mk1 TT brushing off its overall image. 

Things improved when the Mk2 arrived in 2006. The TT looked sharper, 
more aggressive. Yet, it still had the task of trying to make up for years of 
the МК!’ image. This was bolstered by the arrival of the TTS: the first Audi 
Sport-infused version of its small coupe and roadster. The more powerful 
TT-RS simply exorcised the demons of its softer past. 

Now, we have this sharp little number, the all-new 2016 TT. It is still a 
ТТ; small, concentrated and engaging. A week in this car begs the question 
whether it has shaken off the image of the TT from 18 years ago. 


The quick answer is yes. But, there is still a full review to delve out here... 

If there is an image problem, it is for the TT to be mistaken for the might- 
ier mid-engined R8. This is a good problem to have, since the R8 embodies 
the ultimate in Audi design and engineering. The TT coupe is still a swoopy 
fastback that fills its diminutive size. While it employs Audi's latest round of 
sharp lines and edgier design cues, it still holds true to the unique shapes 
that TT always had for 18 years. There are a few twists, such as the rear 
window shape and the wider stance. 

This Torch Red example offers some more great details for the new 
ТТ. LED lamps grace both front and back. The four rings are placed on 
the hood, rather than on the grille. Five-spoke 19-inch wheels finish up 
the performance-oriented look that truly makes the TT a more attractive 
package to drive in. 

The TT also serves as a showcase of Audi's latest interior technology. The 
first thing that pops out at you from behind the wheel is the Virtual Cockpit 
— a full TFT screen that serves many functions for the driver. The main thing 
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this Virtual Cockpit does is integrate the functions normally found оп a screen 
above the center stack in front of the driver. Therefore, you not only have your 
basic instrument gauges (speedometer, tachometer, gas and temperature 
gauges) in front of you, you also have trip information, fuel consumption, audio, 
phone, Audi connect, and navigation functions to work with, as well. The naviga- 
tion system is powered by Google, which includes Google Earth for a three- 
dimensional view of where you are going. Most of these systems are controlled 
by the MMI knob on the center console, along with an array of controls on the 
steering wheel. 

Audi connect adds an additional layer of connectivity and infotainment to 
the ТТ. Not only does it use Google Earth for the navigation system, it also 
adds Google Street View, Google Voice Search, route guidance using high 
level satellites, provides traffic, fuel pricing, and parking information. You 
can also tether a mobile device for Wi-Fi connectivity supplied by Google. An 
app is available to remotely connect to the TT, to lock and unlock the vehicle, 
among other functions. 

If you want exceptional sound, Audi installed a Bang & Olufsen sound 
system on board. It emitted a fine sound throughout the cabin. You might 
consider the TT a turbocharged business-class laptop. 

Though it is a 2+2 coupe, the rear seats are best for small children. Adults 
have two high-back front chairs offering deep bolstering and power-assisted 
support. These seats are on the firm side, however. Most sports cars do 
offer such sport seats for more enthusiastic driving. The hatch is small, but 
expandable with the rear seats folded down and the privacy panels removed. 
The actual rear compartment is shallow due to the short height of the ve- 
hicle and the position of the spare tire compared to the rear differential for 
the Quattro all-wheel drive system. 

Power comes from a 220 horsepower 2.0-liter TFSI turbocharged four- 
cylinder engine. This engine is vaguely familiar, as it is part of a corporate 
family of performance four cylinders, especially one found under the hood 
of the Volkswagen GTI and Jetta GLI. This engine is channeled through 


a six-speed S tronic dual-clutch transmission and Audi's solid Quattro all- 
wheel drive system. Fuel consumption is pretty decent, scoring an average 
of 25.7 MPG. 

There is no question about the TT's driving dynamics. It starts with a 
series of drive modes. Comfort lets you chill out with an absorbent ride, 
controlled handling and cornering, and a softer steering feel. Auto mode al- 
lows the car to choose its behavior depending on road conditions and traffic 
situations. Then, there is Dynamic mode. Switch it into that mode, and your 
ride becomes firmer, your cornering is flatter, your steering feels heavier 
and your exhaust note becomes louder. If you want to stake your claim onto 
one's road, set it to Dynamic. You can also have your own combination of 
settings by putting it into Individual mode. 

No matter which mode you put it in, the steering system offers a solid 
turning radius and sharper response from the wheel. Braking is also solid 
with great pedal feel and strong stops in both normal and panic situations. 
Blind spot monitoring and a backup camera with cross-traffic alert make up 
the core of an active safety setup for the TT. 

Те base price for a TT coupe is $42,600. Our tester came with several 
packages, ringing up the total price to $50,600. The Roadster model is avail- 
able with a starting price of $46,400. There is a more powerful model avail- 
able: the TTS by Audi Sport. For this 292 horsepower super TT, you would 
need to fork over at least $51,900. 

Itis worth concluding how much the TT has changed its image to a more 
muscular small sports coupe. Customers have responded and it is a rare 
sight to see a TT at any given showroom. For those who want one, come in 
with the notion of owning something rewarding to drive. The TT is a reward- 
ing coupe that will now turn heads and quiet the detractors. 

It takes a leap of faith to dive into something like an Audi TT. This is a 
sporty little number that can excite you into doing things that might not be 
legal; however, it is the kind of sports coupe that could also be responsible... 


maybe. @ 


168 | LAVENDER | JUNE 9-22, 2016 


NEW 


MITSUBISHI! M 


NEW CARS as low as 


215 


as low as 


£ КЕ s = 
Offers end 6/30/16. *2015 Mirage buy from $9,999. Includes all factory incentives and dealer discounts in lieu E a D buy from $17,995. Includes all ЕЯ 
factory incentives ang dealer discounts in lieu of 0% financing. * cation, prior e re owned vehicles. Example: 2015 100,000-mile 


WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI 


LIFETIME 
WARRANTY 


*Lifetime Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. Non-transferrable. Limitations apply. 
See dealer or visit whitebearautos.com for complete details, including covered components, exclusions, and owner's responsibilities. 


WHITE BEAR 
MITSUBISHI à | à 


3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694, White Bear Lake, MN 


Every* new vehicle purchase includes the 
White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime warranty! 


MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


651.483.9106 WhiteBearMitsu.com 


PRIDE 
2016 


OUR HOMES 


е 


PHOTO BY JOHN WIESE PHOTOGRAPHY 


With summer right around the corner, most Minnesotans are in full 
lawn-maintenance mode. The hiss of sprinkler systems is starting to join the 
chorus of morning birds, and the roar of lawn mowers disrupts the tranquil- 
ity of fresh spring afternoons. Many people are spending hours out in their 
yards, not yet enjoying the spaces, but preparing them to be beautiful in the 
coming months. 

While yard work might be an enjoyable pastime for many people (my- 


self included), it’s not as enjoyable to take a closer look into the resources 
required to maintain a green and glorious yard. The yard may look lush and 
green, but your wallet, your free time, and the environment are paying the 
price. This high cost of maintaining an ideal lawn is leading many people to 
consider a “greener” option: sustainable landscaping. 

Sustainability can mean many different things for different people. Jeff 
Zaayer, a landscape designer at Southview Design, says, “Generally, people 
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Exceptional Carpet Cleaning and Much Моге 


* Carpet Cleaning 


a 


* Difficult Stain Removal 


* Upholstery Cleanin LAC. 
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* Pet Accidents | 
* Odor Elimination 


* Carpet Repairs 


* Pad Replacement 


* Water Damage 


Your carpets and upholstery are deep-cleaned by a company with one of the 
best reputations in the industry. Visit AavalonServices.com for references or tips 
on how to keep your carpets and upholstery looking clean and beautiful. 


No Gimmicks! Just 30 Years of Proven Results 
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we guarantee our workmanship. 
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think sustainable is something that's going to 
last and thrive as much as it can with mini- 
mal inputs." Typical inputs for landscaping 
would include water, fertilizer, maintenance, 
and people's time. By using plants and ma- 
terials requiring minimal inputs, sustainably 
designed yards also have a positive environ- 
mental impact. 

There are many environmental benefits 
to sustainable landscaping choices, but the 
most considerable resource preserved is 
water. Zaayer notes that most people don't 
realize how much water actually goes in to 
making yards look green. “Еог a typical Min- 
neapolis city lawn, an in-ground irrigation 
system is going to kick out anywhere be- 
tween 1,000 and 2,000 gallons of water every 
time it cycles." Additionally, many people run 
their systems even when additional water- 
ing isn't needed, which greatly increases the 
amount of water used. 

Sustainable options seek to avoid this 
water consumption, lessening the impact on 
both the wallet and the environment. By cap- 
turing and using rainwater through the use 
of rain barrels, homeowners can water the 
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areas that need extra moisture. Also, the use 
of rain barrels and rain gardens reduces the 
burden on the city storm sewers, which can 
quickly get flooded during a heavy storm. In 
addition to saving water, sustainable planting 
choices can also limit the amount of gasoline 
used for frequent mowings and reduce the 
amount of organic waste created. 

Zaayer recently joined me at my new home 
in the Victory neighborhood of Minneapo- 
lis to talk about the sustainable landscaping 
choices he helped the previous owner bring to 
fruition. While this project was completed sev- 
eral years ago, the lawn incorporates several 
sustainable practices that are now becoming 
more popular in the Twin Cities area, such as 
planting alternative grasses like fescue, and 
using rain barrels and rain gardens to con- 
sume water in a more conscious way. 

The yard has a unique and natural aesthetic 
that my wife and I deeply appreciate, but we 
were a bit wary of the alternative maintenance 
required. Contrary to our assumptions, our 
new sustainable yard does not require a sig- 
nificant amount of expert maintenance, a trait 
that appeals to many homeowners looking for 
sustainable options. 

Aside from all the environmental bene- 
fits of sustainable landscaping, Zaayer notes 
that the lower amount of maintenance is a 
strong selling point for homeowners. One 
increasingly popular way to achieve a green 
yard without much input is to use no-mow 
fescue grasses. Fescue is a clump grass that 
does not require special watering or more 
than an annual mowing in the fall, making it 
a great choice for sustainable yards. 

Unlike traditional bluegrass, fescue has 
a much more natural aesthetic. Zaayer ex- 
plains how fescue's seeding cycle creates 
several different visual looks throughout 
the season: "When it goes to seed, it stands 
up. But once it's done seeding, it flops over 
and lies down on its own weight." When the 
fescue is lying down, it looks lush and wavy, 
and it covers up any bare spots between each 
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OUR HOMES 


individual clump. 

Although fescue is still more of a “niche” planting choice, more people 
are choosing to enjoy this low-maintenance grass, though a different type of 
upkeep is required: occasional weeding. Though weeding may sound like 
tedious work, Zaayer notes that many people find it enjoyable. He describes 
the appeal one client saw of weeding: “He wanted to sit outside with his wife 
and have a conversation as they tended the lawn instead of putting on head- 
phones and running an 80-decibel lawn mower.” The act of weeding can also 
be therapeutic or meditative, offering a quiet task that connects people more 
closely with their yards. 

Fescue is a wise choice for people who have busy lives, especially if they 
frequently travel. For one of Zaayer’s clients, a key factor in choosing a fes- 
cue lawn was his lifestyle: “He travels a lot, he works a lot. He’d be gone for 
weeks at a time, so having a traditional lawn that you mow on a weekly basis 
wasn't right." Zaayer adds that many sustainable landscaping options, such 
as fescue, can thrive on a hands-off approach, making them ideal solutions 
for busy lifestyles. 

The cost of no-mow fescue seed can be slightly higher than the traditional 
bluegrass seed mix used on many Minnesota lawns, creating a higher upfront 
cost. In the long run, however, fescue is proving to be an option that is worth 
the initial investment. Water bills for these yards are significantly lower, and 
frequent costs such as gasoline for the mower are few. And most of all, a home- 
owner does not spend their precious time laboriously pushing a lawn mower 
around every square foot of the yard, week after week, year after year. 

In addition to choosing sustainable grasses, homeowners are more fre- 
quently incorporating rain gardens into landscape designs in order to mini- 
mize the impact on the city’s sewer system. Rain gardens contain loose soil 
and plants that enjoy water, such as Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle. They are 
great for capturing any excess water from downspouts, and they can also 


5 М é а m AN ATTRACTIVE AND EFFICIENT RAIN GARDEN. 
come in handy during extremely heavy rains by absorbing any additional PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL ANSCHEL 
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water that backs up from the storm sewer. 
Zaayer also notes some additional benefits: 
“When water filters through rain gardens, 
its temperature cools and some of its energy 
is removed,” making its impact on the sewer 
system significantly lighter. 

In addition to more macro-level choices 
such as grass seeding and water systems, 
there are many fun sustainable choices that 
are purely decorative. For example, taller 
ornamental grasses like switch grass can be 
planted along property lines to create a low- 
maintenance pseudo-hedge for privacy. Or, 
people can create outdoor living spaces using 
AZEK permeable pavers, a LEED-certified 
alternative to brick or stone pavers. Made of 
95% recycled materials (like old tires), these 
slip-resistant pavers look like traditional 
stone, reduce water run off, and have an ex- 
tremely long lifetime. 

Unlike our yard, which was designed to 
be completely sustainable, there are ways to 
incorporate thoughtful practices without com- 
mitting to a total landscape overhaul. In fact, 
many of Southview Design’s clients choose to 
add options like rain gardens into their cur- 
rent designs. Many people choose to make 
these small, conscious changes because they 
help the environment without requiring dras- 
tic changes to the yard’s aesthetic. 

If people are interested in sustainable land- 
scaping, Zaayer suggests testing the changes 
out on a portion of the yard. An easy way to 
do this is to turn unused areas into sections 
that are more passively managed, such as a 
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no-mow fescue area ог a wildflower planting. 
“Thats a really great way to test the waters 
and see if you like the aesthetic,” he adds. 
“People may like the aesthetic but not want it 
everywhere.” Even these small, thoughtfully 
designed sections can reduce the amount of 
resources and time required for maintenance. 

When choosing an area to redesign, Zaay- 
er suggests that people consider areas that are 
not directly situated around the house: “The 
community standard is usually a house with 
plantings around foundation, which is great 
when you're walking down the street or driv- 
ing by. It makes the house look really nice... 
but when you're inside the house, what do you 
look at?" Creating areas a distance away from 
the house will allow you to enjoy the view from 
your own window. 

No matter what stage of the design process 
clients may be in, Southview Design can help 
people redesign their spaces to incorporate 
sustainable choices. Some of Southview De- 
sign's clients come to them with specific goals, 
such as reusing water from the roof or mini- 
mizing spaces that require mowing. Zaayer 
also says many people start the process simply 
with photos that inspire them or have elements 
they like. Throughout the design and planting 
process, Southview Design helps homeowners 


OUR HOMES 


make smart choices that have lasting impact. 

Most people who choose to make sustain- 
able improvements to their landscapes are at- 
tracted to the natural aesthetic, but for others, 
it isn't as easy of a switch. Zaayer explains, “In 
some instances, people do have to compromise 
their aesthetic mind. But when you explain to 
them what they're going to get out of a sustain- 
able yard, it becomes pretty apparent pretty 
quickly that this is a good option." 

Because the look of a sustainable yard can 
conflict with traditional expectations, people 
may initially think that the yard doesn't ad- 
here to community yard standards. In order to 
avoid some of the misunderstandings and edu- 
cate the public about sustainable yards, many 
homeowners put up signs that label the yard 
as a sustainably designed space and list web- 
sites that provide more information. Admitted- 
ly, the aesthetic is different from what people 
have come to expect from their lush, perfectly 
trimmed yards. But many people are finding 
that challenging these expectations by using 
more sustainable choices is worth it, both for 
the homeowner and the environment. Ө 


To learn more about sustainable garden op- 
tions, visit www.southviewdesign.com. 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES 
- by Ellen Krug - 


Whoops and Cheers for Hope 
and Compassion 


Last month, I had the pleasure to again visit Rochester, Minn. to conduct diversity training and speak 


on living as a transgender human. 


As things turned out, I did a total of three events (!) between 9 a.m. and 
8:30 p.m. This schedule began to gel two months ago when the City of Roch- 
ester asked me back to do a Wednesday afternoon Gray Area Thinking™ 
presentation. After I posted that event on my website calendar, I received 
an email from the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Department asking if I could 
train their juvenile detention facility team members on Gray Area Think- 
ing™ and Transgender 101 on Wednesday morning. Not long after that, I 
heard from the Rochester Public Library, where I had spoken in early 2014. 
They wanted me to speak on Wednesday evening with a presentation of part 
Trans 101 and part my personal story. 

I thus headed into Wednesday, May 18 with a sense of trepidation, won- 
dering how I'd hold up through nearly seven hours of speaking...and fret- 
ting over how my feet would hold up after being in heels for that long. 

I shouldn't have been at all concerned: the audience at each venue was 
very welcoming and it appeared that my messages and themes hit their 
marks. It was great to meet new people at the Sheriff's Department and to 
again see folks from the City. 

What touched me most, however, was the library audience. At the end of 
my introduction to an audience of 117 persons, I heard both applause and, 
quite unbelievable for me, actual whoops. 

“Holy cow,” I thought to myself. "They're treating me like some kind of 
rock star." 

I wondered whether I had inadvertently walked into the wrong room. 

I began by speaking of how transgender and non-transgender (the tech- 
nical phrase is "cisgender") persons are each survivors of the human condi- 
tion. It's just that for trans people, our survivorship is much more public. 

Similarly, I talked of how every human, trans or not, shares the “Four 
Commonalities": everyone wants their children to succeed; all want to be 
free of physical or emotional violence; we each seek a measure of peace; and 
everyone wants to love and be loved. I offered that if only we, as a people, 
could remember these commonalities, we'd collectively be able to overcome 
any obstacle and resolve any difference. 

After giving some Trans 101 basics (explaining gender identity, gender 
expression, etc.) and sharing about my story, I spoke of how I'm inspired by 


the "Special Ks" (Dr. King and Robert Kennedy, whom I've written about be- 
fore on my blog at www.elliekrug.com) and how they taught that we have an 
obligation to make the world a better place. I then reminded about the need 
to have compassion for others and for ourselves. "Understanding that one's 
gender identity isn't a choice," I said, “15 a form of compassion." 

I talked about the various “bathroom bills" that have been introduced in 
the legislatures of at least 16 states and passed in North Carolina and Mis- 
sissippi. "It's all about fear,” I offered. “People are far more easily motivated 
by fear than by compassion." 

Most importantly, I shared about the power of the human spirit, that we 
have the ability to literally overcome anything, even our brain not matching 
our body. “I believe in the human spirit,” I said. “I believe in all of you, even 
though I don't know you. Have compassion for others and for yourself." 

At the end of my talk at the library, I again heard applause, cheers and 
whoops, followed by a standing ovation. It was incredibly humbling. 

Ishare this not out of ego, but instead to demonstrate that I believe people 
are tired, worn out and just plain fatigued, of being afraid. Fear seems to be the 
only messaging today. Instead, I think the audience at the Rochester Public Li- 
brary showed that more than anything else, people really want one thing: hope. 

A message about the power of the human spirit does just that: it tells 
others not to despair or become lost. Rather, there's great hope for all of us. 
After all, if a trans person can survive and thrive (as many do), then anyone 
can survive and thrive! 

I am so grateful (and again, humbled) to firsthand witness how a mes- 
sage of hope has the ability to touch others. Wow! Double wow! Being able 
to deliver that message is a privilege of immense proportion. 

Thank you, Rochester. You rock! (And by the way, my feet held up just 


fine...) Q 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Hon- 
esty and Gender Change [2013] and the framer of "An Open Letter to the Twin 
Cities", which includes a 10 point plan for changing the Twin Cities diversity/ 

inclusion landscape (www.elliekrug.com/my-blog]. She welcomes your com- 

ments at ellenkrugwriter(dgmail.com. 
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DATELAND 
- by Jennifer Parello - 


Pack Your Bags 


Every day, for the past month, Гуе asked my girlfriend the same question. I try to ask it in as casual and 
lilting a manner as possible so as not to make her feel threatened or pressured. But as the days progressed, 
and I still did not receive an answer that will allow me to stop asking this question, my voice has taken on 
a certain edge that some might define as hysteric. Every day, for the past month, Гуе asked my girlfriend 
the same question. I try to ask it in as casual and lilting a manner as possible so as not to make her feel 
threatened or pressured. But as the days progressed, and I still did not receive an answer that will allow 
me to stop asking this question, my voice has taken on a certain edge that some might define as hysteric. 


The question is: “Have you started packing yet?” 

Early on, I tried to wrap it in something flattering. “Gee, you're pretty. 
Oh, and by the way, have you started packing yet?” 

Then I tried asking it in various foreign accents. Not German, of course, 
because I didn’t want to scare her. But the accents of love: Italian, French, 
and something that could be characterized as a messy mix of all the accents 
from the movie Casablanca. “My darling, have you started packing yet?” 

I also tried to make а game out of it. “Hey! Have you started packing yet? 
If not, let’s get started tonight. ГЇЇ race ya!” 

But each day, my question, no matter what pretty dress it was cloaked in, 
was greeted with the same cool stare and a single word: “No.” 

Finally, today, I fell to my knees and pleaded. “We close on the house in 
two weeks. Start packing!” 

My girlfriend and I have different philosophies on the subject of getting 
things done. She’s a thinker and I’m a doer. This generally works to both of 
our advantage. She knows not to mention an idea to me until it’s fully baked 
because I will act on it immediately. 

For example, she quietly considered architectural changes to our sum- 
mer cottage for months before raising the subject. Then, when she was 
ready for me to act impulsively on her idea, she made casual mention that 
she'd like to knock down the wall between the kitchen and living room. I 
arranged to have it down by the following weekend. 


It was her idea to buy a new home. So she wisely scouted the properties 
on the market and didn't mention it to me until she had thoroughly vetted 
the notion internally. A week after she put me on the case, we made an offer 
on a house. 

This system works perfectly as long as she's able to focus on strategy 
and I'm occupied with carrying it out. It gets tricky when either of us is 
forced to perform the other's duties. 

And that's why we're at a packing standoff. There are certain tasks 
(those that require some amount of critical thought) that she will not al- 
low me to perform. Packing is one of them. Sure, I'd get the entire house 
packed in a day, but kitchen stuff would mingle with pet supplies and cloth- 
ing would be dumped in boxes with garden tools. In her mind, this would 
be akin to creating a situation similar to what's going on in the Middle 
East: complete chaos and tension among our inanimate objects that would 
take generations to resolve. 

Today, I grabbed her hand and led her to the pile of empty boxes. Normal- 
ly, I would be thrilled at the sight: empty boxes waiting to be filled! A challenge 
to be conquered! But now, denied the ability to begin filling them, the vacant 
mountain of cardboard simply depressed me. And to her, the boxes were as 
foreboding as Everest. So she pivoted us back to our comfort zone. 

“How about if I tell you what to put in each box, and you do the labor?" 
she said. And, suddenly, the Earth returned to its axis. Q 
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Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Мар” 
When you can't find it, FOC it! 


Available 
0 App Store 


FREE TO LISTEN W 
AND REPLY TO ADS 
Free Code: Lavender 


FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU 


Minneapolis: 


(952) 938-8700 (763) 226-2929 
(612) 465-7255 


St. Paul: 
(651) 305-2737 


Me жауа е. 


www.megamates.com 18+ 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ep 


THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 
(612) 460-7355 


Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com БЕТІ at 
Objective adi tead 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com отс Based usd 


ATTORNEYS 


FLORISTS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 


Family Law - Wills and Estates 
Reasonable, with dignity 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 


union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


enosedale www.rosedalechev.com 


\ Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 
Flowers enhance your 
summer celebration! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


e£ 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


GUN SHOPS 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 


«Indoor shooting facilities 
* Training courses 


Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


LaMettry’s ` 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 
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BALANCE 
ІП Ж WORK 


CREATING POSSIBILITY THROUGH PERSONAL 
TRANSFORMATION... ONE LIFE AT A TIME 


Nutrition • Corporate Seminars * Physical Wellness • Coaching 


Mark Carlson 

Health, Life and Business Coach 
eS. Call Mark at 763-238-8455 
www.tremendoustransformation.com TREMENDOUS 
www.tremendoustransformationstsfl.tsflcom TRANSFORMATIONS 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


construction inc. 
П 


t's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN 
Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency 
CALL US 
612-333-ЗМАР (7627) 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE 


REAL ESTATE 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto + Home · Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


ew StateFarm 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, ММ 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 


The Agent That Gets Results 


1 


227277. Clysdale ww 


Licensed Real Estate Agent a 
651.398.6250 PaholaClysdale@msn.com "== 


© Short Sale, Certified Specialist | ventas Cortas, especialista certificada 
© Buyers & 1st Time Home Buyer Specialist | compradores 
© Sellers & Renters | vendedores y rentas " 

© Foreclosures | remates bancarios 
© 12+ Years of Experience = 
Family & Clients Are My First Priority! 
Integrity | Loyalty | Determination 


christopher j friend 


urban realtor 


Anita C. Hill 


Meeting your Twin City Metro 
real estate needs: single family, 
town homes, condos, lots, land. 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com E 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


Lynn 
Koccom 


EDINA REALTY m@m 


612°834* 2300 E 
lynnrossomGedinarealty.com 


arinela 
perience, Serious Resuis, PURNE 
Marilyn Farinella, GRI 


he Professio you Deserve 


RESEARCH 


ДА UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 


Driven to Discover” 


Cigarette smokers needed to be part of a 
research study looking at tobacco exposure. 
Participants will be compensated. 


If interested, call 612-624-4568 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA TOBACCO RESEARCH PROGRAMS 
www.tobaccoresearch.umn.edu 


TOURS 


SWIFTWATER 
ADVENTURES 


Whitewater adventures for everyone! 
Explore the St. Louis River just 
south of Duluth! 


Contact us today to book your next 
adventure at (218) 451-3218 


www.swiftwatermn.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ANTIQUE SALE 


Vintage, antiques, collectibles, funky finds at Lakeland An- 
tiques. SALE EVENT June 25th. Sidewalk bargains/inside 
20% off storewide. 10-7 at 384 St. Croix Trail. Open daily 
10-5, 35 dealers. (651) 436-8139. 


FOR SALE 


STUNNING STEINWAY Model L Grand. 5' 10.5", French 
Polished Ebony. 1981 Original owner. Full, rich ad warm 
tone with perfect volume for it's size. $29,900 firm. Serious 
inquiries only, (715) 531-1260 WI, (651) 261-1609 MN. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. Dependable - Hon- 
est. Excellent references. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flex- 
ible schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 834-4887, 
the cleaningguy99(agmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours Custom Designed 
Jewelry, we create unique engagement & wedding rings, 
& more! Expert jewelry restorations &repairs. Pas- 
sion fuels everything we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 612-746-0508 


OFFICIANTS 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed Harmony Spiritual. Ordained 
minister, wedding and event planning, premarital planning, 
Flower of Life Meditational Workshops.{715) 475-8268, 
www.blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


BUYING? SELLING? RELOCATING? Instant Access to Min- 
neapolis & Nation's Top Gay Realtors. We Represent You! 
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in bodywork at its 
best! Bruck, MT, DC in South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


VACATION RENTALS 


Lake Superior Waterfront Vacation Rental. Spacious studio 
with separate entrance and bath in a private home. Great 
amenities! 15 miles from Bayfield. Beach. Visit: www. 
keithscabin.com for more information. 


7 ж». 


МЕНЕН 
«SCORE: 


a 


( 


E 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families for Minnesota’s 
Waiting Children, providing pre/post 
adoption services to all Minnesota 
adoptive families. 

777 Raymond Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115 

www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

AOA S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Liv- 
ing with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 
Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.alive- 
ness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including 
testing, care services, education 
around PrEP. 

2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, Statewide: 
(800) 248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individu- 
als to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & part 
ner for a diverse business community. 
18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art & 
Design (MCAD) Continuing Educa- 
tion 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 

Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion located 
just south of downtown Minneapolis 
for private or corporate entertaining. 
2115 Stevens Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 870-1662 
www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect back- 
drop for your wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & Hen- 
nepin County Courthouse 

Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree pro- 
grams and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer sup- 
port groups for people affected by 
mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Soci- 
ety's 26 historic sites and museums 
part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio sta- 
tion of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
CANTUS 

"The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States." - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for Min- 
nesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 
JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
E] 


Northrop - University of Min- 
nesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innova- 
tion in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 
northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the Perform- 
ing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational pro- 
grams that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 
www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community com- 
mitted to being All God’s Children 
FOR all God's children! 

3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 

WWw.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church In- 
clusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transform- 
ing. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 


Visit Duluth 


Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 


inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark's welcomes you. 


519 Oak Grove St. events. 
Minneapolis, MN 21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 


(612) 870-7800 


не ТЕ (218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


The House of Hope Presbyte- 
rian Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith commu- 
nity welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 

Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 
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PRIDE 
2016 


AT LARGE 
- by John Mark - 


PHOTO COURTESY OF BIGSTOCK 


From Conflict to Celebration 


Iremember my first Twin Cities Pride like it was yesterday. The prepossess- 
ing chaos of Hennepin Avenue, the energy in Loring Park, and the incredible 
concentration of GLBT individuals for one weekend in our Twin Cities. As a 
teenager, the first time was overwhelming, to say the least. Having not entirely 
come out to my family, I was fascinated, liberated, but still so very insecure. Like 
any teenager, I had a lot of insecurities about my body. I remember wearing 
baggy pants and a long-sleeve tee to Pride, embarrassed about the gangly and 
stick-like nature of my long limbs. An aesthetic I would later embrace as totally 
fashionable, for early 2000s John Mark, my first Pride experience was one that 
held dichotomized emotions of excitement and self-loathing. 

While today I enjoy Pride as an exciting celebration of community, my 
teenage self could not help but spend the day comparing my underdevel- 
oped body to those around me. It was the friendliness of the community that 
drew me out of my shell. I remember being so surprised by the incredible 
love and acceptance in the air. While there is nothing secretive about our 
Pride festival, as a young man, my attendance felt mischievous. An adven- 
ture full of secret glances, jaw drops, and giggles. 

It took time to fully embody who I was as an individual and a gay man in 
society. Pride was a great stepping stone for me. Well over a decade later, I 
have much more confidence and, in addition to Twin Cities Pride, I have at- 
tended Pride celebrations in New York City and Shanghai. Twin Cities Pride 
is still my favorite. 

Much like the city of New York itself, the Big Apple’s Pride is fun, but 
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aggressive, intimidating, and for me, all too intense. West Village streets 
are packed and the people party hard. Shanghai’s Pride is depressingly 
small. Local businesses in Shanghai are reluctant to participate and much 
of the festival is confined to a few small blocks. Only publicized in English 
and only seven years old, Shanghai’s Pride is still а baby, fighting for its 
sheer existence. There is no blessing of a Pride festival we have in the 
Land of 10,000 Lakes. 

We draw a huge crowd from neighboring states. Our parade is diverse 
and a great representation of both our allies and GLBT community at- 
large. Our Minnesotan sensibilities create an atmosphere that is friendly, 
welcoming, and warm. Our local businesses are active participants in 
our Pride. Our local creatives present wonderful entertainment on stages 
both conventional and informal throughout the city. Our community em- 
braces people of all walks of life. Our Pride is one that makes me proud 
to be a Minnesotan. 

I was not present for the first Twin Cities Pride in 1972, but I can imagine 
that it has come a long way. This Pride, let’s keep our tradition of love and 
acceptance going strong. If you are like me, where years have passed with 
Pride as a simple routine, it can be easy to forget how momentous of an oc- 
casion in can be for those who are new to the community. Let’s keep an eye 
out for the insecure ones, the ones with slouched posture and a shyness that 
speaks volumes. A simple smile and a wave can do a lot. Twin Cities Pride is 
the best for a reason, and that reason is Twin Cities heart. @ 


